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Are you searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help? We may be the place for you.

 

Bulletin of the CHURCH of CHRIST in Lytle, Texas
Sunday Schedule: 9:45AM – Bible Study | 10:45AM – Worship
12:00PM Fellowship Meal (4th or 5th Sundays)
Wednesday Schedule: 4PM – Bible Study
September 27, 2026
Volume MMXXVI  Number 40




UNDER CONSTRUCTION
     If you’ve driven around San Antonio lately, you’ve probably encountered a familiar sight: orange barrels. And detour signs. And narrowed lanes. And that sinking feeling when the lane you normally use is suddenly the lane you used to use.
     This month, construction began on a $156 million project around Loop 410, U.S. 281 and San Pedro Avenue. The work will reconfigure ramps and frontage roads and make other improvements intended to reduce congestion and improve safety. There’s just one catch: the project isn’t expected to be completed until 2029. That’s a lot of orange barrels.
     Construction is inconvenient because we live in the during, while somebody else is thinking about the finished. We see the lane that’s closed. The engineer sees the roadway that will eventually work better. Perhaps there is something there worth remembering about God’s work in us.
     Paul wrote: “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). Sometimes we imagine the Christian life as though God saves us and then hangs a little sign around our neck that says FINISHED. But He isn’t finished. Not yet.
     God is continually shaping our character, correcting our priorities,  strengthening  our  faith  and  teaching  us  to  become
[continued on page 3]

[continued from front]
more like Christ - more like His Son. And sometimes that process involves a little spiritual road construction: A comfortable route gets closed, plans change, something we’ve depended upon is removed, patience gets tested, we encounter circumstances we never would have chosen, and our first reaction may be, “Lord, why is this happen-









ing?” Perhaps sometimes the answer is simply: UNDER CONSTRUCTION.
     James wrote that the testing of our faith produces patience, and that patience must have its perfect work so that we may become “perfect and complete, lacking nothing” (James 1:3–4). Notice the process. Testing produces patience. Patience does its work. God uses the experience to mature us. Now, if you’re like me, you’d probably prefer that God simply deliver the finished product without all the construction. Unfortunately, that’s a little like wanting a new highway without moving any dirt.
     Some things have to be removed. Others have to be strengthened. Occasion-ally God needs to redirect us. Sometimes He exposes something beneath the surface that needs attention before anything worthwhile can be built upon it.
     And construction takes time. That’s especially difficult for those of us who would like God to operate on our schedule. We pray today and expect results tomorrow or better yet, in about an hour. We struggle with something for six months and wonder why we haven’t conquered it yet. We look at another Christian and think, “Why aren’t I where they are?”
     But God isn’t comparing construction schedules. He’s working on YOU. Romans 5:3–4 says that tribulation produces perseverance; perseverance produces character; and character produces hope. I do not believe that means that every hard-









ship is something God has deliberately placed in our path. It means no hardship has to be wasted when placed in His hands.
     Perhaps you’re currently traveling through one of life’s construction zones. The route isn’t what you expected. Progress seems painfully slow. Things look messier than they did before the work started. But don’t make the assumption that the mess means God has abandoned the project. Paul’s                        [continued on page 6]

[continued from page 3
Paul’s confidence wasn’t merely that God had started something good. It was that He would FINISH it.
     So, when life becomes inconvenient, when plans are rerouted, or when God begins changing something in us that we’d rather He leave alone, remember: The cones aren’t permanent, the detour isn’t the destination, and the construction zone isn’t what the finished project will look like.
     God is still at work. And thankfully, He’s not finished with us yet. IendI
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SERMON
Good Men Like Hur
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Exodus 17:8-13 • Mark 15:40-41 • Exodus 24:14 • 1 Corinthians 12:4-27 • Psalm 84:10 • 1 Corinthians 15:58 • Ephesians 2:10 • Matthew 10:41-42 • Mat-

thew 6:19-21

INTRODUCTION – (1) Important Moment In The Life Of Of Israel • (2) Great Leaders Mentioned • (3) Who Are The Real Heroes • (4) A Tribute To An Odd Sort • (5) Four Characteristics That Make Them Special

I.	Absolutely Invaluable  A. Moses Grows Weary  B. The Task Doesn't Sound Like A Lot  C. These Tasks Still Are Still Found
II.	Always Involved  A. Not Great Like Moses  B. Our Talents Differ  C. We Can All Be Involved  D. Determined To Do Something
III.	Often Invisible  A. Hur Is Not Virtually Unknown  B. Can We Be Invisible To The Crowds  C. Who Will Receive The Greatest Acclaim
IV.	Always Investors  A. Others Were Watching  B. You Have A Profile Position  C. Our Service Is An Investment

CONCLUSION – (1) Some Here Can Relate To Hur • (2) Have You Thought Of Quitting • (3) Have You Been Faithful/Saved

