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THE WORLD THEN AND THE U.S. NOW – A BIBLICAL COMPARISON – PART ONE
     The Condition of Humanity Before the Flood – The Bible paints a sobering picture of humanity before the flood. Society had become morally corrupt, spiritually bankrupt, and violently wicked. God looked upon the earth and saw that mankind had abandoned righteousness and embraced evil without restraint.
     Genesis 6:5 declares: “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”
     This was not isolated sin. It was a culture consumed by rebellion against God. Wickedness had become normal. Evil was celebrated. Violence filled the land. Human beings ignored God’s warnings and pursued their own desires and only Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
     Further, the Bible tells us in Genesis 6:11 that: “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.” The corruption of Noah’s day was not merely political or social – it was spiritual. Humanity had rejected God’s authority and moral boundaries. Sin no longer caused shame. People lived according to fleshly desires without repentance or reverence for holiness.
[continued on page 3]




















[continued from front]
     Jesus Himself warned that conditions before His return would resemble the days of Noah – “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:37). This statement should awaken every believer. Christ specifically pointed back to Noah’s generation as a prophetic picture of the last days.
     America’s Moral Condition Today – When we honestly examine modern America, many similarities become impossible to ignore. We live in a society where immorality is promoted openly through entertainment, social media, politics, education, and popular culture. Biblical truth is often mocked while sinful lifestyles are celebrated. Things once considered shameful are now praised as progress. We should remember that Isaiah 5:20 warns: “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
     America has witnessed an alarming increase in violence, sexual immorality, greed, dishonesty, corruption, addiction, and hatred. The sanctity of marriage and family has steadily deteriorated. Many have rejected biblical standards in favor of personal pleasure and self-centered living. The prophet Hosea wrote: “There is no truth or mercy or knowledge of God in the land” (Hosea 4:1c). This verse sounds painfully relevant today.
     Our nation possesses wealth, technology, and freedom, yet many hearts remain empty because society has drifted far from God. Churches are often neglected while worldly pursuits consume people’s lives. Prayer and repentance are replaced with pride and self-sufficiency. Romans 1 describes a culture that suppresses truth and glorifies sin. It warns of people becoming lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. And we are witnessing that very spirit in our generation.
     Yet even in such darkness, God still extends mercy just as He did in Noah’s day. Noah                         [continued on page 6]
[continued from page 3]
Noah preached righteousness while preparing the ark. Today, faithful believers are still called to stand for truth, proclaim the Gospel, and warn others lovingly before judgment comes. The message of Scripture is clear: God is patient – but His patience will not last forever.
Icontinued next weekI
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SERMON
The Parables Of Jesus – The Leven
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Matthew 13:33; Matthew 16:5-12; Luke 12:1; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; Matthew 13:19; Romans 10:17-18; Colossians 1:6,23; 2 Corinthians 2:14-16; Luke 17:20-21; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8

INTRODUCTION – (1) The Parable Of The Mustard Seed"  (2) This Parable Seems To Have The Same Purpose  (3) Similarities To "The Parable Of The Mustard Seed"  (4) Differences Can Be Noted 

I.	Background Information
	A.		What Was "Leaven"?
	B.		Symbolic Uses Of "Leaven"
II.	The Meaning Of The Parable
	A.		Growth Will Be Pervasive
	B.		Influence Will Be Complete
III.	Application Of The Parable
	A.		Don't Lose Heart
	B.		Be A Leavening Influence

CONCLUSION – (1) The Work Of Christ Will Not Be For Naught  (2) "What Kind Of Leaven Are You?"  (3) Use Your Influence For God’s His Glory

INVITATION


WEDNESDAY @  4PM
Study – The Minor Prophets


ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
58 – A Wonderful Savior
288 – Only In Thee
406 – I Will Pray
· Minister’s Prayer
403 – A Blessing In Prayer
175 – The Lord’s Supper
· Lord’s Supper
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
283 – I’ll Be Listening
· Final Announcements
293 – Yield Not To Temptation
· Offering & Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love
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WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Following entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
JULY 12
· Burris, Joyce – She was admitted to the hospital Sunday, July 5. She has a 16mm kidney stone. Doctors have put in a stint and plan to wait 2 weeks before attempting to remove the stone. She is in Westover Hills Baptist Hospital [NEW] 
· Cruz, Marta (Sister of last week’s visitor) – She needs a heart valve replacement to the tune of about $17,000 but is impoverished and has no medical insurance. [NEW] 

