
God Holds The Future In His Hands 
Part One 

If  you’re searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; 
relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help; then we may be the place for you. 
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SUNDAY  HOURS: 
Bible Study—9:45AM             
AM Worship—10:45AM         
PM Worship—5:00PM 
 

WEDNESDAY HOURS: 
Bible Study—5:00 PM 

The believer is appointed to be a lighthouse to others; a cheering lamp, a shining star, a loving guide.  
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     Futurologists are people who 
make predictions about the future. 
One prediction is that some babies 
born now are likely to live to the 
ripe old age of 150. In 2009, 
Wired magazine predicted that 
meal replacement patches (taking nicotine replacement patches a step 
further) will be in existence by 2018, and that by 2020 there will be a 
new financial currency introduced for purchases in space. Well, we 
don't have meal replacement patches nor a new currency yet, but the 
future is still the future. 
     Some look to futurologists to know what is coming. Others go fur-
ther. Many people read their horoscopes because they want to know 
what the future holds. In 1 Chronicles 10:13-14 we're warned, "So 
Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the Lord in that 
he did not keep the command of the Lord, and also consulted a medi-
um, seeking guidance. He did not seek guidance from the Lord. 
Therefore the Lord put him to death and turned the kingdom over to 
David                                                                   [continued on page 2] 

You Are The Light Of  The World.  
- Matthew 5:14a (NAS) 
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Nonperishables Collection! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
We Are Once Again Collecting Cans & Dry Goods 
To Donate To The San Antonio Food Bank To 
Help People In Lytle & Its Environs. 
 
If You’d Like To Bring In A Donation, The Collec-
tion Box Is In The Back Of The Auditorium And 
Thank You For Helping Hungry People In Our 
Neighborhood! 

— AM — 
Enter To Worship . . . 

>3OHDVH�3ODFH�&RQWULEXWLRQ�,Q�&ROOHFWLRQ�3ODWH�2Q�%DFN�7DEOH@� 
>/RUGpV�6XSSHU�q3DFNHWVr�2Q�7DEOH�,Q�)URQW�+DOO@ 

Announcements  |  Scripture Reading  |  Prayer 
Song No. 311—My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less 
Song No. 215—All The Way My Savior Leads Me 

— Lord’s Supper —  
Song No. 634—Looking To Thee 

Song No. 11—God Holds The Future In His Hands 
Song No. 183—Anywhere With Jesus 

 — Minister’s Personal Thoughts — 
— Sermon [New Years Resolutions]�— 

Scripturesʌ 
��&RULQWKLDQV�������-DPHV������3KLOLSSLDQV�����-��� 

��&RULQWKLDQV����������7LPRWK\�����-����+HEUHZV�����-����
'DQLHO���������3HWHU������*DODWLDQV���������&RULQWKLDQV����-� 

Outline 
,QWURGXFWLRQ������1HZ�<HDUV�EULQJV�XV�RQH�\HDU�FORVHU�WR� 
     ��D��7KH�GD\�RI�RXU�GHDWK��RU��E��7KH�GD\�WKH�/RUG�
     �UHWXUQV��DQG��F��-XGJPHQW������6LQFH�ZH�DUH�RQH�
     �\HDU�FORVHU��ZH�VKRXOG���D��5HIOHFW�RQ�WKLV�SDVW� 
     �\HDU��E��6XJJHVW�UHVROXWLRQV�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU 
,�  ,Q�WKH�SDVW�\HDU� 
  $�  'LG�ZH�LPSURYH�RXU�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�*RG" 
  %�  'LG�ZH�LPSURYH�RXU�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�RXU�EUHWKUHQ" 
  &�  'LG�ZH�LPSURYH�RXU�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG" 
,,�� )RU�WKH�QHZ�\HDU�UHVROYH�WR� 
  $�  'UDZ�QHDUHU�WR�*RG 
  %�  'UDZ�QHDUHU�WR�WKH�EUHWKUHQ 
  &�  'UDZ�QHDUHU�WR�QRQ-&KULVWLDQV 
&RQFOXVLRQ������7KHVH�PD\�VRXQG�VLPSOLVWLF�����7LPH�LV�D�SUH-
     FLRXV�FRPPRGLW\�����$�FORVLQJ�SRHP 
�Invitation Song No. 470—Just A Closer Walk . . . 

