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You Are The Light Of  The World.  
— Matthew 5:14a (NAS) 
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If  you’re searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; 
relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help; then we may be the place for you. 
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&XUUHQW�:HGQHVGD\�6FKHGXOH� 
����30—%LEOH�6WXG\ 

     The principle of the sovereignty of God is one that 
we hold to and believe. At least I hope and pray tat we 
all believe that God is the absolute, matchless, superior, 
supreme ruler of all that was, is and will be. I know, of 
course, that sometimes, we don’t live that belief out in 
our lives as we should, but that’s an article for another 
time. The point is, God is in control of all things — He’s 

absolutely in charge. Now, how does this apply to us in Lytle and what does God’s sov-
ereignty do with friendship evangelism? 
     God has planned for us to be in Lytle area. It is not a coincidence or simply because 
of circumstances falling the right way, or the ingenuity of a group of people. God de-
signed it this way. Therefore, He has a purpose in our church body being right where 
we                                                                                                   [continued on page 3] 

The Four “I’s” Of Friendship Evangelism 

The believer is appointed to be a lighthouse to others; a cheering lamp, a shining star, a loving guide.  



COLOSSIANS 3:12-14 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity. 
 
 

L O C G E V I G R O F U J Z E L D Z D L 
O S M H E E J Q Y P P N E L V C E P A A 
V Q H U L R T H D O M W C B A H V A N X 
E A Q M O S U O F S U M L N G O O T O D 
O F G I R E S Y G Z G R S C R S L I T W 
H P M L D O C E T E E Q S O O E I E H I 
C W V I F W P N N I T N R E F N D N E G 
S J N T N Z L I A E N H O U L R Q C R P 
D O G Y I A D X H V L U E E L V B E V P 
Y L B A S T X N G S E T D R M X E F P E 
L Y E B C P E O E P W I N A E O G S A O 
R V R G F D I Q N F U D R E G F S Z U P 
A N O I S S A P M O C V U G G A O B P L 
E D T G E D P B F A E Z R A V G I R U E 
D N P S H X N M S R L E J K W S K N E L 
L N E R O G I I A A V H C A E G M T S O 
P H G T L W N E B O N H T C E F R E P T 
T X H F Y O B S C G K Y V A Y P D V F Z 
P E L R E N E V I R T U E S R W K B G A 
R M E H T O L C O O K I N D N E S S R S 

—  2  — 

Scripture Word Search Order Of Services 
Enter To Worship . . . 

>3OHDVH�3ODFH�&RQWULEXWLRQ�,Q�&ROOHFWLRQ�3ODWH�2Q�%DFN�7DEOH@� 
>/RUGpV�6XSSHU�q3DFNHWVr�2Q�7DEOH�,Q�)URQW�+DOO@ 

Announcements  |  Scripture Reading  |  Prayer 
Song No. 9 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

Song No. 131—Grace Greater Than Our Sin 
· Lord’s Supper ·  

Song No. 439—Love Divine 
Song No. 160—I Love The Lord 

 · Sermon · 
3DXOpV�9RZ��7KH�*RVSHO�$QG�+LV�/RQJLQJ 

Scripturesʌ 
5RPDQV����-����0DWWKHZ�����-����-DPHV�������,VDLDK�������

0DWWKHZ��������&RULQWKLDQV������3KLOLSSLDQV�����-��� 
��&RULQWKLDQV��������-RKQ�������-RKQ����� 

 Outline:  
,QWURGXFWLRQ�– ����3DXOpV�WKDQNV�WR�*RG������3DXOpV�ORQJLQJ�WR�
      VHH�WKHP������3XUSRVH�LQ�VHHLQJ�WKHP 
,�  3DXOpV�9RZ�–�YY���-� 
,,�  7KH�*RVSHO�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�–�Y���� 
,,,�  3DXOpV�/RQJLQJ�–�YY����-�� 
&ORVLQJ�–  ����$UH�ZH�DV�UHDG\�WR�JR"�����$UH�ZH�DV�HDJHU"� 
     ����7KHUH�LV�DQ�XUJHQF\ 