· Huerta, Christy [Melanie McMeans’ niece (daughter of Melanie’s brother Perry Moore) – She’s been suffering from back pain so she visited her doctor. Doctors found that she has high blood pressure and a blood clot. Surgery is planned for a later date. [NEW] 
· Kessler, Ernie [Wendell McMeans’ friend and former coworker] – He underwent a heart valve replacement Thursday, July 2. This 80-year-old man is doing as well as can be expected. [NEW] 
· Pratt, Taeko [Angela Spence’s mother (see Spence entry below)] – She is experiencing poor health. [NEW] 
· Spence, Angela [Tom Woodard’s friend and former coworker] – She is experiencing poor health. (See Pratt entry above). [NEW] 
JULY 5
· Lassen, Peter [Friend of Gene Vierling] – He’s been diagnosed with cancer and is now at MD Anderson in Houston for a new kind of treatment rather than the normal chemo. [01] 
· Neugent, Rick Family [Grandfather of a friend of the Watkins’] He recently passed into eternity. [01] 
· Nicholson, Brad Family [Deborah Newman’s sister’s husband] – He passed into eternity recently. [01] 
· Sparks, Janice [Tom Woodard’s daughter] – She’s lost some weight so her recent blood work came back much better, Praise To GOD!  [01] 
· Slaughter, Mary [Melanie McMeans’ sister] – Her Tuesday June 30 surgery to remove a 5mm x7mm mass went well and the mass sent for testing. Praise To GOD!  she is doing well. [01] 
· Strunk, Billy – Since his insurance company declined paying for a cancer treatment his doctor insists he needs, we’re praying some financial aid comes through to help him pay (currently) about $8,000 for meds and tests. [01] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically Be Removed At The 26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This Ongoing   List   And   You   Believe   They Should Go Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.

[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998]Alsup, Dylan [11]   Anderson, Dale [08]  Bailey, Linzi [04]  Balderrama, Matthew [09]  Barber, Kathy Family [06]  Beauchemin, Marvale [08]  Bippert, Cheryl [11]  Brown, Colton Family [20]  Busse, Duane [09]  Capshaw, Mike (Poppy) [02]  Cashion, Corena [08]  Cashion, Mark [04]   Cook, Karen [11]  Coombs,  Derek [19]  Coughran, Rick [02]  Dolbeare, Robert [12]  Drake, Paul & Lynn [11]  Dubose, Belinda Family [06]  Dwyer, Meagan [16]  Dygert, Harold Family [18]  Flatequal, Pam [18]  Gardner, Laura [02]  Guzman, Emily Family [17]  Jackson, April [10]  Johnson, Bill Family [03]  Keese, Bob & Katheryn [11]  Last-Name-Unknown, Irene [14]  McMeans, Melanie [15]  McMeans,   Wendell [22]  Melendy Family [09]  Moore,   Jennifer [21]   Moore,  Michael  &  Michelle [13]   Moore, Perry [02]  Moore, Sherry [09]   Morgan, Mitzy Family [14]  Morris, Barry [11]  Mr. Lowe [24]  Ott, Ronnie [09]  Perkins, Sarah Family [02]  Pillows, Darlene [11]  Potter, Edna Family [07]   Price, Jennifer [23]  Ranne, Ruth Family [08]  Renninger, Ruane [04]  Roeder, Gary [08]  Schilling, Ina [24]  Sims, Linda [21]  Smith, Betty [10]  Smolder, Tom [03]  Smoot, Bailey [21]  Smoot, Beth [15]  Smoot, Cody & Emily [25]  Smoot, Deborah [06]   Smoot, Max [18]  Smoot, Randy [03]  Sparks, Lane & Ashley [20]  Stepanovich Family [18]  Spicer, Ronda [02]  Strickland, Greg [07]  Vierling, Carol [03]  Vierling, Gene [16]  Villereal, Douglas Family [16]  Villereal, Pam [02]  Watkins, Betsy [04]  Watkins, Mitchell [04]  White, Linda [19]  Woodard, June [09] 


LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL & GLOBAL CONCERNS
· May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,  MERCY, And RIGHTEOUSNESS Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
· People In The U.S.A. And Around The World Who’ve Been Affected By Natural Disasters
· Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials, Military, First Responders & Teachers, Nourishing & Life-giving Rain
· Coronaviruses, Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses
· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings
· War, Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries

Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!                                                                                                      – 2 Timothy 3:1-5
SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
GALATIANS 1:11-12
11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.
 
Y I G R E C E I V E D Y O O
L E P S O G T H M E S Z F H
H T S P V E Q M X K V Q J Z
S H H M C W T W E A S Q J S
A R Y R U L C N T M D T G V
B A C C O R D I N G E C E U
G F B X T U E P Q Q H K E N
L H E W S R G L U N C U B O
C E H F I N K H M P A D F I
V E C C R Z R I S R E V M T
L J I F H B I A A W R E C A
S F H M C R H P Z C P M Z L
M E W R D E M G L P Z V J E
A M R J E T F N I C I U C V
V D N O W H K G I K A B Y E
O F G R U R T N X T B M Z R
T T O N E E N I O B U K E P
M A N C C N E O E W U O S W
W Y D X N O Q T T N N X S H
K H A U T J T H G U A T D D
K W N X J H B S U S E J C V
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
[image: A pile of blue and white gift boxes

Description automatically generated]Viola Dzielzanowski				Jun 26	       Birthday
Colton Brown					Jul 6	       Birthday
Noah & Liberty Turner-Pinkney		Jul 9	       Birthday
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Description automatically generated]Wendell & Melanie McMeans		Jul 20	       Anniversary
Pam Fintel					Jul 27	       Birthday
If Your Special Day Is July 27th Or Before And You Do Not
See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
[image: ]Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
[image: ]Every Thursday	Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Jul 12	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Much Closer Attention
Sun – Jul 19	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Conditional
Sun – Jul 26	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Born In Sin
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Jul 12	National 1Pecan Pie And 2Eat Your Jello Days
Mon – Jul 13	Beef Tallow Day & National Beans & Franks Day
Tue –  Jul 14	National Mac & Cheese Day
Wed –  Jul 15	National 1Gummi Worm And 2Be A Dork And 3Hot Dog Days
Thu –  Jul 16	Artificial Intelligence Appreciation Day & National 1Cherry And 2Corn Fritters Days
Fri –  Jul 17	World Day For Internation Justice & National Peach Ice Cream Day
Sat –  Jul 18	Toss Away The “Could Haves” & “Should Haves” Day & National 1Sour Candy And 2Cavior Days
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Sun – Jul 19	National 1Football And 2Ice Cream Days
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WANT TO BE
Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.
READ ALONG W/TOM
Sunday		7/12/2026	Zephaniah 2
Monday		7/13/2026	Zephaniah 3
Tuesday		7/14/2026	Habakkuk 1
Wednesday	7/15/2026	Habakkuk 2
Thursday	7/16/2026	Habakkuk 3
Friday		7/17/2026	Obadiah 1
Saturday	7/18/2026	Joel 1
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Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
Daily Readings From Both The Old And New Testaments 
SUN	– Day 197 - Psa 19-21; Act 19:21-41
MON	– Day 198 - Psa 22-24; Act 20:1-16
TUE	– Day 199 - Psa 25-27; Act 20:17-38
WED	– Day 200 - Psa 28-30; Act 21:1-14
THU	– Day 201 - Psa 31-33; Act 21:15-40
FRI	– Day 202 - Psa 34-35; Act 22
SAT	– Day 203 - Psa 36-37; Act 23:1-11
Psa = Psalms  Act = Acts
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MEMORIZE Scripture —
1 Timothy 6:6-8 – 6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing,  with these we shall be content.
1 Timothy 6:9 – 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
1 Timothy 6:10 – 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
Matthew 6:19-20 – 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
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