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THE QUIET POWER OF PRAYER
     Strength Found in Stillness — Prayer is one of the
most powerful gifts God has given His people, yet it
often works in ways that are gentle, quiet, and unseen.
This dichotomy of a gentle, quiet and unseen gift being powerful is something that many don't seem to understand, even Christians.  
     Scripture never describes prayer as a dramatic display; instead, it presents prayer as a steady lifeline between the believer and the Father. Jesus Himself modeled this. Before major moments, He withdrew to pray — not to escape responsibility, but to anchor Him-
self in the Father’s will. “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed” (Luke 5:16).
     Our world measures power by noise, speed, and visibility but God measures power by faithfulness. Prayer shapes the heart long before it changes circumstances. It aligns our desires with God’s pur-
poses: it softens what has grown hard and it steadies what has become anxious. Paul reminds us, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6).
[continued on page 3]
[continued from front]
The promise that follows is not immediate solutions, but peace — a peace that “sur-passes all understanding” (v.7)
     This is the quiet power of prayer: it transforms the inner life so that the outer life can be lived with courage, clarity, and trust. Even when nothing around us seems to change, something within us does. Prayer is not about escaping the world but about meeting God in the middle of it.
     The quiet work of prayer becomes a steady light — guiding decisions, calm-ing fears, renew-ing hope, and drawing the be-liever closer to the heart of God.
     How Prayer Shapes the Chris-tian Life and provides a steady light in a restless world — Prayer is
not merely a spiritual discipline; it is a way of life. It is the Christian’s constant return to the One who knows, hears, and cares. When Paul wrote, “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17), he wasn’t calling for nonstop words — he was calling for a posture of continual dependence. A heart that turns to God again and again becomes a heart that is strengthened, purified, and guided.
     The quiet power of prayer shows itself in several ways:
     Prayer anchors us in God’s presence. “The Lord is near to all who call on Him” (Psalm 145:18). When life feels uncertain, prayer reminds us that God is not distant. 
     Prayer shapes our character. Prayer is where pride softens, patience grows, and love deepens. As we confess, surrender, and seek God’s will, we are molded into the likeness of Christ.
     Prayer opens the Christian’s eyes to God’s work. We see blessings in greater detail and burdens more honestly. As we pray, we begin to notice His pro-vidence in places we once overlook-ed. 
     Prayer strength-ens our endurance. Prayer keeps the believer from giving up   when   life   be-
comes heavy. Jesus told His disciples that they “ought always to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1).
     The Christian who prays faithfully may not always feel powerful, but they walk with a power the world cannot explain. 
     May this week find you leaning into that quiet power, trusting that the God who hears in secret is shaping your life in ways that will bear fruit in His perfect time.
Lytle Light
You Are The Light Of The World.
– Matthew 5:14a
15340 Main Street,
Lytle, TX 78052
PO Box 668,
Lytle, TX 78058
(726) 241-5234
Tom Woodard
(210) 562-0136
Mitch Watkins
(210) 213-8392

