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You Are The Light Of  The World.  
— Matthew 5:14a (NAS) 

SK\VLFDO�DGGUHVV — ������0DLQ�6WUHHW��/\WOH��7;��������GR�127�XVH�IRU�PDLOLQJ� 
PDLOLQJ�DGGUHVV — 32�%R[������/\WOH��7;������ 
SKRQH  — ����-�����-����� 
HPDLO  — O\WOHFKXUFKRIFKULVW#\DKRR�FRP 
ZHEVLWH  — O\WOHFKXUFKRIFKULVW�RUJ 
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If  you’re searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; 
relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help; then we may be the place for you. 

&XUUHQW�6XQGD\�6FKHGXOH� 
����$0�-�%LEOH�6WXG\�_������$0�-�:RUVKLS�_�a�����30�-�%ULQJ�<RXU�2ZQ�/XQFK�_�a�����7R�����30�-�'HYRWLRQDO 

&XUUHQW�:HGQHVGD\�6FKHGXOH� 
����30—%LEOH�6WXG\ 

     In last week’s bulletin in our study of 1 Thessalonians 1:4-8, I covered verses 4-7 and 
ended Part One by stating that maybe, just maybe, we are NOT called to be happy and 
comfortable in this life; at least in so far as living a “charmed” life. But that it’s easy to 
start thinking this way when we stop thinking about eternity as our goal and that all 
our pain and loss should remind us that this world cannot be the goal of life. Finally, I 
said that there is something recorded of Jesus’ life that can be an example to us: 
     “For to this [doing good and still suffering] you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps” 
(1 Peter 2:21 ESV). 
     This then begs the question, “How could Jesus possibly have joy even though he was 
crucified                                                                                          [continued on page 3] 

The Power Of Faithfulness (Part Two) — by Mitch Watkins 

The believer is appointed to be a lighthouse to others; a cheering lamp, a shining star, a loving guide.  



JOHN 5:24-26 
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and be-
lieves him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 
judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very 
truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come 
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God 
and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has 
life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have 
life in himself.” 
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Scripture Word Search Order Of Services 
· Enter To Worship · 

Announcements  |  Scripture Reading  |  Prayer 
Song No. 311—My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less 
Song No. 215—All The Way My Savior Leads Me 

Song No. 317—Living For Jesus 
· Lord’s Supper ·  

Song No. 634—Looking To Thee 
Song No. 11—God Holds The Future In His Hands 

Song No. 183—Anywhere With Jesus 
 · Sermon · 

/,9,1*�,1�(7(51,7<�������12:" 
Scripturesʌ 

0DWWKHZ�������/XNH������-����0DWWKHZ������������������ 
Invitation Song No. 470—Just A Closer Walk With Thee 

· Final Announcements · 
Closing Song No. 403—A Blessing In Prayer 

· Offering & Closing Prayers · 
· Depart To Serve Or Join In A BYOL Meal · 

A Note From Cathi Kennedy 
[Tom Woodard’s High School 
friend] —  
I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your sweet words sent to encourage me.  This 
morning I have to confess that I was feeling sor-
ry for myself.  It is Christmas and my children 
and grandchildren are coming.  Because of the 
pain in my leg I have not been able to do the 
things that I usually do to make Christmas spe-
cial.  In my prayer time this morning I asked 
God to give me the encouragement that I need.  
And your card came just 3 hours later.  Simple 
words across several states to a person you do not 

know                                     [continued on page 6] 
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[continued from front] 
crucified? How could he have joy through pain and 
suffering?” Well, listen to the writer of Hebrews: 
     Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him en-
dured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
(Hebrews 12:1–2 ESV) 
     What was the focus of Jesus? 
“For the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross….” There 
was a joy set before him; that is 
why he could endure the cross and 
disregard the shame and this is 
how we endure suffering. Our piti-
ful human joy seems incapable of 
lasting through suffering and hap-
piness rarely lasts, especially when 
we’re in pain and anguish. But 
truly receiving the word of God 
brings joy through suffering because then we can 
have our eyes firmly fixed on eternity. This is how 
Jesus suffered for the joy set before him. This is 
how the apostles could be beaten by the authorities 
and rejoice (Acts 5:41). Suffering should never 
make the Christian run from God! Rather, we 
should run to God. I know that pain, distress, and 
loss cause me to all the more cling to the Savior 
because let’s face it, the next life is all we truly have. 
As we cannot have heaven here, our sorrows 
should move us to the permanent and eternal joy 
that is set before us. 
     What the Thessalonians did in drawing closer 
to God in their afflictions is the example for what 