Invitation & Closing Song Song 
No. 352—Give Me Thy Heart 
· Final Announcements · 

· Prayer For The Offering · 
· Closing Prayer · 

· Depart To Serve In Love · 
25 

· Stay For Lunch & Devotional · 
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[continued from front] 
we are.  
     What is His sovereign purpose for our church? The 
church is God’s demonstration of community. We 
are meant to demonstrate who God is through our 
lives as individuals, yes, but also as a community of 
people from all walks of life brought together by 
the grace of God in Christ. As a community of peo-
ple, we are to be helping ourselves and other peo-
ple SEE God. When our neighbors around us and 
those in our city see the 
Lytle Church of Christ, 
they should be able to see 
aspects of God’s charac-
ter. We are His body on 
earth. 
     What are a couple of 
ways we demonstrate His 
character? First and fore-
most, we do this by loving 
one another, no matter what. Jesus told his disci-
ples in John 13:35, “…love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” If we are not loving and 
demonstrating loving ways within the body, then 
we negate our testimony to those who are lost. 
     Second, we are to be zealous in our missionary 
outreach. Repeatedly, the scriptures teach that God 
seeks us, He comes to us, and He initiates the rela-
tionship, when we would otherwise be unable to 
get to Him. He is patient — longsuffering to a fault, 
some might say, and He wants no one to perish. 
He sent Jonah to Nineveh to tell them to repent. 
Jesus purposefully went into Samaria and shared 
the good news with a Samaritan woman. In doing 
so, Jesus crossed cultural “no-no’s” because the Sa-
maritans were vehemently hated by the Jews and 
vice versa, plus, men just didn’t talk to women in 

public. 
     What God does in seeking US, He wants us to 
do the same. Jesus said in John 20:21, “As the Fa-
ther has sent me, even so I am sending you.” We are to 
speak the gospel and tangibly demonstrate the gos-
pel. We are to do so both individually and as a 
church body working together. 
     In showing this love for one another and reach-
ing out to those in the community, we are showing 
friendship evangelism. And to help us in remem-

bering our responsibility to 
reach out and seek the 
lost, we can employ the 
four “I’s.”  
     Identify: Identify those 
around us who need the 
gospel. Who at your work 
do you know who is lost, 
who in your neighbor-
hood, or those who play 

ball with your kids or grandkids, or that friend in 
the same club as you, or the person you just meet 
by God’s divine appointment? We are to seek the 
lost. This will take planning on our part, such as: 
making plans to walk through the neighborhood 
around the church to get to know our neighbors. It 
may mean serving Lytle Elementary or another 
school in your neighborhood. And there will be 
times that you unexpectantly cross someone’s path, 
and will have the opportunity to share the gospel. 
Whether planned or not, we should always be seek-
ing the lost and ready to share the gospel through 
our words and service. You have relationships with 
people that others in the church don’t have. God 
by His sovereign design placed you where you are 
with the purpose to seek the lost. 
     Invest: Spend time loving them (even if they’re 
cantankerous or snarky), listening to them (even if 
they’re                                    [continued on page 6] 



—  4  — 

the crud. 
· Tom Woodard — He had a echocardiogram per-

formed Thursday. 
· Rozella Hawk (85yo) [Laura Gardner’s sister] — 

She was released from rehab to go home but very 
soon thereafter she wasn’t able to walk again so 
she was readmitted to a short term care and re-
hab hospital where seven kinds of bad bacteria 
were found in her bladder, two of which are ex-
tremely dangerous. 

· Velma McMeans [Wendell McMeans’ mom] — 
Her heart issues check out okay — no issues after 
all. She’ll have another stress test and if all is fi-
ne, she’ll be rescheduled for knee replacement 
surgery. 

