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BROKEN DOESN’T ALWAYS MEAN THROW IT AWAY
     On September 1, a new law took effect in Texas that says something interesting about the way we treat broken things: House Bill 2963, commonly called Texas’ “Right to Repair” law, requires manufacturers of many covered electronic devices to make repair information, tools and replacement parts available to owners and independent repair businesses on fair and reasonable terms.
     The basic idea is simple: when something breaks, replacing it shouldn’t always be the only practical option. Sometimes it can be repaired. We live in a disposable world. When something quits working, our first thought is often, “How much will a new one cost?” Sometimes replacing something really is the wisest choice. But we’ve grown incredibly accustomed to throwing away things previous generations might have repaired.
     Unfortunately, that attitude can creep into the way we think about people – including ourselves. We make a terrible mistake and think we’re ruined. A marriage goes through a difficult season and someone concludes it’s beyond repair. A friendship is damaged and we decide it would be easier simply to walk away.  Someone   falls  into  sin  and  we  quietly  wonder  whether
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God could ever use that person again. But Scripture repeatedly tells the story of a God who restores broken things.
     David knew something about being broken. After his terrible sin, he didn’t come before God pretending everything was fine. He confessed, repented and prayed for restoration. He wrote, “The sac-
rifices of God are a broken spirit, a br-oken and a contrite heart – These, O God, You will not despise” (Psalm 51: 17). God does not throw away the rep-entant person who comes to Him brok-en.
     Through the prophet Joel, God made an extraordinary promise to people who had experienced devastating loss: “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten” (Joel 2:25). Thing about that word: restore. God doesn’t merely see what something is. He sees what, by His grace, it can become.
     Isaiah described the coming work of the Messiah as bringing good news to the poor, healing the brokenhearted, comforting those who mourn and giving “beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness” (Isaiah 61:1–3).
     To us, ashes look like the end of something – God can see a beginning.
     Perhaps one of Scripture’s greatest examples is Peter. He had confidently declared his loyalty to Jesus – and then denied the Lord three times. Imagine the shame he must have carried afterward. Peter might easily have concluded, “After what I’ve done, I’m finished.” Jesus didn’t. After the resurrection, Jesus met Peter beside the Sea of Galilee.  Three  times  He
asked Peter, “Do you love Me?” And three times Jesus entrusted him with work to do: “Feed My lambs.” “Tend My sheep.” “Feed My sheep” (John 21:15–19). Jesus wasn’t throwing Pet-
er away. He was restoring him.
     That doesn’t mean sin doesn’t matter, consequences aren’t real or every damaged situation can simply be returned to exactly what it was before. Biblical restoration includes truth, repentance, forgiveness and sometimes a long process of rebuilding.
     It also means Christians should become people who help with restoration rather than disposal.
Galatians 6:1 tells believers that if someone is overtaken in a trespass, those who are spiritual should “restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness.” Notice the word isn’t reject. It isn’t ridicule. It isn’t discard. It’ restore.
     Texas’  new  law  concerns  phones,  tab-
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lets, laptops and other covered electronics. But perhaps there’s a larger lesson hiding in something as ordinary as repairing a broken device.
     Before deciding something – or someone – is beyond hope, remember how God has dealt with broken people throughout Scripture. David was broken. Peter failed. Israel wandered. And God continued His work of redemption and res-

toration.
     Maybe there is something broken in your own life today: a relationship, a dream, your confidence, your walk with God, or simply your sense that God can still use you. Don’t confuse broken with worthless. Bring the broken pieces to the One who specializes in restoration. Because in God’s hands, broken doesn’t always mean throw it away. IendI
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SERMON
Abel Speaks Today
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Genesis 4:8-12 • Hebrews 11:4 • John 1:10-12 • John 15:18 •  Hebrews  11:22  •  Hebrews  11:39-40  •  1 

Corinthians 15:22-23 • Genesis 50:24 
INTRODUCTION – (1) A Son Lost In Battle • (2) A Fallen Son Speaks • (3) What We Learn From Him
I.	The Sinfulness Of Man
	A.		The Fall
	B.		Sin Is The Problem
	C.		The Sinful Heart
	D.		Christ Changes The Heart
II.	The Shortness Of Life
	A.		Life Quickly Passes
	B.		Eternal Life
	C.		Preparation Needed
III.	Salvation Through Obedience
	A.		Ready To Meet God
	B.		Our Sacrifices
	C.		No Other Salvation Path
IV.	A Righteous Life
	A.		Short Life That Speaks
	B.		Physical Death And Faith
	C.		The Endurance
CONCLUSION – (1) Example Of Abel • (2) What Is Our Response?
INVITATION
WEDNESDAY @  4PM
Study – The Minor Prophets – Jonah

ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
3 – How Great Thou Art
270 – To Love Someone More Dearly
· Minister’s Prayer
254 – Work, For The Night Is Coming
271 – To The Work
147 – On The Cross Of Calvary
Lord’s Supper
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
264 – Christ For The World We Sing
· Final Announcements
210 – ‘Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus
· Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love
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WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Following entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.