INVITATION
WEDNESDAY @  4PM
Study – The Minor Prophets – Hosea


ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
Psalm 96:9-13 (All Hail The Power Of…)
338 – My Faith Looks Up To Thee
· Minister’s Prayer
311 – My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
323 – Living By Faith
180 – In Memory Of The Savior’s Love
· Lord’s Supper
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
580 – Why Keep Jesus Waiting?
· Final Announcements
342 – O For A Faith That Will Not Shrink
· Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love


WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
SEPTEMBER 27
· Flatequal, Pam – She’s feeling some better after a little PT for shoulder pain but she’s still not up to par. [NEW] 
· Gardner, Laura – She’s been suffering from sinus issues. [NEW] 
· Smoot, Deborah – Her surgery to repair fingers that kept locking up on Monday, September 21 was successful and she’s doing well. [NEW] 
SEPTEMBER 20
· Hulse, Jackson [A student Tom Woodard knows] – He’s scheduled for surgery to repair a broken collarbone on Friday, September 18. [01] 
· Keese, Kathryn [Betty Smith’s sister-n-law] – She fell and broke her shoulder and hip. She’s had the shoulder surgery but they’re waiting for that to heal some before performing the hip surgery. [01] 
· Vierling, Carlene – She’s been dealing with shoulder pain. [01] 
SEPTEMBER 13
· Alderman & Spicer & Extended Families – Kelly Alderman (Ronda Spicer’s sister-in-law) passed into eternity Tuesday, September 8. [02] 
· Dzielzanowski, Cecilia – She sprained her ankle and has been on crutches. [NEW] 
· Lamarche, Ashley [Sarah Turner’s cousin] – She’s been diagnosed with stage 2 breast cancer. [02] 
· Sparks, Tim [Tom Woodard’s son-in-law] – His doctors have started him on a daily regimen of nitroglycerin. It is hoped it will not interfere with is Lisinopril (blood pressure medicine).  [02] 
· Strunk, Billie – He was having trouble breathing so was admitted to St. Luke’s Baptist, Room 492-B Meanwhile the shots for his prostate cancer are ongoing. [02] 
SEPTEMBER 6
· Geehan, Tom [Father of Smoots’ son-in-law, Kieran] – He’s back home from the hospital on heavy antibiotics for the infection doctors found. His severe reflux still hasn’t been addressed (the reason he went to the hospital in the first place) however.  [03] 
· Neal, Jean [Friend Of Congregation] – She’s lost four family members since April this year – her husband, Larry; a sister; a cousin and most recently her brother this past Wednesday or Thursday, August 26 or 27. [03] 
· Self, Jerry [Tom Woodard’s long-time friend from Tupelo, MS] – He’s now at home and though his multiple health issues remain, he’s trying to behave better in order to manage those issues.  [03] 
· Williams, Alfred [Friendship Art Club member] – Part of his mobile home’s roof was blown off during a storm the week of August 23-29. [03] 
AUGUST 23
· Flores, Oliver [Pam Flatequal’s friend] – The left side of her face hurts very badly (headache/migraine). She’s seeing a “Head” doctor. [05] 
· Roeder, Gail [Pam Flatequal’s sister] – She’s not been doing especially well particularly in light of not being compliant with her doctors’ wishes specifically not using oxygen as she should. [05] 
· Smoot, Randy [Roger Smoot’s brother] – He suffered a mild stroke Thursday, August 20. It affects the left side of his body which already suffers from Parkinson’s. He was to be in the Jourdanton Hospital for several days. [05] 
AUGUST 16
· Huerta, Christy [Melanie McMeans’ niece (daughter of Melanie’s brother Perry Moore) – She’s already gone back to work after open heart surgery so everything, Praise To GOD! has been going well! [06] 
· Moore, Perry [Melanie McMeans’ brother] – He’s undergoing PT twice a week after suffering a stroke and is doing as well as can be expected. [06] 
· Moore, Sherry [Melanie McMeans’ sister-in-law] – She is not doing well: chemo-therapy has not been effective and she is now taking morphine and wearing a Fentanyl patch as well as being under hospice care. [06] 
· Sparks, Lane & Ashley [Tom Woodard’s grandson and grand daughter-in-law] – Congratulations and Praise To GOD! to both on the birth of their son by caesarean at 7:34AM on August 4: Liam 
[continued on page 6]

