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You Are The Light Of  The World.  
— Matthew 5:14a (NAS) 
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If  you’re searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; 
relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help; then we may be the place for you. 
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     The cross is the character of Christianity. 
     As the self-appointed spokesman for Jesus’ handpicked coterie, Peter says the right 
thing at the right time: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” But Peter can-
not leave good enough alone. As Jesus goes on to explain for the first time that He will 
go to Jerusalem, suffer, die, and be raised again, Peter rebukes Him for such an outland-
ish notion. “Never! Not you! God forbid it, Lord!” 
     Within moments of Peter’s sky-scraping avowal, for which he will always be remem-
bered, Jesus calls Peter “Satan” (“Get behind Me Satan”) and declares that he is not 
setting his mind on God’s interests, but man’s. 
     It was God’s interest that Jesus must go to the cross; it is His interest that you and I 
bear                                                                                                 [continued on page 3] 

The Cross Or Loss — by Bryan Elliff, bulletininserts.org 

The believer is appointed to be a lighthouse to others; a cheering lamp, a shining star, a loving guide.  
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HEBREWS 10:19-25 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence 
to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 
by a new and living way opened for us through the cur-
tain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great 
priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to 
God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance 
that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse 
us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 
washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to 
the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encour-
aging one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. 
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Scripture Word Search Order Of Services 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

· Enter To Worship · 
Announcements  |  Scripture Reading  |  Prayer 

Not In Song Book—Holy Ground & Majesty 
Song No. 116—O Worship The King 

Song No. 180—In Memory Of The Savior’s Love 
· Lord’s Supper ·  

Song No. 192—Savior, Lead Me 
Song No. 558—Where He Leads I’ll Follow 

 · Sermon · 
0RUDOLW\�	�*RG—5RPDQV���-�� 

Scripturesʌ 
5RPDQV�����-����$FWV��������*DODWLDQV����-�� 

0DWWKHZ��������0DWWKHZ�����������/XNH������-��� 
+HEUHZV����-���-DPHV�����-����0DWWKHZ�����-�� 

 Outline:  
,�  0RUDOLW\�DQG�*RG�����-��� 
  $�  7KH�SOHD�UHQGHUHG�����D�� 
  %�  7KH�SOHD�UHIXWHG�����E-��� 
,,�  3DJDQ�DQG�*RG������-��� 
  $�  7KH�SOHD�UHQGHUHG������-��� 
  %�  7KH�SOHD�UHIXWHG������-��� 
,,,�  5HOLJLRQ�DQG�*RG������-��� 
  $�  7KH�SOHD�UHQGHUHG������-��� 
  %�  7KH�SOHD�UHIXWHG������-��� 

Invitation Song No.159—I Gave My Life For Thee 
· Final Announcements · 

Closing Song No. XXX—Thank You, Lord 
· Offering & Closing Prayers · 

Savior, Lead Me 

& I Will Follow 
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bear ours also. The next pronouncement follows 
this incident and the revelation of Jesus’ Jerusalem 
itinerary, and leans on it for meaning: “Then Jesus 
said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come af-
ter Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross 
and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life 
will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it. For what 
will it profit a man if 
he gains the whole 
world and forfeits his 
soul? Or what will a 
man give in exchange 
for his soul? For the 
Son of Man is going to 
come in the glory of 
His Father with His 
angels, and will then 
repay every man ac-
cording to his deeds’” 
(Matthew 16:24-27). 
     Jesus was not informing the disciples, or us, of 
some form of elevated Christianity, but of essential 
Christianity. He is not giving us a missionary verse, 
applicable only to those who will advance beyond 
the ordinary in their loyalty. He is meaning that we 
either go this way, or we lose our souls. 
     It is common for us to spiritualize such a verse, 
as if the cross were about our dying to self, or 
“reckoning ourselves dead to sin” as found in Ro-
mans 6. It is related, of course, but is far earthier 
than this. To bear our cross is to take on ourselves 
whatever suffering, sacrifice and substitution is nec-
essary for doing what interests God. Jesus was spe-
cific about saying that it is “our” cross that we are 
to bear, not His. But it is like His, having the same 

sacrificial qualities. It is not a perfection (as Peter 
often illustrated), but a direction (as Peter also illus-
trated). 
     By substitution I mean the humility to take 
someone’s place in order to demonstrate the mean-
ing of the gospel; to take their place, pay their 
price, to give what is yours in their stead. In the 
smallest sense, it is shooing someone else out of the 

way and washing the 
dishes yourself. It is by 
practicing the smallest 
sense of this idea that 
we will be prepared for 
its larger use. 
     Joseph Tson, a be-
loved Romanian leader 
who was subjected of-
ten to suffering for the 
gospel, said: Our cross 
is not for propitiation; 
our cross is for propaga-
tion. 