SEPTEMBER 6
· Alderman, Kelly [Ronda Spicer’s sister-in-law] – She spent a brief sojourn in the hospital with sepsis but Praise To GOD! doctors got it under control, and she was able to go home. Her lymphoma has returned. She’s scheduled for a shot a week for four weeks when she’ll be tested to see if there’s any change. [NEW] 
· Geehan, Tom [Father of Smoots’ son-in-law, Kieran] – He was admitted to the hospital Monday, August 31 for an infection. He’s been put on antibiotics and remains in the hospital as of this past Thursday, September 3. [NEW] 
· McMeans, Wendell & Justin – They’re on the road to and from Arkansas and should be back today, September 6. [NEW] 
· Neal, Jean [Friend Of Congregation] – She’s lost her brother this past Wednesday or Thursday, August 26 or 27. She’s actually lost four family members in 2026. [NEW] 
· Self, Jerry [Tom Woodard’s long-time friend from Tupelo, MS] – He’s now at home and thought his multiple health issues remain, he’s trying to behave better in order to manage those issues.  [NEW] 
· Smith, Betty – She’s been battling a sore throat but is feeling some better as of this past Thursday, September 3. [NEW] 
· Williams, Alfred [Friendship Art Club member] – Part of his mobile home’s roof was blown off during a storm the week of August 23-29. [NEW] 
AUGUST 30
· French, Missae – She was released from the rehab center this past week and is home. Her bone marrow test came back negative for what doctors were looking for so doctors believe her anemia issue may be nutrition related. [01] 
· Gardner, Laura – She’s been suffering from some virus. [01] 
· Vierling, Carlene – She’s been suffering from a cricked neck. [01] 
AUGUST 23
· Flores, Oliver [Pam Flatequal’s friend] – The left side of her face hurts very badly (headache/migraine). She’s seeing a “Head” doctor. [02] 
· Neal, Larry [Friend Of Congregation] – Just found out he passed into eternity back in April two days after having a stroke which occurred after a heart valve replacement surgery. [02] 
· Roeder, Gail [Pam Flatequal’s sister] – She’s not been doing especially well particularly in light of not being compliant with her doctors’ wishes specifically not using oxygen as she should. [02] 
· Smoot, Randy [Roger Smoot’s brother] – He suffered a mild stroke Thursday, August 20. It affects the left side of his body which already suffers from Parkinson’s. He was to be in the Jourdanton Hospital for several days. [02] 
AUGUST 16
· Huerta, Christy [Melanie McMeans’ niece (daughter of Melanie’s brother Perry Moore) – She’s already gone back to work after open heart surgery so everything, Praise To GOD! has been going well! [03] 
· Moore, Perry [Melanie McMeans’ brother] – He’s undergoing PT twice a week after suffering a stroke and is doing as well as can be expected. [03] 
· Moore, Sherry [Melanie McMeans’ sister-in-law] – She is not doing well: chemo-therapy has not been effective and she is now taking morphine and wearing a Fentanyl patch as well as being under hospice care. [03] 
· Sparks, Lane & Ashley [Tom Woodard’s grandson and grand daughter-in-law] – Congratulations and Praise To GOD! to both on the birth of their son by caesarean at 7:34AM on August 4, Liam Daniel, 8lb 1oz (sorry, no info on length). [03] 
· Strunk, Billy The shot to treat his prostate cancer was finally approved by his insurance company. He’ll receive one shot every six months for (currently) an unknown number of times. His daughter took him to be with his children in Arkansas where he’ll probably stay at least a couple of weeks. [03] 
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ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically  Be  Removed  At  The  26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This Ongoing List And You’d Like Them Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.
Anderson, Dale [15]  Bailey, Linzi [11]  Balderrama, Matthew [16]  Barber, Kathy Family [13]  Beauchemin, Marvale [15]  Bippert, Cheryl [18]  Burris, Joyce [04]  Busse, Duane [16]  Capshaw, Mike (Poppy) [09]  Cashion, Corena [15]  Cashion, Mark [11]   Cook, Karen [18]   Coughran, Rick [09]  Cruz, Marta [06]  Dolbeare, Robert [19]  Dubose, Belinda  Family [13]    Dwyer, Meagan  [23]    Gardner, Garret [15]  Gardner, Laura [09]  Gardner, Sterling & Christian & Theo [04]  Garrett, Ann [04]  Jackson, April [17]  Keese, 
[continued on page 8]
[continued from page 6]
[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998]Bob & Katheryn [18]  Kessler, Ernie [08]  Lassen, Peter [05]  Melendy Family [16]  McMeans, Cody [06]  Morgan, Mitzy Family [21]  Neugent, Rick Family [08]  Nicholson, Brad Family [08]  Ott, Ronnie [16]  Pillows, Darlene [18]  Potter, Edna Family [14]  Pratt, Taeko [08]  Ranne, Ruth Family [15]  Renninger, Ruane [11]  Roeder, Gary [15]  Slaughter, Mary [08]  Smith, Betty [17]  Smoot, Beth [22]  Smoot, Deborah [13]   Smoot, Max [25]  Sparks, Janice [08]  Spence, Angela [08]   Spicer, Ronda [09]  Strickland, Greg [13]  Vierling, Carol [10]  Vierling, Gene [23]  Villereal, Pam [10]  Watkins, Betsy [11]  Watkins, Mitchell [11] 