— Final Announcements — 
Song No. 403—A Blessing In Prayer 

— Prayer For The Offering & Closing Prayer — 
— Depart To Serve In Love — 

— No PM Service — 
1H[W�:HHN�6WDUWV�2XU�6DQGZLFK�	�&KLSV�)HOORZVKLS 
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[continued from front] 
David the son of Jesse." And James tells us that "If 
any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who 
gives generously to all without reproach, and it will 
be given him (James 1:5). 
     As the one who holds the past, present and fu-
ture in his hands, only God truly knows the future. 
Much of it is hidden from us but there are certain 
things about our future that God tells us. 
     1. Our future with God begins with an honest 
look at our past. We can see that in Psalm 119:25-
32. 
     The study of history helps us to predict the fu-
ture. As Winston Churchill once said, "To unders-
stand the future we need to understand the past." 

[continued on page 3] 
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[continued from page 2] 
     When we look at the psalms, I think we can see 
an honesty, reality and authenticity about the way 
in which they are written. The psalmist does not 
disguise his feelings. He speaks openly and vulnera-
bly about them: "My soul clings to the dust! (v.25a). 
     We all face temptation, sin, difficulties, sorrows, 
fears, hopes and desires. The psalmist says, "When 
I told of my ways, you answered me" (v.26a). The 
Psalmist spreads his case before the Lord, opening 
his heart with sincerity to him because sometimes 
we face times of deep sorrow: "My soul melts away 
for sorrow" (v.28a). 
     How does the psalmist re-
spond to all these difficulties? 
He prays, "give me life accord-
ing to your word!" (v.25b). He 
meditates on God’s word 
(v.27b) and prays: "strengthen 
me according to your word! Put 
false ways far from me and graciously teach me 
your law!" (vv.28b–29). 
     For our part, we must resolve to follow God’s 
ways in everything but not out of a sense of obliga-
tion or guilt. We must try our best to choose to run 
in the path of God’s commands so He can set our 
hearts free (v.32). When we trod that path, we can 
thank God that in times of struggle we can turn to 
Him. We can thank Him that, as far as the future 
is concerned, we have a path to follow. Let us pray 
for God's help to run in the path of His commands 
and to thank Him that this is the path of freedom. 
2. Your long term future is totally secure. This is 
shown in 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12. 
     Jesus is coming back. The second coming is the 
most important thing to know and believe about 
the future. It changes everything about how we 
should live our lives now, and infuses every mo-
ment of the present with hope. No one knows ex-

actly when it will happen, but we are to live every 
day as if he were returning today – doing what he 
would want us to be doing. 
     Paul begins this letter with the assertion that 
God gives us everything we need and makes us eve-
rything we're to be (v.2). And he thanks God for 
their phenomenal growth of their faith and their 
love for each other (vv.3–4). 
     There is a great deal of emphasis in the New 
Testament on spiritual growth; we are not meant to 
stand still. Our faith and love should continually 
grow and it will as God wants to increase the mus-

cles of our faith. Is our faith 
getting stronger? Is our love 
increasing? Do we react differ-
ently now then we did two or 
three years ago? 
     So often, it is our struggles 
rather than our ‘successes’ that 
make us stronger. The Thessa-

lonians’ faith and love was growing in spite of – 
maybe even because of – the persecution and trials 
that they were enduring (v.4). 
     Paul tells them that in the future God will put 
things right (vv.6–7). "Since indeed God considers 
it just to repay with affliction those who afflict 
you" (v.6). When Jesus returns he will execute a 
perfectly just judgment: "and to grant relief to you 
who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord 
Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty an-
gels" (v.7). 
     God desires that all people repent and come to 
a knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). But he 
warns those who consistently reject the knowledge 
of God throughout their life, and do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (v.8) – as was the 
case with those who were persecuting the Thessalo-
nians – that there is a judgment to come. They will 
miss                                       [continued on page 6] 
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· Betsy Watkins — She went to see her new endocri-
nologist who’s ordered a whole host of tests on 
her hormones via blood and other analyses as 
well as a new CT scan (with & without contrast) 
of her adrenal glands. 

· Alvin McMeans — He has covid and pneumonia 
and has been in the hospital. 

