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THE FARE HAS ALREADY BEEN PAID
– PART TWO
     With all the bad news of murders and mayhem that normally come out of San Antonio every week, it was nice to run across a story last week that was somewhat encouraging: VIA Metropolitan Transit is rolling out a program to provide free bus transportation for many students and for countless families, that means one less financial burden and one more opportunity for children to get to school, participate in activities, and prepare for the future.
     We ended last week saying that since the fare (our fare to heaven) has already been paid by Jesus Christ, we are free to devote ourselves to the journey and part of that journey is to serve due to the gratitude in our heart for what has been done for us. Mark tells us that “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (10:45).
          Paul reminds us, “For by grace you have been saved through faith... it is the gift of God, not of works” (Ephesians 2:8–9). Mature Christians understand that salvation cannot be earned. Yet that truth also frees us from another burden—the constant fear that we must somehow prove ourselves worthy of God's love. We serve because we have been loved, not in order
[continued on page 3]

[continued from front]
to become lovable. We obey because Christ first showed mercy to us.
     Titus beautifully describes the foundation of our confidence: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us... having been justified by His grace we should















should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4–7). What a comforting reminder for Christians who have stumbled, struggled, or grown weary. Our hope still rests in God's mercy, just as it did the day we first came to Christ.
     Of course, every bus follows a predetermined route. Riders trust the driver to take them safely to their destination. Likewise, Jesus declared, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). After many years of following Him, we know there is still no better path. The world continually offers attractive detours, but Christ remains the only way that leads home.
     The apostles boldly proclaimed, “Nor is there salvation in any other” (Acts 4:12). That truth not only strengthens our faith but also renews our compassion. Every person we meet is traveling somewhere. Many















Many are searching for hope, purpose, and peace in places that can never satisfy. Having received such an extraordinary gift ourselves, we should gladly point others to the Savior who paid the price for them as well.
     The Bible concludes with one final invitation: “And the Spirit and the bride say, 'Come!'... Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17). As members of Christ's bride, the church, we now share in extending that invi                           [continued on page 6]
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invitation to a thirsty world.
     As students across San Antonio board buses this school year, many will ride because someone else has covered the cost. May that everyday picture remind us of something we should never outgrow. Our Lord has already paid the greatest fare imaginable – not with silver or gold, but with His own precious blood.
     And because the fare has already been paid, we are free to spend the rest of our lives walking faithfully, serving joyfully, and thanking God for His amazing grace until the day our journey ends and we arrive safely Home. IendI
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SERMON
MY DUTY … MY VALLEY
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Job 1:6-22; Job 14:1; 5:7; John 16:33; Ecclesiastes 3:10; Job 13:15; Isaiah 51:1; Isaiah 55:8-9; Romans 8:28; Hebrews 13:5; 1 Peter 5:7

INTRODUCTION – (1) Job Lost Everything During His Affliction  (2) We All Go Through Difficult Times  (3) What Are Our Reactions  (4) Drawing From The Experience Of Job

I.	DEVOTION TO GOD
A. Job’s Losses  B. What Makes Us Turn On     God  C. The Pearl Is The Product Of Suffer-ing  D. Consider The Suffering Of Jesus
II.	DEPENDENCE ON GOD
	A.	Job Praised The Lord  B. Our Trip Throu-gh The Valley  C. Where Do We Fit  D. God Is Working Out His Plan  E. You Can Depend On God
III.	DILIGENCE BEFORE GOD
A. We Are Expected To Do All We Can  B. Blessing From The Lord
IV.	DECLARATION ABOUT GOD
A. Job Never Badmouthed God  B. Exalt The Name Of The Lord  C. Satan Will Squeeze

CONCLUSION – (1) How Rough Is Your Place Right Now?  (2) Bring That Burden To Jesus  (3) He Cares And He Will Keep You

