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THE WORLD THEN AND THE U.S. NOW – A BIBLICAL COMPARISON – PART THREE
    Over the previous two weeks we’ve looked at a comparison of Noah’s time and ours, first looking at the condition of humanity before the flood and America’s moral condition today. The we looked at another comparison: violence, corruption and the collapse of moral boundaries. This week we’ll turn to God’s warning, mercy and call to repentance.
     Noah Preached While the Ark Was Being Prepared –      Before judgment came through the flood, God gave humanity time to repent. Noah spent years building the ark while preaching righteousness to a corrupt generation. Though people ignored the warnings, God’s patience demonstrated His mercy. 2 Peter 2:5 calls Noah “a preacher of righteousness.”
     Likewise, God continues to warn the world today through Scripture, preaching, conviction of the Holy Spirit, and faithful believers who proclaim the Gospel. And the message today, as it was in Noah’s time, is not merely about judgment – it’s about salvation.
     God desires repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 confirms this, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but  is  longsuffering  toward  us,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish
[continued on page 3]
[continued from front]
but that all should come to repentance” (emphasis mine). Sadly, many people today continue living as though judgment will never come. Just as in Noah’s day, people are distracted by worldly pursuits, entertainment, money, pleasure, and personal ambition. But Jesus said in Luke 17:27: “They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the
flood came and destroyed them all.” So, life appeared normal until sudden judgment arrived.
     The Hope Found in Christ – While this comparison between Noah’s generation and modern America is serious; believers are not called to live in fear. We are called to live faithfully. The ark represented salvation and safety through God’s provision. Today, Jesus Christ  is  the  “ark”  –  the
only refuge from sin and coming judgment.
     John 14:6 declares: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” I believe that America does not merely need political solutions, economic improvement, or cultural reform. Our greatest need is spiritual revival and revival begins with repentance. It begins when individuals humble themselves before God, confess sin, return to Scripture, and seek holiness once again.
     2 Chronicles 7:14 gave this promise to the Soloman’s people and by extension to us: “if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
     Well, God still saves. God still forgives. 
God still changes lives. The question is whether people will listen before it is too late. As believers, we must remain faithful in a corrupt generation just as Noah did. We must stand for truth, love others with compassion, share the Gospel boldly, and live holy lives that honor Christ.
     The days of Noah serve as both a warning and an invitation. A warning against rejecting God and an
invitation to enter the safety of His grace through Jesus Christ. My prayer, and I hope yours, is that America turn back to God while there is still time. IendI


Salvation comes no other way; no other name (Jesus) has been or will be given to us by which we can be saved, only this one.”
– Acts 4:12 (The Message)
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SERMON
Parables Of Jesus – Pearl Of Great Price
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Matthew 13:45-46  Colossians 1:13  Romans 14:17  Hebrews 12:25-29  Romans 6:23  Ephesians 2:8-9  Colossians 2:11-13   Titus 3:4-7  Acts17:10-11  Mark 10:28-30

INTRODUCTION – (1) The Parable Of The Hidden Treasure  Jesus Followed With Another Short Parable

I.	The Parable Explained
	A.		Details Of The Parable
	B.		Meaning Of The Parable
	C.		Some Biblical Examples
II.	Searching For The Pearl
	A.		The Ethiopian Eunuch
	B.		The Bereans

CONCLUSION – (1) Searching For Salvation  (2) What Motivates Our Search  (3) Is The "Pearl" Worth It?  (4) The Blessings Must Be Found

INVITATION


WEDNESDAY @  4PM
Study – The Minor Prophets – Joel


1 Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered; let those also who hate Him flee before Him. 2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.                – Psalm 68:1-2




ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
439 – Love Divine
160 – I Love The Lord
· Minister’s Prayer
115 – O, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing
131 – Grace Greater Than Our Sin
· Lord’s Supper
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
352 – Give Me Thy Heart
· Final Announcements
57 – I Love You, My Jesus
· Offering & Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love
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WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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Kayla Dzierzanowski represented her school recently in Washington D.C. at a Family Career and Community Leaders of America competition. She and her partner, Catherine Brown, advocated for a recycling program in Devine and on the school campus. They named the project “Clean and Green”. Their score was above 95%, which put them 3rd in the NATION and earned a GOLD status in Texas.
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Following entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
JULY 26
· Burris, Joyce – She is scheduled to have the kidney stone(s) removed on Friday, July 31. [NEW] 
· Gardner, Garret [Gardner’s grandson] – His Army Reserve Unit has been deployed to Jordon. Prayers for him and his unit-mates. [NEW] 
· Lassen, Peter [Friend of Gene Vierling] – His last treatment went much better than the  first.  He’ll  have  a  total  of  four  and 