     The call to follow Christ is intentional, costly, 
and rewarding, for in going that way you gain your 
soul. 
     If you take the other course, if you pursue your 
own interests and are successful to the point of 
gaining the entire world, what profit is there in that 
at the judgment? And, what would you give in ex-
change for your soul when you stand before God? 
Would you not give a trillion such worlds if you 
had them to give? 
     It is the cruci-centric life that shouts the gospel 
loudly enough for people to hear. 
     As Joseph Tson once told his persecutors, “Your 
greatest weapon is killing; my greatest weapon is 
dying.”  
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is doing fair. Fortunately, no cancer was found in 
her lymph nodes! 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à Garza Family — Herbert [Tom Woodard’s foot-

ball official friend] — He passed. 
· New Covid Case(s): 

à Arlene [Mitch Watkins’ cousin] & Daryl Morgan 
& his 2 daughters 

à Chris & Bill Ray [Jean Neal (Friend of the con-
gregation)’s daughter & son-in-law] 

· Joyce Burris — She was in a fender-bender. No one 
was hurt but she’s without transportation for a 
bit. 

· Jim Gardner — He’s scheduled for hernia surgery 
this Thursday, October 14th. 

· Lori Orr — She saw her doctor Thursday for an 
issue that’s come up. She was also supposed to 
have started PT to help her regain strength in her 
legs. 

· Cris Street — She’s feeling somewhat better. Her 
doctor is trying to get her meds regulated. 

· Betsy Watkins — She’s been having somewhat 
good days and not so good ones. She’s continu-
ing with home-based PT but every session seems 
to cause a setback where she’s in pain for several 
days. She continues to have issues riding in a car; 
not being able to find a position where it doesn’t 
hurt. 

· Jan Gonzales [Jean Neal (Friend of the congrega-
tion)’s sister] — She has a melanoma in her feet 
and she may be losing her toes. Prayers are re-
quested that the surgeon removes all the cancer 
so that it can not spread. 

· Jeremy Kerley [Mitch Watkins’ cousin] He’s sched-
uled for a cornea transplant on Monday, October 
18th. 

· Derek Street [Laura Gardner’s grandson] — His 

Most Current Printout Of On-Going Concerns Is 
 

10/03/2021 
Pick Up A Copy Next To The Bulletins! 

CURRENT CONCERNS 
· The Will Of The FATHER Of LOVE & HOPE  — 

May it be worked out in the lives of HIS people to 
HIS glory and honor, forever and ever! 

· Natural Disasters — Earthquakes & Eruptions & 
Floodings & Hurricanes & Tidal Waves & Tor-
nados & Wildfires — wherever they occur. 

· U.S.A. — Our Governments (local, state, nation-
al) — Our State Department — Our Military & 
Their Families — Our First Responders & Their 
Families — Teachers, Support Staff, Youth & 
Families at our nation’s schools 

· Rain and just enough! And praise for whatever 
precipitation we do receive! 

· Coronavirus — All those many, many people af-
fected by Coronavirus. May God send us relief 
from this pestilence. 

· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings — 
All the anger, anguish, animosity, anxiety, bitter-
ness, fear, fury, pain, resentment, rancor, worry 
and all the other negative emotions people are 
experiencing today. 

· Afghanistan situation  
· Praise To GOD For Amanda Rigby [Cris Street’s 

school teacher friend] — She was released to go 
home after her double mastectomy surgery. She 

Lord, 
Hear Our 
PRAYER 
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doctor released him to go back to playing soccer 
which was apparently too soon as he was rein-
jured his collarbone (farther up, closer to his 
neck). He’s out of soccer for the season. 

· Betty Watkins [Mitch Watkins’ aunt] — She still 
needs knee surgery from when she broke her 
knee cap. 

· Chris Watkins [Mitch Watkins’ cousin] — He’s 
been diagnosed with severe gout of the knee. 

OCTOBER 3RD 
· Praise To GOD For Those Recovered-From Or 

Exposed-To-But-Didn’t-Catch Covid: 
à Melanie, Wendell & Jake McMeans 
à Janice & Tim Sparks & Janice’s boss 
à Ronda Spicer 
à Jason & Barbara Brown 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à Cendric Family — Norma Cendric’s [Laura Gard-

ner’s sister-in-law] mother passed. 
à Schultz Family — Roger Schultz [Football friend of 

Tom Woodard] passed. 
· New Covid Cases: 

à Laurel Cyrene [Friendship Art Club member] 

SEPTEMBER 26TH 

· No New, No Updates 

SEPTEMBER 19TH 

· Praise To GOD For Pat Woodard — Her eyes are 
stable so no shot needed this month! 