5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
– Hebrews 13:5




CONCERNS:
LOCAL  STATE
NATIONAL  GLOBAL 
· May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,  MERCY, And RIGHTEOUS-NESS Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
· People Affected By Natural Disasters In The U.S.A. And Around The World  Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials & Civil Servants  Our Military & Reservists  Our First Responders  Our Doctors & Nurses & Support Staff   Our Teachers  Nourishing Rain  The Fight Against Coronaviruses & Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses  Civil Unrest & Racial Strife  Mass Shootings  War  Unrest  Lack Of Peace In America & Other Countries

 Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
GALATIANS 6:1-2
1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
V H M A N X A N O T H E R T N
G J W L A W I U A N I D K V C
S N E D R U B S I E S R O L H
R V D O Z C A K O R N A T E R
U G S V O L R S W H B E G S I
U N P E L N H B S T T B H T S
S I I R G E N T L E N E S S T
P R R T J R D S D R S Y K F L
I E I A W H G N E B H U R L L
R D T K J U S K T N U P E E I
I I U E T R E S P A S S S S F
T S A N G K Z V M O M U T R L
J N L U V B D N E B Z H O U U
L O P X J O E P T N G E R O F
J C L M D V A H R F F D E Y I
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 ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
Ruane Renninger | Serenity Turner	        Sep 5	Birthday | Birthday
[image: A pile of blue and white gift boxes
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Joey Dzielzanowski	        Sep 15	Birthday
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Description automatically generated]Sarah Turner	        Sep 16	Birthday
Ronda Spicer	        Sep 19	Birthday
Jim & Laura Gardner | Ryder Dzielzanowski   Oct 10	Anniversary | Birthday
Deborah Smoot	        Oct 11	Birthday	
If Your Special Day Is October 11th Or Before And You Do Not
[image: ][image: ]See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 
EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ][image: ][image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Thursday	          Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Sep 13	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Can You Know The Truth
Sun – Sep 20	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Walking By Faith
Sun – Sep 27	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Being Forgiven
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Sep 6	Slinky Day & National Toasted Marshmallow Day THE LYTLE LIGHT                                                                                                                       PAGE 7


Mon – Sep 7	Labor Day & National 1Acorn Squash And 2Salami Days
Tue – Sep 8	Star Trek Day & World Literacy Day
Wed – Sep 9	Teddy Bear Day & National Wiener Schnitzel Day
Thu – Sep 10	World Suicide Prevention Day & National TV Dinner Day
Fri – Sep 11	Patriot Day & National Hot Cross Buns Day
Sat – Sep 12	National 1Chocolate Milk Shake Day And 2Day Of Encouragement
Sun – Sep 13	Uncle Sam Day & International Chocolate Day & National 1Hug Your Boss And 2Peanut Days  
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INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
SU – Day 253 - Pro 17-18; 2 Cor 2
MO – Day 254 - Pro 19-20; 2 Cor 3
TU – Day 255 - Pro 21-22; 2 Cor 4
WE – Day 256 - Pro 23-24; 2 Cor 5
TH – Day 257 - Pro 25-27; 2 Cor 6
FR – Day 258 - Pro 28-29; 2 Cor 7
SA – Day 259 - Pro 30-31; 2 Cor 8
Pro = Proverbs  Cor = Corinthians

READ ALONG W/TOM
Monday	9/7/2026	1 Corinthians 7
Tuesday	9/8/2026	1 Corinthians 8
Wednesday	9/9/2026	1 Corinthians 9
Thursday	9/10/2026	1 Corinthians 10
Friday	9/11/2026	1 Corinthians 11
Saturday	9/12/2026	1 Corinthians 12
Sunday	9/13/2026	1 Corinthians 13

WANT TO BE
Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.
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