lytlechurchofchrist.org
lytlechurchofchrist@yahoo.com
facebook.com/Lytle-Church-Of-Christ-101136328215158
Searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help? We may be the place for you.
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SERMON
SERMON SCRIPTURES:  Matthew 13:1-3,10-17; Mark 4:33-34; Matthew 4:13-17; Mark 4:13
Series: "The Parables Of Jesus"
INTRODUCTION (1) Jesus Frequently Used
Parables (2) Disciples Today Should Ask Questions (3) We Begin By Introducing "The Parables Of Jesus"
I.		The Definition Of "Parable"
A. The Word "Parable"-"Parabole" (Para-Bow-Lay) B. As Uses In The New Testament
II	.	The Purpose Of Parables
	A. Primarily To "Conceal" B. Another Purpose: To "Reveal"
III.  The Subject Matter Of Parables
	A. "The Kingdom Of Heaven" B. "Sub-Themes" Are Stressed (1) The Character Of The Kingdom (2) The Character Of The King (3) The Character Of It’s Subjects
IV.	Interpreting The Parables
	A.Two Extremes (1) Spiritual Truth In Every Detail (2) Just one One Spiritual Truth 
	B.Guidelines To Interpret (1) Jesus’ Expla-nation (2) The Central Truth Of A Parable (3) Consider The Context (4) Don't Formulate New Doctrine
CONCLUSION - (1) These Guidelines Explain "The Mysteries" (2) Count Your Blessings (3) These Parables Concern Great People (4) Once Hidden, Now Revealed
INVITATION
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
Song 242 – Soldiers Of Christ Arise
· Offertory Prayer
Song 413 – Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah
· Minister’s Prayer
Song 219 – Sound The Battle Cry
Song 338 – My Faith Looks Up To Thee
Lord’s Supper
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
Song 368 – All To Jesus I Surrender
· Final Announcements
Song 471 – Abide With Me
· Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love
WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Following entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
MAY 24
· Potter, Edna Family [Friend of the Watkins’] – Edna passed into eternity, Tuesday, May 19. She would have been 98 on June 2.
· Smoot, Deborah – Praise To GOD! She saw her gastroenterologist and received a good report. She also had a very thorough consultation with a cardio-therapy before she begins therapy Wednesday,   May  27.  Earlier,   she  had
stints implanted in her heart. Still be in prayer about her severe osteoporosis. [NEW] 
· Strickland, Greg [Janice Sparks’ friend] – He’s been diagnosed with frontal lobe dementia. His wife Holly is retiring from school so they can have more time together.
· Strunk, Billy – He’s been diagnosed with prostate cancer.  [NEW] 
MAY 17
· Anderson, Dale [Spouse of long-time Lytle Art Club member and former president] – He passed into eternity recently [NEW] 
· Bailey, Linzi [Ronda Spicer’s niece] – An MRI shows her tumor has shrunk from 4” to 2” and not present anyplace else, Praise To GOD! Her doctors want to remove the tumor surgically, so she meets with them tomorrow to discuss dates.  [02] 
· Cashion,  Corena  –  Continued  concerns due to her cancer. [NEW]
· Beauchemin, Marvale [Long-time Lytle Art Club member] – She passed into eternity recently. [NEW] 
· Ranne, Ruth Family [Darrell Ranne’s mother] – She passed into eternity Saturday, May 9. [NEW] 
· Spicer, Ronda – She’s scheduled for cataract surgery Thursday, June 4 and again Thursday, June 18. [NEW] 
· Watkins, Betsy – Continued health con-cerns. [NEW] 
· Watkins, Mitch – Continued health con-cerns. [NEW] 
MAY 10
· Balderrama, Matthew [Joey Dzielzanoski’s friend] – He had surgery in three different places to remove cancer. Doctors are confident that, Praise To GOD! Matthew is now cancer free! [01] 
· Moore, Sherry [Melanie McMeans’ sister-in-law] – She finished her current round of chemo and has decided to go through a second round. She is also Melanie’s brother, Perry’s, wife and care giver. [01] 
· Ott, Ronnie [Joey Dzielzanoski’s uncle] – At a family gathering, he suddenly turned purple/blue and was disoriented. He was EMS’d to the hospital but as of this past Sunday, there was no update. [01] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 20 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically Be Removed At The 26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This Ongoing   List   And   You   Believe   They Should Go Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.
[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998]Alderman, Roy [21]; Alsup, Dylan [03]; Bippert, Cheryl [04]; Bradley Family [18];  Bridgewater, Larry [19]; Brown, Colton family [13]; Brown,  Diane  Family [22]; Busse, Duane [02]; Cook, Karen [04];  Coombs,  Derek [12]; Dolbeare, Robert [05]; Drake, Paul & Lynn [04];  Duncan, Roberta [19]; Dwyer, Meagan [09]; Dygert, Harold Family [11]; Fintel, Rick [20]; Flatequal Family [19]; Flatequal, Pam [06]; Flores, Carlos [19]; Gonzalez, Joel [22]; Guzman, Emily Family [10]; Jackson, April [03]; Keese, Bob & Katheryn [06]; Last-Name-Unknown, Irene [07];  Lester, Bob [22]; McMeans, Melanie [08]; McMeans,   Wendell  [15]; Melendy Family [02];  Moore,   Jennifer [14]; Moore, Michael & Michelle [06]; Moore, Perry [12]; Morgan, Mitzy Family [07]; Morris, Barry [04]; Mr. Lowe [17]; Persat, Diana [22]; Pillows, Darlene [04]; Price, Jennifer [16]; Renninger, Ruane’s grand-daughter-in-law [16]; Roeder, Gary [01];  Schilling, Ina [17]; Sims, Linda [14]; Smith, Betty [03]; Smith, Jimmie (JD) [21]; Smoot, Bailey [14]; Smoot, Beth [08]; Smoot, Cody & Emily [18]; Smoot, Max [11]; Smoot, Tiffany [20];  Sparks, Lane & Ashley [13]; Stepanovich Family [06]; Street, Cris [19]; Vierling, Gene [09]; Vierling, Scott [21]; Villereal, Douglas Family [09];  Walker, Tony Family [21]; Weisel, Michelle [17]; White, Linda [12]; Woodard, June [02]
LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL & GLOBAL CONCERNS
· May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,  MERCY, And RIGHTEOUSNESS Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
· People In The U.S.A. And Around The World Who’ve Been Affected By Natural Disasters
· Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials, Military, First Responders & Teachers, Nourishing & Life-giving Rain
· Coronaviruses, Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses
· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings
· War, Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries

Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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THE PRAYERS OF
CHILDREN

“Dear God, I went to this wedding, and they were kissing right there in church. Is that OK?”

“Dear God, it must be super hard to love all the people in the world, especially my brother. I don’t know how You do it.”

“Dear God, maybe Cain and Abel would not kill each other so much if they each had their own rooms. It works out OK with me and my brother.”

“Dear God, please take care of my daddy, mommy, sister, brother, my doggy and me. Oh, please take care of yourself, God. If anything happens to you, we’re gonna be in a big mess.”

