THE LYTLE LIGHT
YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WQRLD.

7
Believers are appointed to be a lighthouse to others;
a cheering lamp, a shining star, a loving guide.

bulletin of the CHURCH of CHRIST in lytle, texas
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Sunday Schedule: 9:45AM - Bible Study | 10:45AM - Worship | 12:00PM - Fellowship Meal (4th or 5th Sundays)
Wednesday Schedule: 5:00PM—Bible Study

physical address — 15340 Main Street, Lytle, TX 78058 (do NOT use for mailing)
mailing address — PO Box 668, Lytle, TX 78058

phone —  ==>726-241-5234 <== NEW NUMBER AS OF 3/22/2024

email — lytlechurchofchrist@yahoo.com

website — lytlechurchofchrist.org

facebook —  facebook.com/Lytle-Church-Of-Christ-101136328215158
co-ministers —  Tom Woodard (210-562-0136) & Mitch Watkins (210-213-8392)

If you're searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; relationship
rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help; then we may be the place for.you.

ALL THAT IS, WAS; ALL THAT IS, WILL BE AGAIN — Part Two

Our memory verse last week was Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 — ! The words of the Preacher, the son of
David, king in Jerusalem. * “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” >
What profit has a man from all his labor in which he toils under the sun? * One generation passes
away, and another generation comes; but the earth abides forever. °> The sun also rises, and. the sun goes
down, and hastens to the place where it arose. ¢ The wind goes toward the south, and turns around to
the north; the wind whirls about continually, and comes again on its circuit. * All the rivers run into
the sea, yet the sea is not full; to the place from which the rivers come, there they return again. ® All
things are full of labor; man cannot express it. the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with
hearing. ° That which has been is what will be, that which is done is what will be done, and there is
nothing new under the sun. '° Is there anything of which it may be said, “See, this is new”? It has al-
ready been in ancient times before us. ' There is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be
any remembrance of things that are to come by those who will come after.

We stated that these first eleven verses could be broken into three parts: (1) Life Under
The Sun Is Frustrating (vv. 2-3); (2) Earth Remains Constant (vv. 4-7); and (3) Man Remains \
Discontented (vv. 8-11). Last week we covered verse one which sets the tone for the rest of ‘i\;
Ecclesiastes — that no matter what we do or how we do it, it’s all vanity; nothing matters.

We then took a look at verses two and three concerning how life is a series of frustrations —
[continued on page 3]



WELCOME VISITOR!

We Weloome Each & Every One Of You To Our

Worship Setvices today! We Hope You Will Stay
After Services So- We May Become Better Ac-
quainted! And _Be Sure To Join Us For Our
Monthly Eellowship Meal After Worship Services
On The 4th or 5th Sunday Of Every Month!

Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From
The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.

And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card (We
PROMISE Not To Sell Your Information!) From
The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And
Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The
Table In The'Back Of The Auditorium.

ORDER OE SERVICE

e ENTER TO WORSHIP o
e ANNOUNCEMENTS e
e SCRIPTURE READING e
e OPENING PRAYER e
Song No. 17-Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah
e MINISTER’S INTERCESSORY PRAYER e
Song No. 473—Break Thou The Bread Of Life
=3 ¢ LORD’S SUPPER e
Song No. 61-Blessed Assurance
Not In Song Book—Blessed Be The Name
® SERMON — SEE RIGHT COLUMN ®
Invitation Song No. 588—Nothing But The Blood
e FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS @
Closing Song No. 395—Blest Be The Tie That Binds
® PRAYER: OFFERING & CLOSING e
GO IN PEACE, DEPARTING TO SERVE IN LOVE