[continued from page 5]
Daniel, 8lb 1oz (sorry, no info on length). [06] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically Be  Removed  At  The  26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This 
Ongoing List And You’d Like Them Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.
Bailey, Linzi [14]  Balderrama, Matthew [19]  Barber, Kathy Family [16]  Beauchemin, Marvale [18]  Bippert, Cheryl [21]  Burris,  Joyce [07]  Busse, Duane [19]  Capshaw, Mike (Poppy) [12]  Cashion, Corena [18]  Cashion, Mark [14]   Cook, Karen [21]   Coughran, Rick [12]  Cruz, Marta [09]  Dolbeare, Robert [22]  Dubose, Belinda  Family [16]    Dwyer, Meagan  [26]    Gardner, Garret [18]  Gardner, 
[continued on page 8]
[continued from page 6]
[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998]Laura [12]  Gardner, Sterling & Christian & Theo [07]  Garrett, Ann [07]  Jackson, April [20]  Keese, Bob & Katheryn [21]  Lassen, Peter [08]  Melendy Family [19]  Morgan, Mitzy Family [24]  Neugent, Rick Family [11]  Nicholson, Brad Family [11]  Ott, Ronnie [19]  Pillows, Darlene [21]  Potter, Edna Family [17]  Pratt, Taeko [11]  Ranne, Ruth Family [18]  Renninger, Ruane [14]  Roeder, Gary [18]  Smith, Betty [20]  Smoot, Beth [25]  Sparks, Janice [11]  Spence, Angela [11]  Spicer, Ronda [12]  Strickland, Greg [16]  Vierling, Carol [13]  Vierling, Gene [26]  Villereal, Pam [13]  Watkins, Betsy [14]  Watkins, Mitchell [14] 










                    Psalm 17
May The Will Of GOD, The   FATHER   Of   Love,
Hope,  Compassion,  Grace,
 Mercy  And  Righteousness  Be
 Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
CONCERNS:
LOCAL  STATE
NATIONAL  GLOBAL 
· People Affected By Natural Disasters In The U.S.A. And Around The World  Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials & Civil Servants  Our Military & Reservists  Our First Responders  Our Doctors & Nurses & Support Staff   Our Teachers  Nourishing Rain  The Fight Against Coronaviruses & Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses  Civil Unrest & Racial Strife  Mass Shootings  War  Unrest  Lack Of Peace In America & Other Countries

   Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
EPHESIANS 2:19-22 
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

T U H V M S T R A N G E R S G
E L O H W J Y L O H D N T O S
N S U P D Z R C L T Q O D T T
Y E S J W W E I F L T T W O E
C L E D E F G T E I O S E S H
H T H E L S N I L U G R L R P
R S O T L T O Z L B E E P E O
I O L T I N L E O J T N M B R
S P D I N I J N W J H R E M P
T A A F G A R S R M E O T E O
S W O R G S P T U K R C G M V
N O I T A D N U O F E I H C K
E C A L P B U I L D I N G C D
L O R D X J E S U S P I R I T
Q U Q F O R E I G N E R S N E
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 ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
Ronda Spicer	        Sep 19	Birthday
[image: A pile of blue and white gift boxes

Description automatically generated]Jim & Laura Gardner	        Oct 10	Anniversary
Ryder Dzielzanowski	        Oct 10	Birthday
[image: A group of white boxes with green bows
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Description automatically generated]Deborah Smoot	        Oct 11	Birthday
Melanie McMeans	        Oct 27	Birthday
Wendell McMeans	        Oct 27	Birthday
If Your Special Day Is October 30th Or Before And You Do Not
See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 
EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ][image: ][image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Thursday	          Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Oct 4	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Hearing The Gospel
Sun – Oct 11	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Believing In Jesus
Sun – Oct 18	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Repentance
Sun – Oct 25	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Baptism
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Sep 27	Wife Appreciation Day & National Chocolate Milk Day THE LYTLE LIGHT                                                                                                                       PAGE 7


Mon – Sep 28	National 1Cream Filled Donut And 2Eat A Hogie Days
Tue – Sep 29	National 1Coffee And 2Biscotti And 3Goose And 4VFW Days
Wed – Sep 30	National 1Hot Mulled Cider And 2Love People Days
Thu – Oct 1	National Homemade Cookie Day 
Fri – Oct 2	National 1Name Your Car And 2Fried Scallops Days
Sat – Oct 3	Bookshop Day & Frugal Fund Day & National Techies Day
Sun – Oct 4	Kindness Of Animals Day & Mental Illness Awareness Day & National 1Cinnamon Roll And 2Taco Days
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INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
SUN		– Day 274 - Isa 22-23; Eph 3
MON – Day 275 - Isa 24-26; Eph 4
TUE		– Day 276 - Isa 27-28; Eph 5
WED	– Day 277 - Isa 29-30; Eph 6
THU		– Day 278 - Isa 31-33; Phi 1
FRI		– Day 279 - Isa 34-36; Phi 2
SAT		– Day 280 - Isa 37-38; Phi 3
Isa = Isaiah  Eph = Ephesians
Phi = Philippians

READ ALONG W/TOM
Monday	9/28/2026	2 Corinthians 12
Tuesday	9/29/2026	2 Corinthians 13
Wednesday	9/30/2026	Psalm 17
Thursday	10/01/2026	Exodus 1
Friday	10/02/2026	Exodus 2
Saturday	10/03/2026	Exodus 3
Sunday	10/04/2026	Exodus 4

WANT TO BE
Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.
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