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You Are The Light Of  The World.  
— Matthew 5:14a (NAS) 

SK\VLFDO�DGGUHVV — ������0DLQ�6WUHHW��/\WOH��7;��������GR�127�XVH�IRU�PDLOLQJ� 
PDLOLQJ�DGGUHVV — 32�%R[������/\WOH��7;������ 
SKRQH  — ����-�����-����� 
HPDLO  — O\WOHFKXUFKRIFKULVW#\DKRR�FRP 
ZHEVLWH  — O\WOHFKXUFKRIFKULVW�RUJ 
IDFHERRN  —� IDFHERRN�FRP�/\WOH-&KXUFK-2I-&KULVW-��������������� 
FR-PLQLVWHUV — 7RP�:RRGDUG������-�����-�������	�0LWFK�:DWNLQV������-�����-������ 

If  you’re searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; 
relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help; then we may be the place for you. 
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    Have you ever asked yourself, “I feel more and more like my happiness depends on 
the circumstances around me so, what does the bible say about rooting my joy in Jesus 
instead?” 
     We seem to be hardwired to root our happiness in our circumstances. It comes natu-
rally to us. We are happiest when things are going well; we are saddest when things are 
going badly. Our mood is determined by the up-and-down roller-coaster of life’s ever-
changing circumstances. We do it at age four. We do it at age 14. We do it at age 24, 
34, 44, 54, 64 ... you get the idea. 
     Asking ourselves how we can have our joy rooted in Jesus rather than circumstances 
is a sign, I believe, of a significantly growing spiritual life and maturity. If we aren’t ask-
ing                                                                                                   [continued on page 3] 

Rooting Your Joy In Jesus & Not Earthly Circumstances 
— by John Piper, desiringGod.org — edited by Mitch Watkins 

The believer is appointed to be a lighthouse to others; a cheering lamp, a shining star, a loving guide.  
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1 THESSALONIANS 5:12-18 
Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge 
those who work hard among you, who care for you in 
the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the 
highest regard in love because of their work. Live in 
peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers 
and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, 
encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient 
with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back 
wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good 
for each other and for everyone else. 16 Rejoice always, 
17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
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· Enter To Worship · 
Announcements  |  Scripture Reading  |  Prayer 

Song No. 99—Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Song No. 433—Jesus, Lover Of My Soul 

Song No. 473—Break Thou The Bread Of Life 
· Lord’s Supper ·  

Song No. 352—Give Me Thy Heart 
Song No. 359—None Of Self And All Of Thee 

 · Sermon · 
0RUDOLW\�	�*RG—5RPDQV����-�� 

Scripturesʌ 
5RPDQV����-����0DWWKHZ�������/XNH������� 
3VDOP�������5RPDQV�������-HUHPLDK����� 
+HEUHZV��������([RGXV��������$PRV����� 

 Outline:  
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  %�  7KH�SOHD�UHIXWHG�����E-��� 
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  %�  7KH�SOHD�UHIXWHG������-��� 
,,,�  5HOLJLRQ�DQG�*RG������-��� 
  $�  7KH�SOHD�UHQGHUHG������-��� 
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Invitation Song No. 368—All To Jesus I Surrender 
· Final Announcements · 