-2 —

SERMON

THE BATTLE FOR THE SOUL
1 TIMOTHY 1:18-20

® SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCES ®
1 Timothy 1:18-20
® SERMON OUTLINE ®
INTRODUCTION — (1) Life Is Filled With Battles
(2) First Battle Fought Was In Faen | (3) Everyone Af-
fected | (4) How Do We Unaderstand This Battle?
l. Battles Are Waged In The World
Two Opposing Sides
We Must Choose Sides
We Must Be Careful
Following World Unsafe
Can Win Battle, But Lose War
We Must Be Separate From World
Prince Of World Is Satan
Cannot Fight On Both Sides
eapons Are Different In This Battle
Weapons Are Necessary
Weapons Are Not Physical
The Weapons Are Not Carnal
Faith In God Is Required
God Provides The Armor
The Word Of God Is Our Weapon
The Way The Battlefield Is Aligned
Ways To Be Strengthened For Battles
A. Reminders We Are Loved
B. Reliance On God’s Word
C. How God Strengthen Us
D. Strength Enjoined
The Winners Crown
A. Crown Of Life
B. Greater In The Sight Of God
C. Everlasting Life — John 3:16
D. A Crown Of Glory
E. The Commanders Words
CONCLUSION — (1) We Can Overcome Satan | (2)
Think Of The Glory That Awaits

o INVITATION

MMOOW>=TEMMOO®>

Il.
V.

WED NIGHT STUDY

5:00 PM In Fellowship Hall (Use Rear Doors)
Please Join Us When Possible!

— Prophecies Concerning The Church —
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=& OPPORTUNITIES:

——— NEXT WEEK, JUNE 30 ——
5th Sunday Fellowship - After Morning Worship
SANDWICHES, CHIPS, Dips, FRESH VEGGIES/FRUITS, ETC.
—— JuLy & AuGUST ——

e NO FELLOWSHIP MEALS o
THE LADIES HAVE OFF FOR JuLY & AUGUST!

[continued from front]
frustration after frustration. The first proof of
frustration the Preacher points to is:

(2) Earth Remains Constant (vv. 4-7) — He
provides three examples of the circular consisten-
cy of nature (sun, wind and streams/rivers).

In verse four we're told that one generation is
replaced by another, and
another after that, but the

earth  remains  steady.
Think about that. The sig-
nificance  of  whatever

work we are actually able
to accomplish within our
own generation is typically
miniscule in light of the
myriad generations that
have come and gone. This,
[ feel, is even more humbling to consider. This
verse also shows us that though we can work and
labor under the sun, because of our short
lifespan, we get ahead only to leave this earth.
This applies not only to individuals but to fami-
lies, nations, kingdoms - all inhabitants of the
world. We all live as contemporaries, living to-
gether in the same age, in a certain period of
time, yet we all go off by death until the entire
generation is consumed.

In verse five we're told that from our perspec-
tive, we see the sun rise and set, day after day. It is
the same thing over and over again as the weeks,
months and years continue steadily onward. For
the Preacher, the sun is presented to us as a pic-
ture of the monotony of life. And not only is it
monotonous, the pace is relentless: the sun has-

tens back to where it will rise again. This life we
live while sojourning upon this earth seems to
have become, year after year, more frenetic, more
relentless, more chaotic. It never stops nor does it
ever become less intense. Perhaps most of us in
this congregation are retired and no longer work
in a culture where year after year, more is asked,
more is required, all while being made to work
with less. But even in retirement, life doesn’t ap-
pear to get any less hectic: there are grown kids
and grandchildren with all their “drama,” there
are the doctors and nurses and hospitals, oh my!
There’s also the odd funeral and occasional wed-
ding to attend; and time just keeps speeding up -
[ sometimes feel that I'm on one of those bullet
speed trains and the end (of this life) is oh so
near. And though we feel that our generation is
experiencing the speed of
life at its worst, it’s obvi-
ous that nearly 3,000 years
ago (the traditional con-
ventional dates of Solo-
mon’s reign, derived from
biblical chronology, is set
at between 970 to 931
BC) the Preacher or Solo-
mon felt as we feel. So the
sun rises, the sun sets ,and
it hastens to do it all over again.