· Beatrice Wilson [Searcher] — She’s looking for a 
new church home. Pray that God will guide her 
to where He wants her to be. 

JULY 25TH 
· Loved One(s) Lost: 

à Chant Family — Ivan [Natalia CoC elder] passed 
on to his eternal reward and rest on July 5th. 
He was 76. 

· Betsy Watkins — Her hip pain is better after the 
steroids (shot & meds) but her knee pain hasn’t 
abated at all. She saw the doctor again this past 
Thursday who gave her a couple of different 
nerve pain meds and referred her to a pain spe-
cialist. 

· Baby Maverick — [Dan Orr’s boss, Frank Arocha’s 
grandchild] — He was born July 8th with several 
health issues and was kept in the hospital for 
several days longer than normal but was able to 
go home July 15th. 

· April Jackson [Friend of the Watkins] — She’s de-
veloped life threatening, stage four nonalcoholic 
steatohepatitis (NASH), an aggressive form of 

Most Current Printout Of 
On-Going Concerns Is 

Today, 08/01/2021 
Pick Up A Copy Next To The Bulletins! 

CURRENT CONCERNS 
· The Will Of The FATHER Of LOVE & HOPE  — 

May it be worked out in the lives of HIS people to 
HIS glory and honor, forever and ever! 

· Natural Disasters — Earthquakes & Eruptions & 
Floodings & Hurricanes & Tidal Waves & Tor-
nados & Wildfires — wherever they occur. 

· U.S.A. — Our Governments (local, state, nation-
al) — Our State Department — Our Military & 
Their Families — Teachers, Support Staff, Youth 
& Families at our nation’s schools — Mass Shoot-
ings wherever they occur. 

· Rain and just enough! And praise for whatever 
precipitation we do receive! 

· Coronavirus — All those many, many people af-
fected by Coronavirus. May God send us relief 
from this pestilence. 

· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings — 
All the anger, anguish, animosity, anxiety, bitter-
ness, fear, fury, pain, resentment, rancor, worry 
and all the other negative emotions people are 
experiencing today. 

· Praise To GOD For Gene Vierling — He’s feeling 
much better! 

· Carlene Vierling — She still is feeling poorly with 

Lord, 
Hear Our 
PRAYER 



fatty liver disease with advanced scarring 
(cirrhosis) and inflammation. She isn’t in end-
stage liver disease (ESLD) yet, but may be close. 

JULY 18TH 

· Praise To GOD For Troy, Baily & Cody Smoot 
[Smoots’ son, granddaughter & grandson] — 
Troy and Bailey are getting over their covid and 
Cody’s UTI is better as well! 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à Pitts Family — Dan [Former member & preach-

er] passed on to his eternal reward and rest on 
July 9th. He was 87. 

· Harold Renninger — He’s continuing to experience 
pain from his hernia surgery. 

· Charles & Betty Smith — They’ve both been under 
the weather and experiencing various aches and 
pains. 

· Mandy Smoot [Smoots’ daughter-in-law] — She’s 
now contracted covid. 

· Kay Brown [Friend of the Watkins] — She had a 
reaction during a stress test plus ended up having 
to have a stint implanted. 

· Richard Cliett [Former member] — His bladder 
cancer is the worst of its kind — squamous cell . 
He had surgery on the Friday, July 9th. The can-
cer was bad and he will require chemo and fur-
ther surgery up to and including whole bladder 
removal but it looks treatable. He meets with his 
oncologist on July 29th. 

· Cathi Kennedy [Tom Woodard’s friend] — Her 
knee surgery on July 13th went well… she’s in 
pain but it’s tolerable. 

· Roberta [Lytle Art Club member] — She’s very 
worried & upset — her dog was attacked by a jave-
lina when they were out walking, resulting in 
much injury to her puppy-dog. 