· Praise To GOD For Tom — His blood work came 
back good and his doctor was soooooooooo 
proud of him! 

· Praise To GOD For Mark Bray [Mitch Watkins 
fellow barbershop singer] — He is doing much 
better after his bout of covid coupled with pneu-
monia though still feels a little weak. 

· Dan Orr — His new job & the Accident Victims he 

and his crew rescue since many of them sustain 
serious injuries. 

· Richard Cliett [Former member] — He’s had one 
chemo treatment in the hospital for his bladder 
cancer which has spread and has been sent home 
and is doing okay. He’ll be undergoing home- PT 
as he’s currently too weak for more chemo. 

SEPTEMBER 12TH 

· Praise To GOD For Emily Conran [Watkins’ almost 
20-year-old niece] — Her September 8th gall blad-
der surgery went well and she’s doing well. 

· Praise To GOD For Michelle Moore [Tom 
Woodard’s daughter] — Her new book entitled A 
Race Well Lived has been published and is cur-
rently No. 1 in its category. 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à Trevino Family — Gregory [Linda Trevino’s 

youngest son] — He passed. 
· Velma McMeans [Wendell McMeans’ mom] — 

Her kidney’s were the same from their first test-
ing so, they’re waiting 2 more months to redo 
her kidney test(s) to see if they can establish a 
base line before they can consider knee surgery. 

SEPTEMBER 5 
· Loved One(s) Lost: 

à Neglin Family — Mike [Ronda Spicer’s daughter-
in-law Stephanie Brown’s 94-yo grandfather]    
— He passed. 

à O’Neal Family — Kevin [Tom Woodard’s 46-yo 
second cousin] — He passed. 

 

Be glad in the LORD and re-
joice, you righteous; And shout 
for joy, all you upright in heart!  

— Psalm 32:11 
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know that Jesus had a special, personal affection 
for this family. 
     “Therefore,” the narrative continues, “when He 
heard that Lazarus was sick, He . . .” Pause here for 
a moment. If you were hearing this story for the 
first time, what would you expect to be said next? 
     I think we all would naturally expect John to 
say, “Therefore Jesus went to Bethany to heal Laza-
rus.” But that isn’t how the story goes. Instead we 
read these shocking and confusing words: “He 
stayed two days longer in the place where He was.” 
Subsequently Lazarus died. 
     He stayed? Jesus stayed and let Lazarus die? Yes. 
But why? John says He did so because He loved 

them. 
     Jesus Gives What is 
Best — How could that 
be loving? If love means 
always giving a person 

what is best for him, then we can understand from 
the rest of the story how it was loving for Jesus to 
let Lazarus die and to allow his sisters to experience 
such deep sorrow. 
     The story ends with Jesus powerfully raising Laz-
arus back to life after being dead for four days! 
Through this display, Mary, Martha, the disciples, 
and others encountered the glory of Jesus in a 
unique way as they saw firsthand His authority to 
raise the dead and to give eternal life to those who 
believe in Him. Jesus knew this was the best thing 
for everyone, even His disciples. 
     Not all of our trials have such a happy ending, 
but they all do have the ultimate purpose of reveal-
ing Christ’s glory now or later. Jesus knows what’s 
best for us who are His followers and because He 
loves us, He always has this in mind in all of our 
suffering.  

Jesus’ Counter-Cultural Love 

— by Marco Scouvert, bulletininserts.org 
     How do you define love? 
     In our age of indulgence, many define love this 
way: giving another person what he wants, regard-
less of what may be best for him. 
     For example, if a 30-year old pregnant woman 
wants to murder her unborn child because she 
doesn’t know how she will provide for it, then, we 
should give her what she wants. Love means we 
encourage her and maybe help her abort her baby. 
After all, it’s her life and her body, right? In fact, 
according to our culture, to refuse her those desires 
would be a very hateful thing to do, regardless of 
what we think (or know) is best for her and the 
child. 
     But Jesus defines love like this: giving a person 
what is best for him, regardless of what he may 
want. His definition of love is not merely different, 
it is the exact opposite! 
     A Grave Message — We see this in the account 
of the raising of Lazarus. As John 11 begins, Laza-
rus, the brother of Mary and Martha in Bethany, is 
ill. Since the family was close to Jesus, Martha and 
Mary sent a messenger to tell him that their broth-
er was sick. In response, Jesus made an amazing 
statement! He declared with confidence that the 
purpose of Lazarus’ sickness was not merely that he 
would die, but that His glory would be displayed 
for all to see. 
     Because He Loved Them — The author John 
then makes a short but important statement: “Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” You see 
that love even in the message: “Lord, He whom you 
love, is sick.” Lazarus knew, Mary and Martha 
knew, the disciples knew, and John wants us to 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Billy & Lea Strunk October 8th Anniversary 

Jim & Laura Gardner October 10th Anniversary 

Deborah Smoot October 11th Birthday 

Wendell McMeans October 27th Birthday 

Melanie McMeans October 27th Birthday 

If Your Special Day Is Between Today’s Date And 10/31/2021, And You Do Not See Your Name(s) Above, Please Let Mitch Know. 