Next, the Preacher considers the wind in verse
six. While the sun is fixed and goes on, the path
of the wind is not static, nor does it follow (from
our point of view) the same path as does the sun.
[t continues to blow in a circuitous fashion -
around and around it goes. This truly exemplifies
the rotation of men and women and things, the
instability, the inconstancy, the restless state of all
worldly enjoyments, the unprofitableness of our
labors. We work for and
knowledge all in service to the wind which fills
our bellies with the east wind which cannot satisfy
(see Ecclesiastes 5:16; Job 15:2). We, as frail hu-
mans, are like the wind that passes away and yet
returns to its place while we do not.

[continued on page 6]
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e May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of
LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,
MERCY, And RIGHTEOUS Be Done On
Earth As It Is In Heaven!

e People Affected By Natural Disasters In The
U.S.A. And Around The World

e Our Local, State & Federal Government Offi-
cials, Military, First Responders & Teachers

e Nourishing & Life-giving Rain

e Coronaviruses, Flues & Other Deadly Sick-
nesses

e Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings

e War, Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Coun-

tries

JUNE 23

A SUPERSCRIPTED INUMBER IN BRACKETS, 1.E.,
1" AT THE END OF AN ENTRY DENOTES HOW
MANY WEEK(S) THE ENTRY HAS BEEN PRINTED

IN THE BULLETIN
Dadd, Jaime [Tom Woodard’s co-worker at Cas-

tle Hills] — She’s just learned that she has breast
O. [INEW]

O

cancer at age 3

0 Shaw, Nancy [Betsy Watkins’ longtime friend] —
Her cancer markers have not been good. She’s
started a different infusion for her liver as the
old one wasn’t working. NV

0 Sparks, Janice [Tom Woodard’s daughter] — She
headed back to Arkansas this past Friday. MW

0 Woodard, Pat — She and her friends should re-

turn from their Irelnd trip Tuesday, June 25.
[NEW]

ADDITIONAL PEOPLE FOR WHOM &
SITUATIONS FOR WHICH TO PRrAY:

e Al

—_
— O

H
N

ALL FOLLOWING ENTRIES ARE BY DATE ORDER
AND ARE ALPHABETICAL BY LAST NAME

JUNE 16

0 Brown, Jason [Ronda Spicer’s son] — He is cur-

(1]

rently looking for employment.
0 Evans, Kamryn [Tom Woodard’s great niece] —

She recently had sinus surgery and Praise To
GOD! all went well. !

0 McMeans, Velma [Wendell McMeans’ mom] —

Since she fell while gardening a few weeks ago,

she’s fallen twice more — once while getting out
of bed and once when stooping to pick some-
thing off the floor. Needless to say, she contin-
ues to have considerable pain in her back. She’s
scheduled to have an MRI on Tuesday, June 18.
(1]

0 Spicer, Ronda — She is to have right knee replace-
ment surgery on Wednesday, August 7. "

0 Torres, Donna [Laura Gardner’s son’s gitlfriend’s

mother] — She was released from her hospitali-
zation due to her operated upon lung filling
with fluid and running a temperature. She’s still

in a significant amount of pain. "

JUNE 9

0 LaFleur, Miranda [Friend of Preston Davis (Tom
Woodard’s friend)] — She’ll be having a proce-
dure(s) to rebuild her brain floor on Wednes-
day, July 3. Praise To GOD! — She recently
asked for her mom to obtain a Bible — REAL-
LY cooL ™




0 Strunk, Billy — He had to be hospitalized due to
unknown causes. Lea said something to the ef-
fect that they almost lost him. Even so, he was
released from the hospital without a diagnosis

on Sunday, June 2.

JUNE 2

0 Flatequal, Pam — She arrived safely to Tennes-
see, Praise To GOD! P

0 McMeans, Justin [McMeans’ son] — His boss at

work intervened after Justin lost his job, allow-

ing him to return, Praise To GOD!"'

Orr, Dan — He was admitted to the hospital due

to chest pains, several tests were run and every-

O

thing came back okay so, he was subsequently
released. P!