then a scan to see what the treatment has done for him. [NEW] 
· Ousley, John Family [Mitch Watkins’ barbershop friend] – Congratulations and Praise To GOD! for the healthy birth of his and Bridget’s second child: Josiah James, 6.12lbs, 19.5”. He was born about  4  weeks  before  his  due  date  but
appears to not be in any respiratory distress so the due date may have been incorrect. [NEW] 
· Sparks, Lane & Ashley & Extended Family [Tom Woodard’s grandson and grand daughter-in-law] – Ashley is scheduled to have the baby by Cesarean on Tuesday, August 4. That’s another great grandchild for Tom! Lane and Ashley have named the baby, Liam Daniel. [NEW] 
· Strunk, Billy – He had a biopsy and is awaiting results. [NEW] 
JULY 19
· Huerta, Christy [Melanie McMeans’ niece (daughter of Melanie’s brother Perry Moore) – Praise To GOD! Her heart surgery (quadruple bypass) went well and she is now convalescing. [01] 
· Rascon, Jamie [Betty Smith’s daughter] – Lightning struck her house knocking out their air conditioning but, Praise To GOD! other than some burned places and shingles knocked off the room, not much more was damaged and everyone was fine. [01] 
JULY 12
· Cruz, Marta (Sister of last week’s visitor) – She needs a heart valve replacement to the tune of about $17,000 but is impoverished and has no medical insurance except for the universal health care provided by Mexico which apparently only pays 60%. [02] 
· Kessler, Ernie [Wendell McMeans’ friend and former coworker] – He underwent a heart valve replacement Thursday, July 2. This 80-year-old man is doing as well as can be expected. [02] 
· Pratt, Taeko [Angela Spence’s mother (see Spence entry below)] – She is experiencing poor health. [02] 
· Spence, Angela [Tom Woodard’s friend and former coworker] – She is experiencing poor health. (See Pratt entry above). [02] 
JULY 5
· Neugent, Rick Family [Grandfather of a friend of the Watkins’] He recently passed into eternity. [03] 
· Nicholson, Brad Family [Deborah Newman’s sister’s husband] – He passed into eternity recently. [03] 
· Sparks, Janice [Tom Woodard’s daughter] – She’s lost some weight so her recent blood work came back much better, Praise To GOD!  [03] 
· Slaughter, Mary [Melanie McMeans’ sister] – Her Tuesday June 30 surgery to remove a 5mm x7mm mass went well and the mass sent for testing. Praise To GOD!  she is doing well. [03] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically Be Removed At The 26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This Ongoing   List   And   You   Believe   They Should Go Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.

Anderson, Dale [10]  Bailey, Linzi [06]  Balderrama, Matthew [11]  Barber, Kathy Family [08]  Beauchemin, Marvale [10]  Bippert, Cheryl [13]  Brown, Colton Family [22]  Busse, Duane [11]  Capshaw, Mike (Poppy) [04]  Cashion, Corena [10]  Cashion, Mark [06]   Cook, Karen [13]  Coombs,  Derek [21]  Coughran, Rick [04]  Dolbeare, Robert [14]  Dubose, Belinda Family [08]  Dwyer, Meagan [18]    Dygert,  Harold  Family  [20]    Flatequal, 
[continued on page 8]
[continued from page 5]
[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998]Pam [20]  Gardner, Laura [04]  Jackson, April [12]  Keese, Bob & Katheryn [13]  Last-Name-Unknown, Irene [16]  McMeans, Melanie [17]  McMeans,   Wendell [24]  Melendy Family [11]  Moore,   Jennifer [23]  Moore, Perry [04]  Moore, Sherry [11]   Morgan, Mitzy Family [16]  Mr. Lowe [26]  Ott, Ronnie [11]  Pillows, Darlene [13]  Potter, Edna Family [09]   Price, Jennifer [25]  Ranne, Ruth Family [10]  Renninger, Ruane [06]  Roeder, Gary [10]  Sims, Linda [23]  Smith, Betty [12]  Smoot, Bailey [23]  Smoot, Beth [17]  Smoot, Deborah [08]   Smoot, Max [20]  Smoot, Randy [05]  Spicer, Ronda [04]  Strickland, Greg [09]  Vierling, Carol [05]  Vierling, Gene [18]  Villereal, Douglas Family [18]  Villereal, Pam [04]  Watkins, Betsy [06]  Watkins, Mitchell [06]  White, Linda [21] 