“Dear God, I say your prayer every night, ‘lead us not into temptation and deliver us some e-mail’ but I never get an e-mail from you. Do you have my right address?”

“Dear God, when my mom makes leftovers, do I have to pray for the food again?”

“Dear God, could you please send Mikey Johnson to another summer camp this year?”
SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
JAMES 5:13-16
13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.
8
Z G Y M N F T P J O Q L S E P W H J G
R E H T O N A C N S K Y I F P C I A Y
Y N H Y A L Y O R A E O A O Q G N X X
X I C S U L N M E D F I M Z Q N Q G O
K L L A C Q S M R A T Z A T M I F N L
C P T R Q W Z I P H O B M U K T Y I P
F N D A C Y B T E V H A B L C N G S T
F O C I F T S T C B O C B X I I Y Y K
S E S S A P S E R T O W U C S O K U X
W J J E F L T D J N T I L E D N X S P
N R E P O K T G F P Z X L G Q A P U R
U B G R R Y X E C D R D C S S U A I A
G L D V G O S J Q M E U I E U S P R Y
E P K O I S B F B R Z H V C F N B A E
X B M X V Z O E S X G D H Y F I G V R
R X U A E V I H R N U E A H E S G A T
J I U G N C E E O H E H Y E R S F I W
Y U G V V A V M E R P X W M I P E L V
V I B H L O A F F V Y Q D K N S R S K
U C J E T P F U E H I M B H G V V P Y
A S D B R E L J C W H E V I E V E A M
Q X K A C Y O R T X B G N V V M N N L
B Z Y T L X U U V E L T Y J A Z T Y E
C Y I E R H S Z S E M A N Q S T G O U
Y V N W C J Y Q Z L K V P S D V F N S
E B D Z H S M L A S P B W L Z F E E M
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	ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS

	Joshua Turner-Pinkney
	May 19
	[image: A green box with a pink ribbon and a bow
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	Carol Vierling
	May 22
	Birthday

	Hunter Kruger (Dzielzanoski)
	May 29
	Birthday

	Gene Vierling
	May 31
	Birthday

	Rick & Pam Fintel
	Jun 1
	Anniversary

	Tom & Pat Woodard
	Jun 10
	Anniversary

	If Your Special Day Is Between Today And May 31st And You Do Not
See Your Name(s) Above, Please Let Mitch Watkins Know!


	EVENTS & STUFF

	----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----

	4th Or 5th Every Other Sunday
	[image: ]Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
Approximately 12PM – 2PM

	Every Thursday
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Description automatically generated]              Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM

	Sun – May 31
	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Yes, We Need God

	Sun – May 31
	5th Sunday Fellowship Meal

	Sun – Jun 7
	In Search Of The Lord’s Way - TBA

	---- Non-Church Stuff ---- Non-Church Suff ---- Non-Church Stuff ---- Non-Church Stuff ----

	Every Tuesday
	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM

	Every 3RD Mon
	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM

	Sun – May 24
	Wear Your Tiara Day & National 1Brother’s Day & 2Asparagus And 3Escargot Days

	Mon – May 25
	Memorial Day & Prayer For Peace Memorial Day

	Tue – May 26
	National 1Blueberry Cheesecake And 2Cherry Dessert Days

	Wed – May 27
	National 1Senior Health And Fitness And 2Grape Popsicle Days

	Thu – May 28
	International Hamburger Day & National Brisket Day

	Fri – May 29
	National 1Biscuit And 2Coq Au Vin Days

	Sat – May 30
	World Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Day

	Sun – May 31THE LYTLE LIGHT                                                                                                                       PAGE 7


	National 1Smile And 2Macaroon Days
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Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.
READ ALONG W/TOM
Sunday		5/24/2026	Luke 24	
Monday		5/25/2026	Psalm 3
Tuesday		5/26/2026	Psalm 4
Wednesday	5/272026	Psalm 5
Thursday	5/28/2026	Psalm 6
Friday		5/292026	Psalm 7
Saturday	5/30/2026	Psalm 8
MEMORIZE Scripture —

1 Chronicles 16:11 – 11 Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face evermore!

2 Chronicles 7:14 – 14 if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

1 John 5:14-15 – 14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.


INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
Daily Readings From Both The Old And New Testaments 
SUN	– Day 148 - 1 Chr 23-25; Jhn 11:1-17
MON	– Day 149 - 1 Chr 26-27; Jhn 11:18-  
                              46
TUE	– Day 150 - 1 Chr 28-29; Jhn 11:47- 
57
WED	– Day 151 - 2 Chr 1-3; Jhn 12:1-19
THU	– Day 152 - 2 Chr 4-6; Jhn 12:20-50
FRI	– Day 153 - 2 Chr 7-9; Jhn 13:1-17
SAT	– Day 154 - 2 Chr 10-12; Jhn 13:18-
                             38

Chr = Chronicles | Jhn = John

[Days Listed Are NOT Days Of The Year
But Days Of The Plan]
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