0 Smoot, Deborah — She’s to have cataracts surgery

July 2 for preop clearance and July 12 for the
actual surgery on one of her eyes. Afterwards (2
weeks) she’ll have her other eye done. P!

Strunk, Lea — She’s been diagnosed with Periph-
eral Artery Disease (PAD), the cause of her feet

issues. She’s been put on a new med to make

0

the interior of her arteries “slick.” "

MAY 26

0 Misty—Last Name Unknown [Pam Flatequal’s
friend] —She’s been involved in a Johnson &

Johnson law suit due to cancer she’s had. Un-

fortunately, a recent body scan showed that she

has 10 brain tumors. ¥

0 Street, Brian [Laura Gardner’s Son] — He’s devel-
oped a serious ulcer. It will be expensive to
treat, it is unfortunate but he doesn’t have in-

surance. #

MAY 19

0 Flatequal, Fletcher [Pam Flatequal’s son] — His
left ear now looks good... somehow... and no

long needs surgery at this time, but... his right

ear may be in need of a surgery (he’s already

had one surgery on that ear)

0 Lloyd-Brown, Family [Ronda Spicer’s daughter-in-
law’s mother] — Linda Lloyd passed into eterni-

ty Thursday, May 16. ©!

MAY 12

0 Brown, Tina & Gardner, Sterling [Her: Ronda’s
granddaughter; Him: Gardner’s grandson] —

They’re now engaged! Congratulations! !

MAY 5

0 Gibbon, Tucker [Bill Ragsdale’s (Deborah

Smoot’s brother-in-law) son’s grandson] — Tuck-

er, a newborn, will have to have several proce-

dures to correct some health issues. !

0 Gail Kuehler’s Sister [Gail is one of the Art Club
[7]

members] — Sister passed into eternity.

ONGOING

NOTE: If You Know Of Anyone Below Who Should
Be Placed Back On The Active Detailed List, Please
Let Mitch Know.

121 Bentley,

: Bonin, Danny ”; Bonin, Donna *; Bridge-

water, Rebecca "% Brown, Hunter " Brown,

Stephanie "¥;  Burris, Cody, Spouse & New Baby
Hayes *; Burris, Gloria " Burris, Joyce ' Vela

Cheryl’s granddaughter Olivia %, 221,

Alderman, Roy ® Barron, Pat Family

Sage 8]

Corren, Jan

Delaney, Sophie ', French, Missae ®; Green,
Marvin ¥, Green, Sonia *°!; Haby, Casey "
Lopez, Emily " McLay, Carla ""; McLay, Gary

(22,

17, Montalvo, Louie ®; Norris, David Family 2,

Parra, Rudy ";Reilly, Mike Family "®; Renninger,

Ruane P); Slaughter, Ron ”; Smith, Bessie Family '}

Smith, Zachary Family 2; Smoot, Bailey "% Smoot,
Cody & Emily ") Smoot, Dan’iel "% Smoot, Jere-
my % Smoot, Randy "*; Sparks, Janice "Y;  Tum-
bow, Elaine % Tumbow, Gary '*°}; Vela, John &
Cheryl "% Villarreal, Douglas '*; Vierling, Gene ',

Watkins, Betsy ®; Watkins, Mitch '®; Welsby, Chris
[19]

5...giving all diligence, add to your faith vir-
tue, to virtue knowledge, °to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to per-
severance godliness, ‘to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.

— 2 Peter 1:5



[continued from page 3]

Finally in verse seven, the Preacher considers
the sea. We know that water is in constant mo-
tion - there is a loop from oceans, seas, lakes, riv-
ers and streams to evaporation to clouds to rain
and back to oceans, seas, lakes, rivers and streams.
And even though streams deposit their liquid into
lakes and oceans, they never fill up entirely. It’s as
if the work is never completed. Nature has no
gain to show for its ceaseless toiling which in itself
is an illustration of life’s vanity and meaningless-
ness - its unquiet and unsettled state - the unsat-
isfying nature of all things. The mind of man and
woman is never satisfied with any of the riches
and honor he or she gains, or the knowledge they
acquire. This suggests that even water, as fluctuat-
ing a body as it is, still has an advantage over man-
kind because the waters are always flowing, they
still return to their original place - something
men and women never do.