3 But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God; yes, let them rejoice exceedingly. 4 Sing to God, sing praises to His name; extol Him who rides on the clouds, by His name Yah, and rejoice before Him.         – Psalm 68:3-4
LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL & GLOBAL CONCERNS
· May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,  MERCY, And RIGHTEOUSNESS Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
· People In The U.S.A. And Around The World Who’ve Been Affected By Natural Disasters
· Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials, Military, First Responders & Teachers, Nourishing & Life-giving Rain
· Coronaviruses, Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses
· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings
· War, Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries

Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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DON’T DRIFT WITH THE CROWD!
     It is easy to drift with the values of the world. Noah lived among people who had rejected God, ignored His truth, and pursued only their own desires. Yet Noah chose a different path. Instead of following the crowd, he walked faithfully with the Lord. His obedience was not popular, but it was pleasing to God.
     Our world often celebrates what God calls sin and treats faithfulness as outdated. The pressure to fit in can be strong, but God has never called His people to blend into the culture. He calls us to stand apart with humility, integrity, love, and unwavering trust in Him.
     Jesus warned that the days before His return would resemble the days of Noah. People would be consumed with everyday life while ignoring their need for God. As believers, we must remain spiritually alert, faithfully living for Christ instead of simply following the crowd.
“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.”
– Matthew 24:37


SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
ACTS 10:42-43
42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”
 
N O K U R H C A E R P I N F
N N S T A F J X Y E R G O Z
A A S E S H I R D G B Y I N
A M A T V S V V A D T Y S H
B E R E E E E F E U W S S H
N W Z J U H I N D J A B I M
C W A M I M P L T P N I M M
H Q H D Z X L O E I T W E O
V B T O X T V G R B W F R L
Y O A T C Q V N K P F E B P
K R D F Z F U I P F K X U M
H D N E M E U V E O L A V K
I A V S D S S I O K L G O D
S I H J Z N B L P B Z W O J
N N K E J X A X L I L Y A W
I E T I X R M M E E G U H G
S D H L V I U P M T Z O W R
P Y R C F R P E E O E U L E
Q H O P S J T S I V C Z R C
X A U L A I T P E C X J N E
I J G O O I A R R W P Q F I
T C H S F L Y A U Z R G B V
M E W Y E R F V R T R T V E
K T Y P O C Z X E W Q G H K
B T S R N G C O M L K S J G
A D G J L K H F S Q W R R Y
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 ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
[image: A pile of blue and white gift boxes

Description automatically generated]Wendell & Melanie McMeans		Jul 20	       Anniversary
Pam Fintel					Jul 27	       Birthday
Kayla Dzielzanowski				Jul 29	       Birthday
[image: A group of white boxes with green bows
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Description automatically generated]Tom Woodard					Aug 1          Birthday
Carlene Vierling				Aug 7	        Birthday
If Your Special Day Is August 7th Or Before And You Do Not
See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
[image: ]Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
[image: ]Every Thursday	          Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Jul 12	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Much Closer Attention
Sun – Jul 19	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Conditional
Sun – Jul 26	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Born In Sin
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Jul 26	World Tofu Day & National Aunt & Uncle DayTHE LYTLE LIGHT                                                                                                                       PAGE 7


Mon – Jul 27	National 1Korean War Veterans Armistice And 2Creme Brûlée And 3Chicken Finger Days
Tue – Jul 28	Buffalo Soldiers Day & National Milk Chocolate Day
Wed – Jul 29	National 1Chicken Wing And 2Lasagna Days
Thu – Jul 30	Share A Hug Day & National 1Chili Dog And 2Cheesecake Days
Fri – Jul 31	National 1Avocado And 2Raspberry Cake Days
Sat – Aug 1	Spiderman Day & Homemade Pie Day & National Raspberry Crème Pie Day
[image: ][image: ]Sun – Aug 2	National 1Sisters And 2Ice Cream Sandwich Days 
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WANT TO BE
Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.


INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
Daily Readings From Both The Old And New Testaments 
SUN	– Day 211 - Psa 59-61; Act 28:16-31
MON	– Day 212 - Psa 62-64; Rom 1
TUE	– Day 213 - Psa 65-67; Rom 2
WED	– Day 214 - Psa 68-69; Rom 3
THU	– Day 215 - Psa 70-72; Rom 4
FRI	– Day 216 - Psa 73-74; Rom 5
SAT	– Day 217 - Psa 75-77; Rom 6
Psa = Psalms  Act = Acts  Rom = Romans
READ ALONG W/TOM
Sunday	7/26/2026	1 Thessalonians 4
Monday	7/27/2026	1 Thessalonians 5
Tuesday	7/28/2026	2 Thessalonians 1
Wednesday	7/29/2026	2 Thessalonians 2
Thursday	7/30/2026	2 Thessalonians 3
Friday	7/31/2026	Psalm 13
Saturday	8/1/2026	Zechariah 1
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