JULY 11TH 

· Joyce Burris — She’s still experiencing pain. 
· Lori Orr — God’s joy and peace. 

JULY 4TH  
· Praise To GOD For Bill Ragsdale [Deborah Smoot’s 

brother-in-law] His back procedure to alleviate a 
pinched nerve was successful and pain is being 
regulated with his pain meds 

· Praise To GOD For Christian & Elizabeth Stepa-
novich [Tom Woodard’s grandson-in-law & 
granddaughter] — Elizabeth is with child! Due in 
mid to late December. 

· Praise To GOD For Janice Sparks [Tom Woodard’s 
daughter] — The polyps from her colonoscopy 
were noncancerous. 

· Praise To GOD For Tom Woodard — He saw his 
cardiologist — all is well. He also received some 
new knee injections from his knee doctor. 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à McMeans Family — Liebshund [Wendell & Mela-

nie McMeans’ baby dog] was laid to rest recent-
ly. He was 15-years-old. 

· Angela Spence [Tom Woodard’s former co-worker] 
— Her and Steve’s anniversary coming up — the 
first without Steve. 

· Gary Young [Friend of the Gardners] — He was 
having gall bladder issues so a drain has been 
inserted plus he’s being treated for a UTI. He’s 
also been diagnosed with lung cancer and will be 
going through 7 days (initially) of radiation. 

 

If you’ve ever wondered how I order the names 
on our prayer list . . . (1) Praises to GOD; (2) 
Loved Ones Lost; (3) Church Family in alpha-
betical order; (4) Relatives of Church Family in 
alphabetical order; (5) Friends, Coworkers, 
Neighbors, etcetera in alphabetical order. 

—  5 — 
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witness. If you don’t know where to start, perhaps 
you can share what Jesus has done for you. 
     Invite: Invite them to join you with the rest of 
the church. You may notice that much of the work 
has already been done by each of US prior to invit-
ing them to church. Too often, we “Identify” and 
then skip to “Invite” them to church. I won’t say 
that that is not good, but we are skipping over a 
part of the church (you and me) investing and in-
troducing that lost person to Christ. In other 

words, your relationship with that person is vital 
(hence the term, Friendship Evangelism). We are 
to be about investing and introducing others to 
Christ and not simply relying on a sermon or Bible 
study to do that for us. Let’s do both, but make 
sure we are not skipping the second and third 
“I’s.” 
     Brethren, God has uniquely placed our Church, 
our little congregation where she needs to be in 
order to display Jesus Christ; to love each other 
and work together to reach the lost in our commu-
nity. He has also uniquely placed each of US where 
we need to be to Identity, Invest, Introduce, and 
Invite those without Christ to follow Him! 

[continued from page 3] 
they’re more boring than watching the proverbial 
paint dry or watching golf [sorry golf fans!]), learn-
ing more about the person (surely they have a hob-
by or interest that you share), living out the gospel 
before them (harder than it sounds sometimes), 
and sowing seeds of the gospel through your verbal 
witness (yes, Lord, YES!). This investment may 
mean meeting needs as we’re able because you love 
people as God loves them. It will most likely take 

an investment of time, treasure, and toil. Make the 
most of every opportunity to invest the gospel, even 
if it is just for a moment. You never know whom 
the Lord has in mind to follow up with that person 
after you. 
     Introduce: As a believer, you introduce the per-
son to Jesus Christ. You share the gospel of Christ. 
God has given you a treasure to share. Don’t wait 
on someone more “qualified” to do it. YOU are 
qualified. After Jesus told the disciples in John 
20:21 that just as the Father has sent Him, so is He 
sending you, He “breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit…’” You have the Holy Spirit 
who indwells you and gives you power to be His 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Pam Fintel July 27th Birthday 

Tom Woodard August 1st Birthday 

Carlene Vierling August 7th Birthday 

Gene & Carlene Vierling August 8th Anniversary 

Laura Gardner August 9th Birthday 

Dan & Lori Orr August 13th Anniversary 

Betsy Watkins August 23rd Birthday 

If Your Special Day Is Between Today’s Date And 08/31/2021, And You Do Not See Your Name(s) Above, Please Let Mitch Know. 