It’s all a lot like several movies and television
series ['ve seen over the years: Star Trek IV: The
Voyage Home, Stargate: SG1, Source Code, Looper
and Groundhog Day. There is a somewhat com-
mon theme of time travel and/or being stuck in a
time-loop between the movies I've mentioned but
[ think Groundhog Day is particularly relevant:
there is a point where the character, Phil Connors
(played by Bill Murray), is talking with some
friends in what sounds just like the Preacher. Phil
asks, “What would you do if you were stuck in
one place and every day was exactly the same and
nothing that you did mattered. One of the
friends, Ralph (played by Rick Overton), replies,
“That about sums it up for me.”

So, how is “vanity” so frustrating’ Because un-
der the sun, at least from our perspective, there is
darkness and uncertainty about life. Genesis 1-11
has a significant impact upon the writer of Eccle-
siastes. I believe the Preacher sees “vanity” as the
result of the Fall. The hopelessness that we feel
and the monotony we see is the result of our sin-
ful disposition - we are incapable of appreciating
things from God’s perspective. And that leaves us
frustrated and perplexed because the same God
who is sovereign over creation is also sovereign

over our frustrations. He could provide the an-
swers, and sometimes he does, but the primary
focus of the Preacher is on the seasons of life that

LRSS EINel PART 3 CONT'D NEXT WEEK

SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH

2 PETER 1:2-4

?Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the

knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, *as His
divine power has given to us all things that pertain to
life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him
who called us by glory and virtue, *by which have

been given to us exceedingly great and precious prom-
ises, that through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is

in the world through lust.

NIATREPMDSRAULZDBWNSB
TPFHZCRSZVRCHZUCROLSB
AGFXDUOXSKIEIMJSWDAQC
ERLHWEERSEJRKFVMTJXS
RAXTVFLLRFNETADIVINE
GCZSIFXLZUCIGUTPIPMP
DEULKSWZAAPPLIERQNURQ
HDJRWUZRECCTODYZAGLX
GOEKUOSPEXQAILORXPTL
UGSWGISTGWDIGOPGQFTIO
OJUIXCFHRLONHINLVSPN
RKSTJEGFRRIPXHPTMILR R
HZNVLRAONDFQBERHNTTIA
TVZOFPWTENJUGSOIRHED
WUPEWZLEGZLHCCMNMKDN
KKFNKLCRGDOWPAIGMMAE
TYHIGXELIMRLXPSSDTESG
KBBEENODMPDUWEETIUUNEK
QGURQRZRGIVENDSRUSNW
CVJOYAQADEWFANEESEHT

5 ...brethren, whatever things are true, what-
ever things are noble, whatever things are
just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if there is
anything praiseworthy — meditate on these
things.

— Philippians 4:8



ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS

Rick & Pam Fintel June 1 Anniversary
Tom & Pat Woodard June 10 Anniversary
i Lea Strunk June 27 Birthday
@ ¥ Wendell & Melanie McMeans July 20 Anniversary
Pam Fintel July 27 Birthday

If Your Special Day Is Between Today’s Date And July 31, 2024
And You Do Not See Your Name(s) Above, Please Let Mitch Know.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

