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THE WORLD THEN AND THE U.S. NOW – A BIBLICAL COMPARISON – PART TWO
     Last week, in our comparison of Noah’s time and ours, we looked at the condition of humanity before the flood and America’s moral condition today. Let’s now turn to violence, corruption and the collapse of moral boundaries. 
     Violence And Corruption – We are told that “The Earth was filled with violence.” One of the defining characteristics of Noah’s generation was viciousness. Genesis repeatedly emphasizes how corruption and brutality spread throughout society. We’re told in Genesis 6:13: “For the earth is filled with violence through them.”
     Violence is more than physical harm. It includes hatred, cruelty, oppression, abuse, lawlessness, and the destruction of moral order. When people reject God, human life loses value.
     We see this pattern repeated throughout history. And today, viciousness, ferociousness, vehemence, aggression, fighting, hostility, brutality, cruelty, carnage, sadism, bloodshed and savagery surrounds us daily. News headlines are filled with murder, mass shootings, riots, abuse, trafficking of women and children, gang activity, terrorism, and hatred. Entertainment often glorifies brutality and revenge. Human beings created in 
[continued on page 3]
[continued from front]
God’s image are treated as disposable. The enemy truly has worked tirelessly to harden hearts and normalize evil and he has been quite successful.
     2 Timothy 3:1-4 warns of the last days: “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves… without natural affection… fierce… lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God.” I am saddened that this description mirrors much of modern society.
     The Collapse of Moral Boundaries – Another disturbing similarity between Noah’s day and America today is the collapse of moral boundaries. Biblical truth once shaped much of American culture. God’s Word influenced homes, schools, communities, and laws. While America has never been perfect, there was once a greater respect for biblical morality and accountability.
     Today, many (most?) reject the very idea of absolute truth. Morality is increasingly defined  by  feelings,  personal  preference, and cultural trends rather than Scripture. What God calls sin is often defended as freedom. Those who stand for biblical truth are frequently criticized, ridiculed, or silenced. As it is today, so it was in the Old Testament. Judges 21:25 says, “Every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” That   spirit   dominates   much   of   society













 today.
     Sexual immorality has become widespread and openly celebrated. Marriage is dishonored. Modesty is mocked                     [continued on page 6]
[continued from page 3]
mocked. Pornography destroys countless lives and families. Children are increasingly exposed to confusion and corruption at young ages.
     Meanwhile, greed, dishonesty, and materialism continue to grow. Success is often valued more than character. Entertainment frequently promotes darkness rather than virtue.
     When a nation abandons God’s standards, moral confusion follows. Yet God’s Word never changes. Hebrews 13:8 reminds us, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” This being the case, it is all the more reason for the church to remain faithful even when culture drifts farther from righteousness. Believers are called to be salt and light in a dark world – salt by influencing the world with holy character, and light by making God's truth and love visible so others are drawn to Him. We cannot compromise truth to gain acceptance.
     Noah stood alone in obedience while the world mocked him. Christians today may also face opposition for standing upon God’s Word. But brethren, righteousness still matters to God.
Icontinued next weekI
Bulletin of the CHURCH of CHRIST in Lytle, Texas
Sunday Schedule: 9:45AM – Bible Study | 10:45AM – Worship
12:00PM Fellowship Meal (4th or 5th Sundays)
Wednesday Schedule: 4PM – Bible Study
July 19, 2026
Volume MMXXVI  Number 29




1948         2026
Lytle Light
You Are The Light Of The World.
– Matthew 5:14a
15340 Main Street,
Lytle, TX 78052
PO Box 668,
Lytle, TX 78058
(726) 241-5234
Tom Woodard
(210) 562-0136
Mitch Watkins
(210) 213-8392

lytlechurchofchrist.org
lytlechurchofchrist@yahoo.com
facebook.com/Lytle-Church-Of-Christ-101136328215158
Searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help? We may be the place for you.

 


[image: ]vc
SERMON
Parables Of Jesus – The Hidden Treasure
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Matthew 13:44; Acts 9:1-2; Colossians 1:13; Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans 6:17-18; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Romans 14:17; 2 Peter 1:10-11; 1 Corinthians 15:21-26; Matthew 6:33

INTRODUCTION – (1) Ways To Receive The Kingdom  (2) The Value Of The Kingdom  (3) What Drives Our Decision 

I.	The Parable Explained
	A.		Details Of The Parable
	B.		The Meaning Of The Parable
	C.		The Example Of Paul
II.	The Value Of The Kingdom
	A.		Refuge From Darkness
	B.		Righteousness, Peace, Joy
	C.		Unshakable Kingdom
	D.		Eternal Glory

CONCLUSION – (1) The Value Of The Kingdom  (2) It’s Value to Us  (3) Paying The Price To Obtain The Kingdom