Sundays 
12- ~1-1:30PM 

On every Sunday until further notice, after Worship we will enjoy a Bring 
Your Own Lunch Fellowship to appreciate each other in Christ’s love. 

Mondays 
1-3PM 

On every Monday until further notice, the ladies will be getting together for 
fellowship and to make blankets/quilts for the needy. 

TODAY National Friendship Day & American Family Day 

Sun—Aug 8 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — I Believe In Christ 

Sun—Aug 15 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — I Believe In The Bible 

*SEARCH Is Also On The Monday After It Originally Airs At: www.youtube.com/user/SearchTVMinistry 

Wed—Aug 4 Coast Guard’s 231st Birthday          & National Chocolate Chip Day 

Sat—Aug 7 Purple Heart Day & National Lighthouse Day 

Mon—Aug 9 
Victory Day In Japan & National Book Lovers Day 
& International Day Of The World's Indigenous People 

Tue—Aug 10 Lazy Day 

Wed—Aug 11 National Son & Daughter Day 

Sun—Aug 22 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — I Believe In The Church 

Sun—Aug 29 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — I Believe In Morality 

Thu—Aug 12 International Youth Day & National Vinyl Record Day 

Calendar Of Events 



God’s Plan�—�)RU�6DYLQJ�0DQ 
à God’s Grace — (SKHVLDQV����� 
à Christ’s Blood — 5RPDQV����� 
à The Spirit’s Gospel — 5RPDQV������ 
à Sinner’s Faith — $FWV������� 
à Sinner’s Repentance — /XNH������ 
à Sinner’s Confession — 5RPDQV������� 
à Sinner’s Baptism — ��3HWHU������ 
à Our Work — -DPHV������ 
à Our Hope — 5RPDQV������ 
à Our Endurance — 5HYHODWLRQ����� 

Becoming 3DUW�2I�7KH�/\WOH�)DPLO\ 
 
 
To be identified as part of our congregation (aka 
place membership) 
à Fill out the front and back of a Visitor’s Card 

with all your family information, making sure 
to check the box on front that says, tŝƐŚ�dŽ�
^ĞƌǀĞ�/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ 

à Place the card in the collection plate when it is 
passed during the Offering. 

Daily %LEOH�5HDGLQJ�— 

7KHPDWLF�6FKHGXOH�—�0DNLQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQV�%HWZHHQ�
'LIIHUHQW�6HFWLRQV�2I�6FULSWXUH 

SUN ��&KURQLFOHV�����/XNH��� 

MON ��&KURQLFOHV�����/XNH��� 

TUE ��&KURQLFOHV�����/XNH��� 

WED �&KURQLFOHV�����/XNH��� 

THU ��&KURQLFOHV�����/XNH�����3VDOPV��� 

FRI ��&KURQLFOHV���-����3VDOPV��� 

SAT 3VDOPV�������&KURQLFOHV��-� 

— 8 — 

Interactive 'DLO\�%LEOH�5HDGLQJ�3ODQ 
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file 
go to: YLGHR�ZYEV�RUJ�VSRWOLJKW 

Memorize 6FULSWXUH�—� 
 

LUKE 20:45-21:4 
     While all the people were listening, Jesus said to 
his disciples, 46 “Beware of the teachers of the law. 
They like to walk around in flowing robes and love 
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and 
have the most important seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honor at banquets. 47 They 
devour widows’ houses and for a show make 
lengthy prayers. These men will be punished most 
severely.” 
21 1 As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting 
their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a 
poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 
3 “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has 
put in more than all the others. 4 All these people 
gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of 
her poverty put in all she had to live on.”  