Closing Song No. 273—A Beautiful Life 
· Offering & Closing Prayers · 

rooted so that we CAN 
give Jesus our heart 
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[continued from front] 
ing how to have our joy rooted in Jesus, perhaps we 
need to take a closer look at our life. 
     And brethren, it's a lifelong labor! But before I 
give you some suggestions from the Bible for how 
you can shift your circumstance-dependent happi-
ness onto Jesus-dependent happiness, let me say 
that any battle that we feel right now, we will more 
than likely still be fighting ten, twenty, thirty years 
from now if we’re still alive and 
Jesus hasn’t come back! 
     I know I have to fight it 
every single day! I have to ad-
dress the issue of where my joy 
is rooted, it seems, every mo-
ment. I fight this battle against 
the world and the devil every 
all the time. Rather than allow 
what the Bible calls “the flesh” 
to lure me away from Jesus to 
earthly things, I try every moment of every day to 
resist the world’s allure and it’s a constant battle! 
Every stage of life – from the four-year-old stage to 
the sixty-two-year-old stage (my age) – has its unique 
allurements away from Jesus-dependent happiness 
to world-dependent happiness. It does. So, we have 
to fight this all the way to the end! No matter our 
stage of life we can still start now and learn our 
battle strategy. 
     Four Ways to Root Your Joy in God – Here are 
four suggestions for how we can root our joy in 
Jesus and not in circumstances. 
     1. Get to know God’s purpose for the troubles 
in our life. God is much more committed to build-
ing godly joy, happiness, into his children than we 
are committed to finding it. And one of his ways of 
doing this is by seeing to it that we walk through 
enough trouble to make us give up on finding our 
joy in a trouble-free life. Get to know the passages 

in the Bible that teach this. For example, Romans 
5:3–5: “We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance pro-
duces character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us.” 
     In other words, the joy of hope is intensified 
when our faith endures through tribulation. Or in 

2 Corinthians 1:8–9, Paul says, 
“We do not want you to be 
unaware, brothers, of the afflic-
tion we experienced in Asia. 
For we were so utterly bur-
dened beyond our strength that 
we despaired of life itself. In-
deed, we felt that we had re-
ceived the sentence of death. 
But that was to make us rely 
not on ourselves but on God 

who raises the dead.” 
     That means that the joy of complete reliance 
upon Jesus is God’s purpose when He brings us to 
the very brink of death. So, suggestion number 
one: Get to know this biblical teaching for the rest 
of your life. It will serve you very well. 
     2. Form the habit of finding God everywhere. 
It’s a little unusual but think it through with me. I 
suggest that we take all the natural pleasures that 
God gives us – those that are not sinful – and make 
the conscious effort to see and to savor, or taste, 
God Himself in and behind those pleasures. You 
see, the best way to keep a God-given pleasure from 
becoming our God is to push into the pleasure and 
through the pleasure toward the Giver of the pleas-
ure, who is trying to show us something about 
Himself and how satisfying He is. 
     The Bible says that God’s word is sweeter than 
honey                                     [continued on page 6] 
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· Praise To GOD For Tom — His blood work came 
back good and his doctor was soooooooooo 
proud of him! 

· Praise To GOD For Mark Bray [Mitch Watkins 
fellow barbershop singer] — He is doing much 
better after his bout of covid coupled with pneu-
monia though still feels a little weak. 

· New Cases Of Covid Or Exposure: 
à Janice & Tim Sparks — Positive– Janice—mild 

symptoms & Tim, a little more severe 
à Jake McMeans — Positive—mild symptoms 
à Melanie & Wendell McMeans — Exposed—no 

symptoms yet 
à Janet Sparks’ boss — Positive 
à Ronda Spicer — Exposed—no symptoms yet 

· Dan Orr — His new job & the Accident Victims he 
and his crew rescue since many of them sustain 
serious injuries. 

· Cris Street 
· Betsy Watkins — Her X-Ray revealed that her right 

hip has less cushioning in the joint than her left 
hip but not enough to warrant surgery at this 
time. She continues with home PT and is still 
experiencing pain getting in and out of the car. 

· Richard Cliett [Former member] — He’s had one 
chemo treatment in the hospital for his bladder 
cancer which has spread and has been sent home 
and is doing okay. He’ll be undergoing home- PT 
as he’s currently too weak for more chemo. 

SEPTEMBER 12TH 

· Praise To GOD For Emily Conran [Watkins’ almost 
20-year-old niece] — Her September 8th gall blad-
der surgery went well and she’s doing well. 