INVITATION


WEDNESDAY @  4PM
Study – Obadiah

16 Therefore I urge you, imitate me.
– 1 Corinthians 4:16
ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
455 – Lord, We Come Before Thee Now
474 – Sweet Hour Of Prayer
· Minister’s Prayer
470 – Just A Closer Walk With Thee
426 – I Must Tell Jesus
473 – Break Thou The Bread Of Life
· Lord’s Supper
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
466 – I Need Thee Every Hour
· Final Announcements
459 – O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee
· Offering & Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love
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WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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Kayla Dzierzanowski represented her school recently in Washington D.C. at a Family Career and Community Leaders of America competition. She and her partner, Catherine Brown, advocated for a recycling program in Devine and on the school campus. They named the project “Clean and Green”. Their score was above 95%, which put them 3rd in the NATION and earned a GOLD (1st) status in Texas.



Kayla Dzierzanowski represented her school recently in Washington D.C. at a Family Career and Community Leaders of America competition. She and her partner, Catherine Brown, advocated for a recycling program in Devine and on the school campus. They named the project “Clean and Green”. Their score was above 95%, which put them 3rd in the NATION and earned a GOLD status in Texas.
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Following entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
JULY 19
· Huerta, Christy [Melanie McMeans’ niece (daughter of Melanie’s brother Perry Moore) – Praise To GOD! Her heart surgery (unsure whether it was open heart or laparoscopic) went well and she is now convalescing. 
· Lassen, Peter [Friend of Gene Vierling] – He had a severe reaction to the cancer treatment he was receiving at M.D. Anderson so doctors are considering either lowering the dose or trying a new treatment
treatment. [NEW] 
· Rascon, Jamie [Betty Smith’s daughter] – Lightning struck her house knocking out their air conditioning but, Praise To GOD! other than some burned places and shingles knocked off the room, not much more was damaged and everyone was fine. [NEW] 
JULY 12
· Burris, Joyce – She was admitted to the hospital Sunday, July 5. She has a 16mm kidney stone. Doctors have put in a stint which Praise To GOD! alleviated her pain. Doctors plan to wait 2 weeks before attempting to remove the stone. She was is in Westover Hills Baptist Hospital but was supposed to return home Thursday, July 9. [01] 
· Cruz, Marta (Sister of last week’s visitor) – She needs a heart valve replacement to the tune of about $17,000 but is impoverished and has no medical insurance except for the universal health care provided by Mexico which apparently only pays 60%. [01] 
· Kessler, Ernie [Wendell McMeans’ friend and former coworker] – He underwent a heart valve replacement Thursday, July 2. This 80-year-old man is doing as well as can be expected. [01] 
· Pratt, Taeko [Angela Spence’s mother (see Spence entry below)] – She is experiencing poor health. [01] 
· Spence, Angela [Tom Woodard’s friend and former coworker] – She is experiencing poor health. (See Pratt entry above). [01] 
JULY 5
· Neugent, Rick Family [Grandfather of a friend of the Watkins’] He recently passed into eternity. [02] 
· Nicholson, Brad Family [Deborah Newman’s sister’s husband] – He passed into eternity recently. [.2] 
· Sparks, Janice [Tom Woodard’s daughter] – She’s lost some weight so her recent blood work came back much better, Praise To GOD!  [02] 
· Slaughter, Mary [Melanie McMeans’ sister] – Her Tuesday June 30 surgery to remove a 5mm x7mm mass went well and the mass sent for testing. Praise To GOD!  she is doing well. [02] 
· Strunk, Billy – Since his insurance company declined paying for a cancer treatment his doctor insists he needs, we’re praying some financial aid comes through to help him pay (currently) about $8,000 for meds and tests. [02] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically Be Removed At The 26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This Ongoing   List   And   You   Believe   They Should Go Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.

Alsup, Dylan [12]   Anderson, Dale [09]  Bailey, Linzi [05]  Balderrama, Matthew [10]  Barber, Kathy Family [07]  Beauchemin, Marvale [09]  Bippert, Cheryl [12]  Brown, Colton Family [21]  Busse, Duane [10]  Capshaw, Mike (Poppy) [03]  Cashion, Corena [09]  Cashion, Mark [05]   Cook, Karen [12]  Coombs,  Derek [20]  Coughran, Rick [03]  Dolbeare, Robert [13]  Drake, Paul & Lynn [12]  Dubose, Belinda Family [07]  Dwyer, Meagan [17]  Dygert, Harold Family [19]  Flatequal, Pam [19]  Gardner, Laura [03]  Guzman, Emily Family [18]  Jackson, April [11]  Johnson, Bill Family [04]  Keese, Bob & Katheryn [12]  Last-Name-Unknown, Irene [15]  McMeans, Melanie [16]  McMeans,   Wendell [23]  Melendy Family [10]  Moore,   Jennifer [22]   Moore,  Michael  &  Michelle [14]   Moore, Perry [03]  Moore, Sherry [10]   Morgan, Mitzy Family [15]  Morris, Barry [12]  Mr. Lowe [25]  Ott, Ronnie [10]   Moore       [continued on bottom – page 8] 