· Velma McMeans — Her hip replacement did not 
take (the ball slipped out of the socket) so they’ll 
have to go in again to redo it/adjust it. 

· Janice Sparks [Tom Woodard’s daughter] — She 
had the surgery on her hand, which went well, 
and is now at home recuperating, “allowing” Tim 
to do some of the house cleaning. 

· John Dittmar [Charles Johanson (from San Pedro 
CoC)’s daughter Holly’s son] — There is a health 
issue for Holly’s 3rd child, born 12/1/2020, 
8lbs. He may have congenital hyperinsulism. 
He’s to have a PET Scan and once the diagnosis 
is confirmed he may have to undergo pancreas 
surgery. 

· Billy Sudheer [India missionary] — He’s contracted 
covid and is not doing well. He’s currently still in 
India. 

· Billy Sudheer’s Wife & Mother — They both have 
covid. His mother is in critical condition. 

DECEMBER 20TH 

· Praise To GOD For Cody Smoot [Smoot’s grand-
son] — He no longer has covid and has been re-
leased from his imprisonment! 

· Praise To GOD For Michael Pinkston [Director of 
the Christian school where Tom Woodard subs] - 
He had covid but has been released from hospital 
to finish his recovery at home. 

· Katy Burris [Joyce Burris’ granddaughter] — She 
has covid. 

NOTE: Effective Today, There Is A Change To 
The Prayer List. From Now On, The OnGoing 
Concerns Will Be On A Separate Sheet Of Paper 
And Printed At Least Once A Month, Very Possi-
bly More Often. 
CURRENT CONCERNS 
· The Will Of The FATHER Of LOVE & HOPE  — 

May it be worked out in the lives of HIS people to 
HIS glory and honor, forever and ever! 

· Natural Disasters — Earthquakes & Eruptions & 
Floodings & Hurricanes & Tidal Waves & Tor-
nados & Wildfires — wherever they occur. 

· U.S.A. — Our Governments (local, state, nation-
al) — Our State Department — Our Military & 
Their Families — Teachers, Support Staff, Youth 
& Families at our nation’s schools — Mass Shoot-
ings 

· Rain and just enough! And praise for whatever 
precipitation we do receive! 

· Coronavirus — All those many, many people af-
fected by Coronavirus. 

· Civil Unrest & Racial Strife — All the anger, 
anguish, animosity, anxiety, bitterness, fear, fury, 
pain, resentment, rancor,  worry and all the other 
negative emotions people are experiencing today. 

· Injured people from construction explosion in Bal-
timore on Wednesday the 23rd and (possible) 
purposeful explosion in Nashville on Friday the 
25th. 

Lord, 
Hear Our 
PRAYER 
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· John Miller [Tom Woodard’s friend] — He is still 
in the hospital with covid and pneumonia, not 
much improved. 

· Steve Spense [Friend of congregation] — He’s not 
doing well at all, continues the battle. 

DECEMBER 13TH  
· Praise To GOD For Colton & Abby Brown [Ronda 

Spicer’s grandson and granddaughter-in-law] — 
They are officially expecting a baby girl. 

· Praise To GOD For Dave Hudson [Jake McMeans’ 
boss] He was sick (NOT covid) and on ventilator 
for awhile but he’s better and has even returned 
to work! 

· Helen Ernst — She fell and didn’t have her phone 
with her to call for help but she was able to get 
herself up and is doing okay, just a little bruised. 

· Joyce Burris — The MRI of her knee didn’t show 
anything wrong. The doctor believes it’s simply 
inflammation and wants Joyce to wear a knee 
brace, use her walker and take Tramadol for the 
pain. 

· Ruane Renninger — She had to have a procedure 
due to a spider bite on her back that became in-
fected. 

· Gene Vierling — He saw his cardiologist a couple 
of Wednesdays ago concerning his medication 
change and his heart issue. His doctor plans to 
monitor things for now. 

DECEMBER 6TH 

· Martha Ramon — She has decided to start wor-
shiping at a Spanish-speaking congregation. We’ll 
miss her and wish her all God’s blessings in this 
new chapter of her life and service in Christ. 