all Christians are supposed to do. Look at verse 7 
(ESV): “so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.” They be-
came an example to all the believers in two provinc-
es in the Roman Empire, an area believed to en-
compass approximately 27,132 square miles (only 
about 3,000 square miles larger than West Virgin-
ia! Their suffering was not an excuse to slip in their 
devotion and service to God. Their suffering did 

not take away their joy in continu-
ing in their work of faith, labor of 
love, and steadfastness of hope. 
And what the Thessalonians did 
was not supposed to be an anoma-
ly. Rather, this is the example given 
to all Christians. The word translat-
ed “example” is a Greek word used 
to refer to a mark left by a hammer, 
leaving an impression on the origi-
nal. Joyous affliction provides a 
model of faith for others. 
     A Christ-like reaction to trials is 
a powerful factor in influencing 
others to stay faithful to the Lord. 
Our strength in the Lord in the 

midst of suffering encourages others to remain 
faithful and strong in the Lord through trials and 
suffering. In fact, notice what Paul says in verse 8 
(ESV) in regard to the Thessalonian’s resounding 
faith:  “For not only has the word of the Lord 
sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth eve-
rywhere, so that we need not say anything.” 
     Look at the power of the faithfulness of these 
Christians. Because they received the word with joy 
in such deep affliction, their faith in God had gone 
forth everywhere. Not only was the word of the 
Lord sounding forth from their lips, but their lives 
exem                                      [continued on page 6] 
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· Praise To GOD For Jeremy Watkins [Mitch Wat-
kins’ cousin] — Both his recent surgeries (cornea 
replacement & urethral) went well and he’s do-
ing fairly good. 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à Fred Bradley Family — Fred [Tom Woodard’s last 

living maternal uncle] — He passed into eterni-
ty early last Sunday morning. 

· Wendell McMeans — He tested positive for covid 
after being exposed from someone at work and 
has been self-isolating. 

· Lori Orr — She’s in University Hospital (Room 
5161) on antibiotics. She’s doing fair. 

· Harold Renninger — He’s been doing much better 
and his skin has mostly returned from red to his 
normal hue. 

· Billie Strunk — He finally had surgery on his neck 
this past Sunday. Lea said he came through the 
procedure okay and will be undergoing PT, first 
at Main Methodist and later either at home or 
outpatient. 

· Tristan Connor (Fintel’s Great Grandson) — He’s 
been diagnosed with asthma and now must carry 
an emergency inhaler with him. He’s also been 
diagnosed as being lactose intolerant so he’ll 
have to have his diet changed and monitored. 

DECEMBER 19TH 

· Praise To GOD For Lisa Ragsdale [Deborah 
Smoot’s sister] — Her hernia surgery went well 
last Monday but she’s still in some pain. 

· Praise To GOD For Phil Murphy [Tom Woodard’s 
high school friend] — He is recovering well from 
his recent heart bypasses (He had 5). 

· Praise To GOD For Gary Roeder [Pam Flatequal’s 
brother-in-law] — He’s still recovering from his 
back surgery and heart attack and is out of the 

Most Current Printout Of On-Going Concerns Is 
 

December 5, 2021 
Pick Up A Copy Next To The Bulletins! 

CURRENT CONCERNS 
· The Will Of The FATHER Of LOVE & HOPE  — 

May it be worked out in the lives of HIS people to 
HIS glory and honor, forever and ever! 

· Natural Disasters — Earthquakes & Eruptions & 
Floodings & Hurricanes & Tidal Waves & Tor-
nados & Wildfires — wherever they occur. 

· U.S.A. — Our Governments (local, state, nation-
al) — Our State Department — Our Military & 
Their Families — Our First Responders & Their 
Families — Teachers, Support Staff, Youth & 
Families at our nation’s schools 

· Rain and just enough! And praise for whatever 
precipitation we do receive! 

· Coronavirus — All those many, many people af-
fected by Coronavirus. May God send us relief 
from this pestilence. 

· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings — 
All the anger, anguish, animosity, anxiety, bitter-
ness, fear, fury, pain, resentment, rancor, worry 
and all the other negative emotions people are 
experiencing today. 

· Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries  
· Praise To GOD For Pam Flatequal — She is no 

longer vehicle-less! She now has a new (to her) 
pickup. 

Lord, 
Hear Our 
PRAYER 
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hospital staying with his son Landon. 
· Praise To GOD For Jimmy (J.D.) Smith [Tom 

Woodard’s friend] — He continues to slowly im-
prove from his stroke. 

· Joel Pakino [Vierling’s daughter-in-law’s brother-
in-law] — He’s now at home and will have more 
tests to see if the cause of his osteoporosis can be 
determined. 

· All The Many Victims of the recent swarm of tor-
nados that tore through Arkansas, Missouri, Illi-
nois, Tennessee and Kentucky killing 100+ peo-
ple and injuring scores more. 