[continued from page 5]
[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998]Perkins, Sarah Family [03]  Pillows, Darlene [12]  Potter, Edna Family [08]   Price, Jennifer [24]  Ranne, Ruth Family [09]  Renninger, Ruane [05]  Roeder, Gary [09]  Schilling, Ina [25]  Sims, Linda [22]  Smith, Betty [11]  Smolder, Tom [04]  Smoot, Bailey [22]  Smoot, Beth [16]  Smoot, Cody & Emily [25]  Smoot, Deborah [07]   Smoot, Max [19]  Smoot, Randy [04]  Sparks, Lane & Ashley [21]  Stepanovich Family [19]  Spicer, Ronda [03]  Strickland, Greg [08]  Vierling, Carol [04]  Vierling, Gene [17]  Villereal, Douglas Family [17]  Villereal, Pam [03]  Watkins, Betsy [05]  Watkins, Mitchell [05]  White, Linda [20]  Woodard, June [10] 


32 Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. 1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.
– 1 Corinthians 10:32-11:1

LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL & GLOBAL CONCERNS
· May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,  MERCY, And RIGHTEOUSNESS Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
· People In The U.S.A. And Around The World Who’ve Been Affected By Natural Disasters
· Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials, Military, First Responders & Teachers, Nourishing & Life-giving Rain
· Coronaviruses, Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses
· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings
· War, Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries

Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
JAMES 1:2-5
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.
 
Z W C O N S I D E R G V G N
Y P Z F W E T E L P M O C P
N H E A G D C D L U O H S D
A T C U I M B R O T H E R S
M I N L V G Y G K I N D S Q
O A A T E N O N V V P U R E
D F R F N I J I B Y F A C E
S S E I L H G T T L A F Y P
I E V N A T N S W S S B W S
W V E I C Y I E H U K E S E
A I S S K N D T E O S C L C
U G R H I A N M N R I A A U
K G E G N V I F E E S U I D
R G P U G X F G V N T S R O
O S K C A L G O E E E E T R
W M A T U R E D R G R Y H P
Z B R T U O H T I W S B W W


17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. – Philippians 3:17
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
[image: A pile of blue and white gift boxes

Description automatically generated]Colton Brown					Jul 6	       Birthday
Noah & Liberty Turner-Pinkney		Jul 9	       Birthday
Wendell & Melanie McMeans		Jul 20	       Anniversary
[image: A group of white boxes with green bows
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Description automatically generated]Pam Fintel					Jul 27	       Birthday
Kayla Dzielzanowski				Jul 29	       Birthday
If Your Special Day Is July 31st Or Before And You Do Not
See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
[image: ]Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
[image: ]Every Thursday	          Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Jul 12	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Much Closer Attention
Sun – Jul 19	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Conditional
Sun – Jul 26	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Born In Sin
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Jul 19	National 1Football And 2Ice Cream DaysTHE LYTLE LIGHT                                                                                                                       PAGE 7


Mon – Jul 20	International Chess Day & National & Space Exploration Day &  1Fortune Cookie Day And 2Lolipop Days
Tue – Jul 21	Racial Harmony Day & National Junk Food Day
Wed – Jul 22	Mango Day & National Penuche “Fudge”
Thu – Jul 23	Peanut & Chocolate Day & National 1Gorgeous Grandma Day And 2Vanilla Ice Cream Days
Fri – Jul 24	Samaritans Awareness For Mental Health Day * National Cousins Day
Sat – Jul 25	National Hot Fudge Sundae Day
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Sun – Jul 26	World Tofu Day & National Aunt & Uncle Day
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WANT TO BE
Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.


INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
Daily Readings From Both The Old And New Testaments 
SUN	– Day 204 - Psa 38-40; Act 23:12-35
MON	– Day 205 - Psa 41-43; Act 24
TUE	– Day 206 - Psa 44-46; Act 25
WED	– Day 207 - Psa 47-49; Act 26
THU	– Day 208 - Psa 50-52; Act 27:1-25
FRI	– Day 209 - Psa 53-55; Act 27:26-44
SAT	– Day 210 - Psa 56-58; Act 28:1-15
Psa = Psalms  Act = Acts
READ ALONG W/TOM
Sunday	7/19/2026	Joel 2
Monday	7/20/2026	Joel 3
Tuesday	7/21/2026	Haggai 1
Wednesday	7/22/2026	Haggai 2
Thursday	7/23/2026	1 Thessalonians 1
Friday	7/24/2026	1 Thessalonians 2
Saturday	7/25/2026	1 Thessalonians 3
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