Sundays 
12- ~1-1:30PM 

On every Sunday until further notice, after Worship we will enjoy a Bring 
Your Own Lunch Fellowship to appreciate each other in Christ’s love. 

Mondays 
1-3PM 

On every Monday until further notice, the ladies will be getting together for 
fellowship and to make blankets/quilts for the needy. 

Sat—Oct 16 
Supporting In Times Of Illness & Loss @ Riverside CoC in  
Kerrville — 9:00AM—2:00PM — See Bulletin Board In Front Hall 

Sat—Oct 16 
Dedication Ceremony & Unveiling Of A New Texas Historical Marker — 
Florence Church Of Christ @ 2:00PM — 101 E Tumlinson Street, Florence, TX 

Sun—Oct 17 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — Hungering For Righteousness 

Sun—Oct 24 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — The Beauty Of Forgiveness 

Sun—Oct 31 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — The Righteous Life 

Sun—Oct 31        Snacks & Game Day Fellowship — After Morning Worship 

*SEARCH Is Also On The Monday After It Originally Airs At: www.youtube.com/user/SearchTVMinistry 

Mon—Oct 11 Columbus Day       Native Americans’ Day 

Sun—Oct 10       World Homeless Day       World Mental Health Day       Clergy Appreciation Day 

Tue—Oct 12        Farmers Day 

Wed—Oct 13 U. S. Navy’s Birthday — 246 Years Old 

Thu—Oct 14        National Dessert Day 

Fri—Oct 15 National Grouch Day       National Mushroom Day 

Sun—Oct 17        Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Day 

Calendar Of Events 



God’s Plan�—�)RU�6DYLQJ�0DQ 
à God’s Grace — (SKHVLDQV����� 
à Christ’s Blood — 5RPDQV����� 
à The Spirit’s Gospel — 5RPDQV������ 
à Sinner’s Faith — $FWV������� 
à Sinner’s Repentance — /XNH������ 
à Sinner’s Confession — 5RPDQV������� 
à Sinner’s Baptism — ��3HWHU������ 
à Our Work — -DPHV������ 
à Our Hope — 5RPDQV������ 
à Our Endurance — 5HYHODWLRQ����� 

Becoming 3DUW�2I�7KH�/\WOH�)DPLO\ 
 
 
To be identified as part of our congregation (aka 
place membership) 
à Fill out the front and back of a Visitor’s Card 

with all your family information, making sure 
to check the box on front that says, tŝƐŚ�dŽ�
^ĞƌǀĞ�/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ 

à Place the card in the collection plate when it is 
passed during the Offering. 

Daily %LEOH�5HDGLQJ�— 

7KHPDWLF�6FKHGXOH�—�0DNLQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQV�%HWZHHQ�
'LIIHUHQW�6HFWLRQV�2I�6FULSWXUH 

SUN -HUHPLDK���-����+HEUHZV��� 

MON -HUHPLDK���-����+HEUHZV��� 

TUE -HUHPLDK���-����+HEUHZV��� 

WED -HUHPLDK���-����+HEUHZV��� 

THU -HUHPLDK���-����3VDOPV�����-HUHPLDK���-�� 

FRI 3VDOPV������-HUHPLDK���-�� 

SAT -HUHPLDK���-����3VDOPV���� 
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Interactive 'DLO\�%LEOH�5HDGLQJ�3ODQ 
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file 
go to: YLGHR�ZYEV�RUJ�VSRWOLJKW 

Memorize 6FULSWXUH�—� 
 

HEBREWS 10:11-18 
Day after day every priest stands and performs his 
religious duties; again and again he offers the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But 
when this priest had offered for all time one 
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God, 13 and since that time he waits for his 
enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by one 
sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are 
being made holy. 15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to 
us about this. First he says: 16 “This is the covenant 
I will make with them after that time, says the 
Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will 
write them on their minds.” [see Jeremiah 31:33] 17 Then he 
adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember 
no more.” [see Jeremiah 31:34] 

 18 And where these have 
been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer 
necessary. 