DECEMBER 12TH 
· Loved One(s) Lost: 

à Richard Cliett Family — Rick [Former member] — 
He passed into eternity sometime last Sunday 
morning. There will be a family only memorial 
service sometime in January 2022. Ginny Cli-
ett’s address: 103 Coldwater Creek, Boerne, 
TX 78006. 

DECEMBER 5TH 

· Betsy Watkins — She had a MRI and X-Rays of her 
back, hip and knee Friday. She’s scheduled for x-
ray-assisted shots directly into her hip and back 
on Monday, December 27th. 

· Larry Bridgewater [Watkins’ diabetic brother-in-
law] — The toe next to his recently amputated big 
toe on his right foot became infected and was 
amputated Friday. 

· Rebecca Bridgewater [Mitch Watkins’ sister] — She 
was severely injured last Sunday when she fell off 
her front porch. The muscles on her left chest 
wall tore away causing internal bleeding which 
had to be corrected by surgery. She also punc-
tured her left leg which was fortunately not too 
bad. She is horribly bruised from head to toe and 

has a very long incision currently with a drain-
line.  

· Baily Smoot [Smoots’ granddaughter] — She broke 
her tailbone while roller skating. 

· Chris Watkins [Mitch Watkins’ 1st cousin] — He 
was released Friday from a hospitalization result-
ing from a car accident where he was injured 
moderately. 

· Jenna McCormick [Watkins’ next door neighbor 
& renter] — She’s been recently diagnosed with 
invasive ductal carcinoma, triple negative, stage 
three cancer and just had her port implanted for 
the chemo she’ll be undergoing. 

· Brandon & Veronica Saenz [Watkins’ brother-in-
law Larry Bridgewater’s best friend] — Both are 
cancer survivors of several years (his — throat & 
hers — breast). Unfortunately, their cancers have 
returned. 

NOVEMBER 28TH 
· Loved One(s) Lost: 

à Mikey Ureste Family — Mikey [Missae French’s 
grandson] — He passed into eternity at age 38. 

· Gary Abernathy [Tom Woodard’s friend] — He is 
recovering well after recent knee surgery though 
with a considerable bruise on the inside of his 
knee which causes him pain during exercises.  

· Phil Havel [Tom Woodard’s friend] — He had 
surgery three weeks ago to excise an infection. 
He’s recovering well but still has a PIC line IV. 

· Sue Woodard [Tom Woodard’s longtime family 
friend] — She undergoes knee replacement sur-
gery on Wednesday, December 8th. 

· Kidnapped Missionaries In Haiti — Two of the 17 
kidnapped people have been released, leaving the 
others still in the “custody” of the gang who per-
petrated the mass kidnapping. 



brings joy through our painful life circumstances. 
     Let’s be Christians who help each other through 
their faithfulness and joy in God’s word in the 
midst of great trials. Let’s be Christians who draw 
people to the Lord through the proclamation of 
the gospel and our joy in whatever suffering we 
endure. Brethren, followers of Jesus will suffer. 
How will we respond in difficulty? What will we do 
in the time of trial? The question from the book of 
Job rings loudly in our lives: Do you serve God for 
nothing? Or do we serve God for what we get ra-
ther than for who he is? Eternity helps us keep our 
eyes on the prize of knowing God and wanting to 
be with him eternally. That’s our goal and I hope, 
trust and pray that we reach forward for it with joy. 
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[continued from page 3] 
exemplified this message. If people today hear of 
your steadfastness in the faith and see the same in 
your lifestyle, they will be much more likely to lis-
ten to the message you proclaim. Too often we see 
evangelism as one or the other. Sometimes we 
speak about lifestyle evangelism. But no one can be 
taught without words. They may see your example 
but will not know why you live your life the way 
you do. On the other side, we can tell people about 
Christ but if our lives do not reflect what we are 
teaching, the message is made void. Listen to what 
Paul is saying about the Thessalonians. The word 
of the Lord has sounded forth from them and their 
faith in God has gone forth everywhere! 
     Faithfulness in affliction is powerful. But do 
you know what is more powerful? Faithfulness in 
affliction with joy! This is the testimony of God’s 
people throughout history. The writer of Hebrews 
said: “But recall the former days when, after you 
were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle 
with sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed 
to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being 
partners with those so treated. For you had com-
passion on those in prison, and you joyfully ac-
cepted the plundering of your property, since you 
knew that you yourselves had a better possession 
and an abiding one. Therefore do not throw away 
your confidence, which has a great reward. For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you 
have done the will of God you may receive what is 
promised” (Hebrews 10:32–36 ESV). 
     Where did their joy in affliction come from? 
They knew that they had a better possession and an 
abiding one. It caused them to have compassion on 
others. This knowledge encouraged their faith, 
strengthened their hope and deepened their love. 
Keeping eternity in view changes our faithfulness 
in the midst of suffering. Keeping eternity in view 

      For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. — Romans 6:23 

[continued from page 2] 

know may seem unremarkable to you.  But to 
me it reminded me that the coconut cake and the 
peanut butter balls may not get made this year, 
but my God is so much bigger than those trite 
things.  He heard my prayer and used people who 
don't know me to answer that prayer.  Please 
know how very blessed you have made me. 