———- Church Stuff —— Church Stuff —— Church St@ ——

4th OR 5th “Table” Fellowship Potluck Lunch — =
Sundavs After Worship From Approximately 12:00PM To 2:00PM
y Either The 4th Sunday Or 5th Sunday Of Every Month (Except When On Hiatus)
Eve sy Sewing Sisters (All Ladies Welcome!) — Meet In The Fellowship Room From
ThurZs da ég # 12:00PM To 2:00PM For Fellowship And To Sew Stuff (Lap Quilts, Bibs,
Y Etc.) For The Needy Or Just To Do Things Together.
Sun—Jun 30 @ IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY — “Musts” Of C[zristianity— for channel: searchtv.com
SUH—JUI 7 @ IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY — One Another— for channel: searchtv.com
SUI’I—]UI 14 @ IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY — Is God Active Today— for channel: searchtv.com
Sun—Jul 21 @ IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY — XXX — for channel: searchtv.com
Fri|Sat|Sun— |Women Of Joy Conference @ San Antonio — Theme: He Must Become Greater; And
Sep 27-28-29 I Must Become Less | Early Bird Rate: $129 For Entire Conference [womenofjoy.org]
——— Non-Church Stuff —— Non-Church Stuff —— Non-Church Stuff ——
Eve Lytle Friendship Art Club — Fellowship Room From 9:30AM To 1:00PM
TV rZi Plus, Every 2nd Tuesday Of Each Month, The Club Meets For A Business
uescay Meeting, Lunch & Demonstration(s)
3rd Mondays VFW Auxiliary — Fellowship Room @ 6:00PM
Sun—Jun 23 U.N. Public Service Day | National 1Detr0it—Styi Jzza & Pecan Sandies Days
Tue—Jun 25 National 'Police Community Cooperative & “Strawberry Parfait Days
Wed—Jun 26 International Day In Support Of The Victims Of Torture | Chocolate Pudding Day
Fri—Jun 28 National 'Cerviche & *Cream Tea & *Food Truck Days
Sat—Jun 29 Great American Picnic Day | National Almond Buttercrunch Day
Sun—]Jun 30 International Asteroid Day | National Meteor Day | Log Cabin Day

— 7 —



GOD’S PLAN For Saving Man —

God’s Grace — Ephesians 2:8;
Christ’s Blood — Romans 5:9;

The Spirit’s Gospel — Romans 1:16;
Sinner’s Faith — Acts 16:31;

Sinner’s Repentance — Luke 13:3;
Sinner’s Confession — Romans 10:10;
Sinner’s Baptism — 1 Peter 3:21;
Our Work — James 2:24;

Our Hope — Romans 8:24;

Our Endurance — Revelation 2:10

(e R > AR IR IR IR RS TR > R o

ARE YOU SAVED By GOD!?
ASK HOW IF YOU’RE UNSURE!

WANT TO BE

Part Of Our Local Family?

To be identified as part of our Congregation
(aka “place membership”): Fill out a Visi-
tor’s Card with all your family information,
making sure to check the box on front that
says, Wish To Serve In this Congregation,
then place the card in the collection plate
on the table in the back of the auditorium.

INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —

To open and/or download the interactive

PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight

DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —

Chronological — Date Order —
Biblical Events When Believed To Have Occurred

SUN [Jun 23 -1 Kgs 12-14

MON [Jun 24 -2 Chr 10-12

TUE |Jun 25 -1Kgs 15:1-24; 2 Chr 13-16

WED |Jun 26 - 1 Kgs 15:25-16:34; 2 Chr 17

THU |Jun 27 -1 Kgs 17-19

FRI Jun 28 - 1 Kgs 20-21

SAT [Jun29-1Kgs 22;2Chr18

Kgs = Kings | Chr = Chronicles

MEMORIZE scripture —
SCRIPTURE VERSES FOR THIS WEEK

" For we brought nothing into this world, and it
is certain we can carry nothing out.

— 1 Timothy 6:7

29 All go to one place: all are from the dust, and
all return to dust.
— Ecclesiastes 3:20

21 “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and
naked shall I return there. The Lord gave, and
the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord.”

—Job 1:21

**Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about its own things.

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
— Matthew 6:34

?In this manner, therefore, pray: our Father in
heaven, hallowed be Your name. ° Your kingdom
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. ' Give us this day our daily bread. > And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver
us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

— Matthew 6:9-13