· Praise To GOD For Michelle Moore [Tom 
Woodard’s daughter] — Her new book entitled A 
Race Well Lived has been published and is cur-

Most Current Printout Of On-Going Concerns Is 
 

09/05/2021 
Pick Up A Copy Next To The Bulletins! 

CURRENT CONCERNS 
· The Will Of The FATHER Of LOVE & HOPE  — 

May it be worked out in the lives of HIS people to 
HIS glory and honor, forever and ever! 

· Natural Disasters — Earthquakes & Eruptions & 
Floodings & Hurricanes & Tidal Waves & Tor-
nados & Wildfires — wherever they occur. 

· U.S.A. — Our Governments (local, state, nation-
al) — Our State Department — Our Military & 
Their Families — Our First Responders & Their 
Families — Teachers, Support Staff, Youth & 
Families at our nation’s schools 

· Rain and just enough! And praise for whatever 
precipitation we do receive! 

· Coronavirus — All those many, many people af-
fected by Coronavirus. May God send us relief 
from this pestilence. 

· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings — 
All the anger, anguish, animosity, anxiety, bitter-
ness, fear, fury, pain, resentment, rancor, worry 
and all the other negative emotions people are 
experiencing today. 

· Afghanistan situation 

SEPTEMBER 19TH 

· Praise To GOD For Pat Woodard — Her eyes are 
stable so no shot needed this month! 

Lord, 
Hear Our 
PRAYER 



rently No. 1 in its category. 
· Loved One(s) Lost: 

à Trevino Family — Gregory [Linda Trevino’s 
youngest son] — He passed. 

· Velma McMeans [Wendell McMeans’ mom] — 
Her kidney’s were the same from their first test-
ing so, they’re waiting 2 more months to redo 
her kidney test(s) to see if they can establish a 
base line before they can consider knee surgery. 

SEPTEMBER 5 
· Loved One(s) Lost: 

à Neglin Family — Mike [Ronda Spicer’s daughter-
in-law Stephanie Brown’s 94-yo grandfather]    
— He passed. 

à O’Neal Family — Kevin [Tom Woodard’s 46-yo 
second cousin] — He passed. 

· Derek Street [Laura Gardner’s grandson] — He 
broke his collarbone playing soccer. 

AUGUST 29TH 
· Loved One(s) Lost: 

à Seger Family — Melissa Seger’s mother [Tom’s 
neighbor] — She passed. 

· Carlene Vierling — She is still feeling poorly—not 
quite over the bug she’s recently had. 

· Virginia Evans [Tom’s bother-in-law, Steve Evan’s 
90-something mother] — She’s doing a little bet-
ter with her covid. 

· Mandy King [Tom’s grand-daughter by marriage] 
— She’s due to have her baby in December but 
they plan to take the baby in November due to 
Mandy’s development of gestational diabetes. 

· Leonel Canales [Wendell McMeans’ coworker] — 
He’s doing a little better with his covid. 

· Larry West [Tom Woodard’s friend] — He’s been 
diagnosed with ALS. 

· Fire Station Recruits — Training 

AUGUST 22ND 

· Praise To GOD For Kay Brown [Friend of the Wat-
kins] — She had another angioplasty and had ad-
ditional stints implanted. She’s doing well and 
feeling better. 

· Prasie To GOD For Jean Neal [Congregational 
friend] — She’s recovered from her covid infec-
tion. 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à Rhea Family — Clinton [Football official friend 

of Tom Woodard] Passed into eternity about 
10-12 days ago from unknown causes. 

· Judy Brockwell [Lori Orr’s aunt] — She’s having 
heart issues and has had or possibly will have an 
ablation or other procedure. 

· Terry & Denise Hendrickson [Smoots’ nephew & 
niece by marriage] — They both have covid. Ter-
ry’s is very bad and he’s been in the hospital. 

· Mitchell Watkins Sr. [Mitch Watkins’ dad] — He’s 
receiving a series of shots called Procrit to help 
with his anemia. 