· Barbara Stickles — She has breast & bone cancer. 
She’s currently living with her daughter in Liber-
ty Hill: c/o Robin Laddy, 606 Blessing House 

Rd, Liberty Hill, TX 78642 — 830-783-7060. 
· Tristan Connor [Fintel’s great-grandson] — He’s 

been diagnosed with PFAPA (Periodic Fever-
Aphthous-Stomatitis-Pharyngitis-Adenitis), a 
childhood syndrome that causes repeated epi-
sodes of fever, mouth sores, sore throat and swol-
len lymph nodes. He’s home recovering from his 
latest episode. 

· Justin McMeans — He’s looking for new employ-
ment and is considering a different career path. 

· Jim Sivert [Tom Woodard’s former High School 
Coach] — He’s having trouble getting his wife 
(Jacqueline) into a nursing home due to covid. 
He’s 94 and can’t handle her. 

 

Why Pray? 
     If  God knows what 
we are going to ask, why 
ask? If He already know 
what He’s going to do, 
why pray? Why does He 
sometimes heal when 

we pray and sometimes not? If our prayer causes 
God to do some good thing He wasn’t going to do 
until we prayed, what does that say about the char-
acter of God? 
     Essentially, why pray? 
     Firstly, the answer to the question isn’t one that 
children like to hear: because our Father says so. 
Scripture tells us to pray. In His sermon on the 
mount, Jesus was explicit: “Ask, and it will be given 
to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened for you” (Matthew 7:7). Ask, seek, 
knock: each is an imperative, not a suggestion. 
Each is God’s demand of us. 

—— MORE NEXT WEEK —— 
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JEREMIAH 29:11 — 
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope. 
MATTHEW 6:34 —  
Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for to-
morrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 
day is its own trouble.� 
 

A T H E R E F J K L K S V U I X N A T W 
M D S Y T L E V I G H A V E F M N H E X 
N E W P E M O R R O M O T X Z X E U I T 
D C M W L Z E R A L C E D D I R I U T H 
L L M O N A J I L N T C R U E G H L S E 
I A O N S W N T C E H O V F E S G C E R 
V R R K U H O S L I L S A Y N T F N L E 
E E R E F Q E E F J F B K A O H E T V F 
D Z O L F M M L L F C F L K G E R S E D 
O B M B I O N V E W U P U A G R E E S E 
Y F O U C N H E S C E O C S M E H R X F 
E U T O I K D S T V J L Y E R F T A C B 
R T D R E F N E I C I F F U S O H L T T 
A U H T M W E L F A P E Y A D R F C O U 
F R P X T F R U T U F Y X H R E O E M O 
L E I K Z M O R R O M O T M S F R D O B 
E T N E I C I F F U S U O I X N A O R A 
W Q V R D Z N O T I S S J F L B U O R T 
C F R A F L E W E L R H L E P O H P O G 
B F F N E I C I F F U S B Y W B E S W X 

Scripture Word Search 
[continued from page 3] 
miss out on the possibility of eternal life. 
     The opposite of eternal life is destruction and 
being shut out from the presence of the Lord (v.9). 
Those who know God and obey the gospel will 
experience his presence and his majesty into eterni-
ty on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy 
people and to be marvelled at among all those who 
have believed (v.10a). Paul says this includes the 
Thessalonians "because our testimony to you was 
believed" (v.10b). Their long-term future is totally 
secure. 
     Their response to the gospel determined their 
future. The gospel message is urgent or as Carl 
Henry put it, "The gospel is only good news if it 
gets there in time." 
     As far as their short-term future is concerned, 
Paul writes, "To this end we always pray for you, 
that our God may make you worthy of his calling 
and may fulfill every resolve for good and every 
work of faith by his power" (v.11). 
     We are not simply sitting around waiting for 
Jesus to return as some of the Thessalonians 
seemed to have been doing. God has a good pur-
pose for our life, He has called us, He puts ideas 
into our heart and He works in us both to will and 
to act according to his good purpose (Philippians 
2:13). 
     In all this, Paul prays that the name of Jesus will 
be glorified "so that the name of our Lord Jesus 
may be glorified in you, and you in him, according 
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ." (v.12). 
    We must thank God that our long-term future is 
secure and that we can know His presence into 
eternity; to help us to make the most of our life 
here; to help us to grow in faith and love and to 
fulfil the purpose He has for us. Most of all we 
should pray that in all our plans the name of Jesus 
may be glorified. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Roger & Deborah Smoot December 21st Anniversary 

If Your Special Day Is Between Today’s Date And 01/31/2021, And You Do Not See Your Name(s) Above, Please Let Mitch Know. 