INVITATION
WEDNESDAY @  4PM
Study – The Minor Prophets – Joel








ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
17 – Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah
358 – Oh, To Be Like Thee
· Minister’s Prayer
Not In Book – Day By Day
326 – Leaning On The Everlasting Arms
586 – Is Thy Heart Right With God?
· Lord’s Supper
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
352 – Give Me Thy Heart
· Final Announcements
348 – Nearer, My God To Thee
· Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love
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WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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Kayla Dzierzanowski represented her school recently in Washington D.C. at a Family Career and Community Leaders of America competition. She and her partner, Catherine Brown, advocated for a recycling program in Devine and on the school campus. They named the project “Clean and Green”. Their score was above 95%, which put them 3rd in the NATION and earned a GOLD status in Texas.
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Following entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
AUGUST 16
· Alderman, Kelly [Ronda Spicer’s sister-in-law] – Her lymphoma has returned. She’s scheduled for a shot a week for four weeks when she’ll be tested to see if there’s any change. [NEW] 
· French, Missae – She’s been in the hospital (Metropolitan) where she was diagnosed as being severely anemic. As of last Sunday morning, she’d received 2 units (500 cc’s) of blood. She’s not replenishing her blood and doctors are unsure why. A bone marrow test was performed Wednesday, August 12 – awaiting results. She was to be transferred to a rehab center Thursday or Friday. [NEW] 
· Huerta, Christy [Melanie McMeans’ niece (daughter of Melanie’s brother Perry Moore) – Praise To GOD! Her heart surgery (quadruple bypass) went well, and she is now convalescing and is doing well. [NEW] 
· Moore, Perry [Melanie McMeans’ brother] – He is doing as well as can be expected after suffering his stroke. [NEW] 
· Moore, Sherry [Melanie McMeans’ sister-in-law] – She is not doing well: chemo-therapy has not been effective and she is now taking morphine and wearing a Fentanyl patch as well as being under hospice care. [NEW] 
· Sparks, Lane & Ashley [Tom Woodard’s grandson and grand daughter-in-law] – Apologies for neglecting to put this on last week’s prayer list (it made in the worship service slides though!) Congratulations and Praise To GOD! to both on the birth of their son by caesarean at 7:34AM on August 4, Liam Daniel, 8lb 1oz (sorry, no info on length). [NEW] 
· Strunk, Billy The shot to treat his prostate cancer was finally approved by his insurance company. He’ll receive one shot every six months for (currently) an unknown number of times. His daughter took him to be with his children in Arkansas where he’ll probably stay at least a couple of weeks. [NEW] 
AUGUST 9
· Burris, Joyce – Praise To GOD! Her surgery to remove the kidney stone(s) went well and she returned home the same day. [01] 
· Gardner, Sterling and Christina [Gardner’s grandson & Spicer’s granddaughter] – Congratulations and Praise To GOD! to both on the birth of their son, Theodore (Theo) Gardner, 5lb 9oz, 18”. He was born a month early, so he’s in an incubator to regulate his body temperature until he is able to do so. [01] 
· McMeans, Cody [McMeans’ son] – He saw his doctor for a consult. His doctor believes Cody may be having a neuro- muscular issue and will be referred. The cardio stress test will still be done to rule out any issues there. [01] 
AUGUST 2
· Coleman, Jim & Valeria [Ruane Renninger’s friends] – They lost the first floor of their two-story home as well as two vehicles and a tractor to the Nueces River when it overflowed its banks during the recent heavy rains in the Uvalde. Praise To GOD! they were not harmed. [02] 
· Garrett, Ann [Debra Newman’s sister] – She’s been diagnosed with leukemia and will be going into the hospital for a 21-day treatment.  [02] 
JULY 26
· Burris, Joyce – She is scheduled to have the kidney stone(s) removed on Friday, July 31. [03] 
· Gardner, Garret [Gardner’s grandson] – His Army Reserve Unit has been deployed to Jordon. Prayers for him and his unit-mates. [03] 
· Lassen, Peter [Friend of Gene Vierling] – His last treatment went much better than the  first.  He’ll  have  a  total  of  four  and 
then a scan to see what the treatment has done for him. [03] 
· Ousley, John Family [Mitch Watkins’ barbershop friend] – Congratulations and Praise To GOD! for the healthy birth of his and Bridget’s second child: Josiah James, 6.12lbs, 19.5”. He was born about  4  weeks  before  his  due  date  but
appears to not be in any respiratory distress  so  the  due  date  may  have  been 
[continued on page 6]
[continued from page 5]
incorrect. [03] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically Be Removed At The 26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This Ongoing List And You’d Like Them Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.
Anderson, Dale [12]  Bailey, Linzi [08]  Balderrama, Matthew [13]  Barber, Kathy Family [10]  Beauchemin, Marvale [12]  Bippert, Cheryl [15]  Busse, Duane [13]  Capshaw, Mike (Poppy) [06]  Cashion, Corena [12]  Cashion, Mark [08]   Cook, Karen [15]   Coughran, Rick 
[continued on page 8]
[continued from page 6]
[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998][06]  Cruz, Marta [04]  Dolbeare, Robert [16]  Dubose, Belinda Family [10]  Dwyer, Meagan [20]    Gardner, Laura [06]  Jackson, April [14]  Keese, Bob & Katheryn [15]  Kessler, Ernie [05]  Melendy Family [13]  Morgan, Mitzy Family [18]  Neugent, Rick Family [05]  Nicholson, Brad Family [05]  Ott, Ronnie [13]  Pillows, Darlene [15]  Potter, Edna Family [11]  Pratt, Taeko [05]  Ranne, Ruth Family [12]  Renninger, Ruane [08]  Roeder, Gary [12]  Slaughter, Mary [05]  Smith, Betty [14]  Smoot, Beth [19]  Smoot, Deborah [10]   Smoot, Max [22]  Smoot, Randy [07]  Sparks, Janice [05]  Spence, Angela [05]   Spicer, Ronda [06]  Strickland, Greg [11]  Vierling, Carol [07]  Vierling, Gene [20]  Villereal, Pam [07]  Watkins, Betsy [08]  Watkins, Mitchell [08] 