· Amberley Nieto [Daughter of Danny Villalobos, 
Tom’s fellow football official] — She has breast 
cancer and is asking for prayers to win this battle.  

AUGUST 15TH & PRIOR 

· Brenda Carpenter-Brown Family; Beth Smoot; Daniel 
Castenada & Family; Mrs. Courson; Don Kennedy; 
Ella Miller & Family 

—  5 — 



—  6 — 

love Him as I ought. I hope it does you too. 
     3. Make Bible reading personal. Make your daily 
Bible reading very personal. Don’t just think about 
learning how to live from guidelines in the Bible, 
which are important, but every day, think about 
what you can know of Jesus, the Son of God, and 
God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit – what 
you can know about Them as persons. In other 
words, read the Bible to get to know the Person of 
God. Always think: I love a Person. I love a Person. 
I love a Person! God is admirable. God is strong. 
God is wise. God is kind. God is patient. God is 

just. God is merciful. And as you 
see these traits in God, love Him 
because of them. Find the person 
Himself to be your treasure. Make 
Bible reading personal. 
     4. Remember your coming 
death. And finally, even if you’re 

still pretty young, keep death regularly in your 
mind – not all the time; just regularly return to the 
thought that you’re going to die. And the point of 
this is not to make you scared. It’s not to make you 
sad. It’s not to make you morose. Just the opposite. 
Everybody is going to die unless Jesus comes back 
first. It might happen when you’re 15, it might hap-
pen when you’re 95, but it is going to happen. 
     And when that time comes, everything but Jesus 
will lose its comforting power. All our possessions, 
all our accomplishments, all our personal looks 
and intellect, all our family and friends, all of them 
will fail as a foundation for hope and joy in our 
dying. But if you know Jesus personally, the day of 
your death will not be a day of just leaving things 
behind that you’re familiar with, but it will be a day 
of stepping into the presence of the one that we 
care about most. 
 

—— END —— 

[continued from page 3] 
honey (Psalm 19:10). It tells us that Jesus is the 
light of the world (John 8:12). And the Bible says 
that He’s like living water (John 4:10–14). So, 
when we taste anything that’s delicious, or when 
we pass out of a scary darkness into some beautiful 
light and brightness, or when we are really, really, 
really thirsty and we drink a glass of cold water, at 
every one of those points, we should say to our-
selves that Jesus is sweeter than honey, and He 
wants me to taste Him in the gift of honey. We 
should say to ourselves that Jesus is brighter than 
this beautiful light, and He wants 
me to enjoy Him in his brightness. 
And say to yourself that Jesus is 
more satisfying than this great 
thirst-quenching water, and He 
wants me to be satisfied in Him 
like I feel right now with this wa-
ter — only better. 
     In other words, form the habit of finding God 
everywhere so that we start to see that there is 
goodness in this world. This will keep you from 
treating the goodness as God, and it will keep you 
from scorning the goodness of God by rejecting the 
gifts. All God’s good gifts are meant not for idola-
try; they are meant to give us a taste of the one who 
created them and to show us something of Him-
self.  
     And I find it helpful to add and think on this, 
based on Romans 8:32: since I’m a sinner, I de-
serve nothing from God but judgment, therefore, 
every good thing that comes to me as a child of 
God was purchased for me by the blood of Jesus, 
without which I would only be condemned. There-
fore, every good thing not only points me to the 
goodness of the Giver, but it points me to the 
boundless price that was paid by Jesus so that I 
could have the gift and the Giver. This helps me 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Billy & Lea Strunk October 8th Anniversary 

Jim & Laura Gardner October 10th Anniversary 

Deborah Smoot October 11th Birthday 

Wendell McMeans October 27th Birthday 

Melanie McMeans October 27th Birthday 

If Your Special Day Is Between Today’s Date And 10/31/2021, And You Do Not See Your Name(s) Above, Please Let Mitch Know. 

Sundays 
12- ~1-1:30PM 

On every Sunday until further notice, after Worship we will enjoy a Bring 
Your Own Lunch Fellowship to appreciate each other in Christ’s love. 