Dan Orr January 11th Birthday 

Charles Smith January 17th Birthday 

Billy Strunk January 26th Birthday 

Jim Gardner January 30th Birthday 

Calendar Of Events 
Sundays 
12-1 or 1:30PM 

On every Sunday until further notice, after Worship we will enjoy a Sand-
wich & Chip Fellowship Luncheon to appreciate each other in Christ’s love. 

Mondays 
1-3PM 

On every Monday until further notice, the ladies will be getting together for 
fellowship and to make blankets/quilts for the needy. 

Sun—Jan 3 *In Search Of The Lord’s Way @ 7:30AM Channel 35 (CW) — What’ll You Do w/Jesus 

Sun—Jan 10 *In Search Of The Lord’s Way @ 7:30AM Channel 35 (CW) — Saved Or Lost? 

Sun—Jan 17 *In Search Of The Lord’s Way @ 7:30AM Channel 35 (CW) — What Is The Truth? 

Sun—Jan 24 *In Search Of The Lord’s Way @ 7:30AM Channel 35 (CW) — Sayings From The Cross-1  

Sun—Jan 31 *In Search Of The Lord’s Way @ 7:30AM Channel 35 (CW) — Sayings From The Cross-2 

*Search Is Also On The Monday After It Originally Airs At: www.youtube.com/user/SearchTVMinistry 

Fri—Jan 1 NEW YEARS DAY 

Thu—Dec 31 NEW YEARS EVE 

Mon—Jan 18 Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday 

     The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.         — Proverbs 16:9 
 
     Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 9 remember the for-
mer things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like 
me, 10 declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, 
saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.’        — Isaiah 46:8-10 



    Lytle Church of Christ 
Physical:  ������0DLQ�6WUHHW��/\WOH��7;������ 
Mailing:  32�%R[������/\WOH��7;������ 
Email:  O\WOHFKXUFKRIFKULVW#\DKRR�FRP 
Website:  O\WOHFKXUFKRIFKULVW�RUJ 
Facebook:  IDFHERRN�FRP�/\WOH-&KXUFK-2I- 
  &KULVW-��������������� 
Co-ministers: 7RP�:RRGDUG�����-���-������	 
  0LWFK�:DWNLQV�����-���-����� 

God’s Plan�—�)RU�6DYLQJ�0DQ 
à God’s Grace — (SKHVLDQV����� 
à Christ’s Blood — 5RPDQV����� 
à The Spirit’s Gospel — 5RPDQV������ 
à Sinner’s Faith — $FWV������� 
à Sinner’s Repentance — /XNH������ 
à Sinner’s Confession — 5RPDQV������� 
à Sinner’s Baptism — ��3HWHU������ 
à Our Work — -DPHV������ 
à Our Hope — 5RPDQV������ 
à Our Endurance — 5HYHODWLRQ����� Becoming 3DUW�2I�7KH�/\WOH�)DPLO\ 

 
 
To be identified as part of our congregation (aka 
place membership) 
à Fill out the front and back of a Visitor’s Card 

with all your family information, making sure 
to check the box on front that says, tŝƐŚ�dŽ�
^ĞƌǀĞ�/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ 

à Place the card in the collection plate when it is 
passed during the Offering. 

Daily %LEOH�5HDGLQJ�— 

7KURXJK�7KH�%LEOH�,Q�����—�%RRN�2UGHU 

SUN 5HYHODWLRQ��-� 

MON 5HYHODWLRQ��-� 

TUE 5HYHODWLRQ��-�� 

WED 5HYHODWLRQ���-�� 

THU 5HYHODWLRQ���-�� 

FRI 5HYHODWLRQ���-�� 

SAT 5HYHODWLRQ���-�� 
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Interactive 'DLO\�%LEOH�5HDGLQJ�3ODQ 
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file 
go to: YLGHR�ZYEV�RUJ�VSRWOLJKW 

Memorize 6FULSWXUH�—� 
 

REVELATION 3:19-21 — 
TO THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA 
Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be 
zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and 
he with me. 21 The one who conquers, I will grant 
him to sit with me on my throne, as I also 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his 
throne. 