                       ---Cathi Kennedy 

P.S:  This is one Christmas card that will go 
with me to the hospital on January 13 to remind 
me that I am covered in prayer! 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Roger & Deborah Smoot December 21st Anniversary 

Dan Orr January 11th Birthday 

Charles Smith January 17th Birthday 

Billy Strunk January 26th Birthday 

Jim Gardner January 30th Birthday 

If Your Special Day Is Between Today’s Date And 01/31/2022, And You Do Not See Your Name(s) Above, Please Let Mitch Know. 

Sundays 
12- ~1-1:30PM 

On every Sunday until further notice, after Worship we will enjoy a Bring 
Your Own Lunch Fellowship to appreciate each other in Christ’s love. 

Mondays 
1-3PM 

On every Monday until further notice, the ladies will be getting together for 
fellowship and to make blankets/quilts for the needy. 

TODAY Boxing Day & Kwanzaa 

Tue—Dec 28 
Pledge Of Allegiance Day & National Card Playing Day & National Call A Friend 
Day 

Thu—Dec 30 THE MOST IMPORTANT  Day Of The Year! National Bacon Day! 

Fri—Dec 31 New Year’s Eve 

Sat—Jan 1 New Year’s Day 

Sun—Jan 2 National Buffet Day 

Sun—Jan 2 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — A New Life 

Sun—Jan 9 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — Lawless Ways 

Sun—Jan 16 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — Jesus Is The Lord 

Sun—Jan 23 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — Saying No To God 

Wed—Sat 
Jan 19-22 

SIBI Vision Workshop — Preach The Word To Everyone — On The Campus Of 
Sunset International Bible Institute In Lubbock — Internet Registration Required @ 
$45 Per Individual or $250 Per Congregation (6 or More) [See Bulletin Board] 

*SEARCH Is Also On The Monday After It Originally Airs At: www.youtube.com/user/SearchTVMinistry 

Calendar Of Events 



God’s Plan�—�)RU�6DYLQJ�0DQ 
à God’s Grace — (SKHVLDQV����� 
à Christ’s Blood — 5RPDQV����� 
à The Spirit’s Gospel — 5RPDQV������ 
à Sinner’s Faith — $FWV������� 
à Sinner’s Repentance — /XNH������ 
à Sinner’s Confession — 5RPDQV������� 
à Sinner’s Baptism — ��3HWHU������ 
à Our Work — -DPHV������ 
à Our Hope — 5RPDQV������ 
à Our Endurance — 5HYHODWLRQ����� 

Becoming 3DUW�2I�7KH�/\WOH�)DPLO\ 
 
 
To be identified as part of our congregation (aka 
place membership) 
à Fill out the front and back of a Visitor’s Card 

with all your family information, making sure 
to check the box on front that says, tŝƐŚ�dŽ�
^ĞƌǀĞ�/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ 

à Place the card in the collection plate when it is 
passed during the Offering. 

Daily %LEOH�5HDGLQJ�— 

7KHPDWLF�6FKHGXOH�—�0DNLQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQV�%HWZHHQ�
'LIIHUHQW�6HFWLRQV�2I�6FULSWXUH 

SUN ,VDLDK���-����5HYHODWLRQ��� 

MON ,VDLDK���-����3VDOPV�����5HYHODWLRQ��� 

TUE ,VDLDK���-����5HYHODWLRQ��� 

WED ,VDLDK���-����5HYHODWLRQ��� 

THU ,VDLDK���-����5HYHODWLRQ���-�� 

FRI =HSKDQLDK��-���3VDOPV���� 

SAT *HQHVLV��-���0DWWKHZ�� 

2OG�	�1HZ�7HVWDPHQWV�,Q�����—�2QH�3DVVDJH�2OG�	�
1HZ�(DFK�'D\ 
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Interactive 'DLO\�%LEOH�5HDGLQJ�3ODQ 
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file 
go to: YLGHR�ZYEV�RUJ�VSRWOLJKW 

Memorize 6FULSWXUH�—� 
 

ISAIAH 61:1-3 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because 
the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort 
all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve 
in Zion — to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 
despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a 
planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor. 