Mondays 
1-3PM 

On every Monday until further notice, the ladies will be getting together for 
fellowship and to make blankets/quilts for the needy. 

Sun—Sep 26 Johnny Appleseed Day           &          National Dumpling Day 

Mon—Sep 27           National Family Day 

Tue—Sep 28 National Voter Registration Day 

Tue—Sep 28 National Neighbor Day            & National Sons Day 

Wed—Sep 29 National Coffee Day &            World Heart Day 

Thu—Sep 30 World Maritime Day 

Fri—Oct 1 
International Coffee Day & World Vegetarian Day 

 

National Homemade Cookies Day 

Sat—Oct 2 National Custodian Day & International Day Of Non-Violence 

Sun—Oct 3 World Temperance Day 

Mon—Oct 4 
National Taco Day & National Cinnamon Roll Day 
 

Child Health Day            &            World Space Week (Oct 4-10) 

Sat—Oct 16 
Supporting In Times Of Illness & Loss @ Riverside CoC in  
Kerrville — 9:00AM—2:00PM — See Bulletin Board In Front Hall 

*SEARCH Is Also On The Monday After It Originally Airs At: www.youtube.com/user/SearchTVMinistry 

Sun—Oct 3 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — Impoverished In Spirit 

Calendar Of Events 



God’s Plan�—�)RU�6DYLQJ�0DQ 
à God’s Grace — (SKHVLDQV����� 
à Christ’s Blood — 5RPDQV����� 
à The Spirit’s Gospel — 5RPDQV������ 
à Sinner’s Faith — $FWV������� 
à Sinner’s Repentance — /XNH������ 
à Sinner’s Confession — 5RPDQV������� 
à Sinner’s Baptism — ��3HWHU������ 
à Our Work — -DPHV������ 
à Our Hope — 5RPDQV������ 
à Our Endurance — 5HYHODWLRQ����� 

Becoming 3DUW�2I�7KH�/\WOH�)DPLO\ 
 
 
To be identified as part of our congregation (aka 
place membership) 
à Fill out the front and back of a Visitor’s Card 

with all your family information, making sure 
to check the box on front that says, tŝƐŚ�dŽ�
^ĞƌǀĞ�/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ 

à Place the card in the collection plate when it is 
passed during the Offering. 

Daily %LEOH�5HDGLQJ�— 

7KHPDWLF�6FKHGXOH�—�0DNLQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQV�%HWZHHQ�
'LIIHUHQW�6HFWLRQV�2I�6FULSWXUH 

SUN -HUHPLDK��-���3VDOPV�������7KHVVDORQLDQV�� 

MON -HUHPLDK��-�����7KHVVDORQLDQV�� 

TUE 3VDOPV�����-HUHPLDK��-�����7KHVVDORQLDQV�� 

WED 3VDOPV�����-HUHPLDK��-�����7KHVVDORQLDQV�� 

THU -HUHPLDK��-����3VDOPV�������7KHVVDORQLDQV�� 

FRI -HUHPLDK���-����+HEUHZV�� 

SAT -HUHPLDK���-����+HEUHZV�� 
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Interactive 'DLO\�%LEOH�5HDGLQJ�3ODQ 
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file 
go to: YLGHR�ZYEV�RUJ�VSRWOLJKW 

Memorize 6FULSWXUH�—� 
 

1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-8 
As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we 
instructed you how to live in order to please God, 
as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge 
you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2 
For you know what instructions we gave you by the 
authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 It is God’s will that 
you should be sanctified: that you should avoid 
sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn 
to control your own body[a] in a way that is holy 
and honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the 
pagans, who do not know God; 6 and that in this 
matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a 
brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those 
who commit such sins, as we told you and warned 
you before. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, 
but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, anyone who 
rejects this instruction does not reject a human 
being but God, the very God who gives you his 
Holy Spirit. 