2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
– Galatians 6:2
LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL & GLOBAL CONCERNS
· May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,  MERCY, And RIGHTEOUSNESS Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
· People In The U.S.A. And Around The World Who’ve Been Affected By Natural Disasters
· Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials, Military, First Responders & Teachers, Nourishing & Life-giving Rain
· Coronaviruses, Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses
· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings
· War, Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries

Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
ACTS 4:10-12
10 Let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. 11 This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
B P C R D X L F S W I G D W Y
K D N G R K R E Y U F W J P G
X V E E F P E B A S S T Q R D
X G A H M F J G E R T E R U J
Q E E N S R E H S P S O J L W
X M R A X A C E D K B I N S T
O A O Z C I T A N C J Z G E H
N N F A M S E V A R B O S C E
I S E R I E D E T D D S S O R
K V B E M D K N S E G A C R E
C N B T L T B Q S I T V O N W
C H O H E M U I V F D E J E D
A M R W P N Q E X I V D M R Q
P F D I N B N X O C O R Q S Y
E X T V S E T U F U I E C T S
O U Y I B T L E J R W D U O B
P J E G I E I O C C W N X N M
L J M R V H O T H E R U F E K
E X O N C A T Q J W Z Q D B D
X W C V B U I L D E R S Z H G
W D E X E N O I T A V L A S K
F Q B I L W A M O N G T Z L I
D A E D Y D U S M U S T G A L
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 ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
Tom Woodard	Aug 1	Birthday
[image: A pile of blue and white gift boxes
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Gene & Carlene Vierling	Aug 8	Anniversary
Laura Gardner	Aug 9	Birthday
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Ruane Renninger	Sep 5	Birthday
Serenity Turner	Sep 5	Birthday		
If Your Special Day Is September 5th Or Before And You Do Not
[image: ][image: ]See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 
EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ][image: ][image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Thursday	          Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Aug 23	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Membership In The Church
Sun – Aug 30	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Why Am I A Member?
Sun – Sep 6	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – TBA
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Aug 16	National 1Roller Coaster And 2Tell A Joke DaysTHE LYTLE LIGHT                                                                                                                       PAGE 7


Mon – Aug 17	Baby Boomers Recognition Day & National Nonprofit Day
Tue – Aug 18	National 1Fajita And 2Ice Cream Pie Days
Wed – Aug 19	National 1Soft Ice Cream And 2Potato Days
Thu – Aug 20	National 1Chocolate Pecan Pie And 2Bacon Lovers Days
Fri – Aug 21	International Day Of Remembrance And Tribute To The Victims Of Terrorism & National 1Senior Citizens And 2Kool Aid Days
Sat – Aug 22	National Pecan Torte Day
Sun – Aug 23	National 1Cuban Sandwich And 2Sponge Cake Days  
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INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
SU – Day 232 - Psa 116-118; 1 Cor 2
MO – Day 233 - Psa 119:1-48; 1 Cor 3
TU – Day 234 - Psa 119:49-104; 1 Cor 4
WE – Day 235 - Psa 119:105-176; 1 Cor 5
TH – Day 236 - Psa 120-123; 1 Cor 6
FR – Day 237 - Psa 124-127; 1 Cor 7:1-24
SA – Day 238 - Psa 128-131; 1 Cor 7:25-40
Psa = Psalms  Cor = Corinthians

READ ALONG W/TOM


Persian Period (Leaving Exilic)

Sunday	8/16/2026	Malachi 2
Monday	8/17/2026	Malachi 3
Tuesday	8/18/2026	Malachi 4
Wednesday	8/19/2026	1 Timothy 1
Thursday	8/20/2026	1 Timothy 2
Friday	8/21/2026	1 Timothy 3
Saturday	8/22/2026	1 Timothy 4
WANT TO BE
Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.
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