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FAITH, FREEDOM, AND OUR NATION AT 250 YEARS
     As our nation celebrates the 250th anniversary of the United States of America, we pause with gratitude to remember the courage, sacrifice, and faith that helped shape this country. Two and a half centuries ago, ordinary men and women trusted God enough to pursue liberty, justice, and the hope of a better future for generations to come.
     While the Founding Fathers were not perfect men, many openly acknowledged their dependence upon God and recognized the importance of biblical principles in building a strong nation. Throughout the founding of America, there were frequent calls to prayer, repentance, humility, and moral responsibility. The Declaration of Independence itself refers to “Nature’s God,” our Creator, and “Divine Providence.”
     George Washington once wrote, “It is impossible to rightly govern a nation without God and the Bible.” Whether spoken in public addresses, personal writings, or national proclamations, America’s early leaders repeatedly pointed people toward faith, virtue, and accountability before Almighty God.
[continued on page 3]
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     The Bible reminds us in Psalm 33:12: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”
     America has experienced remarkable blessings through the years – freedom, opportunity, innovation, and strength. Yet these blessings did not happen by accident. They came through sacrifice, prayer, hard work, and a recognition that
true liberty comes from God.
     The Apostle Paul reminds us in Gala-tians 5:1: “Stand fast therefore in the lib-erty wherewith Christ hath made us free.”
     Political  freedom
is valuable, but spiritual freedom is eternal. The greatest freedom any person can experience is freedom from sin through Jesus Christ. As Christians, we celebrate our nation’s history, but we also remember that our highest citizenship is in heaven.
     Today, our country faces many challenges – division, moral confusion, violence, discouragement, and declining respect for truth. In times like these, it is tempting to place all our hope in government, politics, or human leadership. But Scripture teaches us that lasting hope comes only from the Lord.
     Second Chronicles 7:14 gives God’s timeless instruction: “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”
     Notice that God’s promise begins with “My people.” Spiritual renewal starts not in Washington,  but in the hearts of 
believers. If we desire a stronger America, then Christians must lead the way in prayer, repentance, kindness, integrity, and faithful living.
     The faith of many early  Americans  was
not merely private – It shaped families, churches, schools, communities, and public life. They understood that freedom without morality eventually collapses. John Adams warned: “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”
     As followers of Christ today, we are called to live differently. We are to be “salt” and “light” in the world (Matthew 5:13-16). That means standing for truth with love, serving our neighbors with compassion,  and honoring God in both
[continued on page 6]
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public and private life.
     Celebrating America’s 250th anniver-sary should do more than stir patriotism – it should inspire reflection. Have we remained grateful for God’s blessings? Are we teaching the next generation the value of faith, freedom, responsibility, and biblical truth? Are we praying faithfully for our leaders and our nation?
     First Timothy 2:1-2 says: “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority…”
     One of the greatest ways Christians can serve their country is through prayer. Prayer changes hearts, strengthens churches, protects families, and invites God’s guidance upon a nation.
     As we look back over 250 years of American history, we thank God for His faithfulness. Through wars, hardships, revivals, victories, and trials, the Lord has sustained this nation time and again. Yet the future of America will not depend merely on economic strength or military power – it will depend on whether we continue to seek God and walk in His truth.
     The prophet Micah gives us a clear calling in Micah 6:8: “What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy,  and to walk humbly with 
thy God?”
     May this anniversary remind us that freedom is precious, faith is essential, and God’s blessings should never be taken for granted. Let us honor the sacrifices of those who came before us by living as faithful Christians, responsible citizens, and people of prayer.
     As America enters its next chapter, may we once again declare with confidence: “In God We Trust.” IendI
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SERMON
The Parables Of Jesus – The Mustard Seed
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Matthew 13:31-32; Matthew 17:20; Daniel 2:35b,44; Acts 21:20; Romans 14:17; 1 Peter 1:23-25; Isaiah 55:10-11; Matthew 6:33; John 3:3-5

INTRODUCTION – (1) Lessons From The Parables  (2) The Parables And The Kingdom  (3) Appreciating The Parables

I.    The Mustard Seed
	A.		The Plant Itself
	B.		Proverbs In The Parables
II.	The Meaning Of The Parable
	A.		The Small Beginning
	B.		The Tremendous Growth
	C.		The Benefit Of Growth
III.	The Growth Of The Kingdom
	A.		“Mathematical Possibility”
	B.		“Spiritual Possibility”
	C.		What Is Needed

CONCLUSION – (1) The Kingdom And It’s Poten-tial  (2) What Are The Lessons?  [A] Encourage-ment  [B] A Reminder

INVITATION

WEDNESDAY @ 4PM
Series On Prayer – Part 11

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.                               – Hebrews 11:1

ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
652 – My Country, ‘Tis Of Thee
651 – America The Beautiful
· Minister’s Prayer
178 – By Christ Redeemed
· Lord’s Supper
253 – Onward Christian Soldiers
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
242 – Soldiers Of Christ Arise
· Final Announcements
389 – Take The Name Of Jesus With You
· Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love
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WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Following entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
JULY 5
· Lassen, Peter [Friend of Gene Vierling] – He’s been diagnosed with cancer and is now at MD Anderson in Houston for a new kind of treatment rather than the normal chemo. [NEW] 
· Neugent, Rick Family [Grandfather of a friend of the Watkins’] He recently passed into eternity. [NEW] 
· Nicholson, Brad Family [Deborah Newman’s sister’s husband] – He passed into eternity recently. [NEW] 
· Sparks, Janice [Tom Woodard’s daughter] – She’s lost some weight so her recent blood work came back much better, Praise To GOD! [NEW] 
· Slaughter, Mary [Melanie McMeans’ sister] – Her Tuesday June 30 surgery to remove a 5”x7” mass went well and she’s doing well herself, Praise To GOD! The mass is being sent for testing. [NEW] 
· Sparks, Tim [Tom Woodard’s son-in-law] – He’s now at home still doing well, Praise To GOD! [NEW] 
· Strunk, Billy – Since his insurance company declined paying for a cancer treatment his doctor insists he needs, we’re praying some financial comes through to help him pay (currently) about $7,000 for meds and tests. [NEW] 
JUNE 28
· Capshaw, Mike (Poppy) [Smoots’ granddaughter-in-law, Emily Smoot’s, grandfather] – He’s in the hospital, not doing well. Emily’s grandmother (Nani) is also not doing well as she concentrates more on Poppy than herself. [01] 
· Coughran, Rick [Betty Smith’s friend] – He suffered a detached retina and went through two surgeries. Unfortunately, neither was successful so he’s lost the sight in that eye. [01] 
· Gardner, Laura – Praise To GOD! her cataract surgery Thursday, June 25 went well. [01] 
· Moore, Perry [Melanie McMeans’ brother] – After his stroke, he’s now able to walk some without a cane and can also move his left arm some. [01] 
· Perkins, Sarah Family [Sister of Tom Woodard’s aunt] – She passed into eternity recently. [01] 
· Spicer, Ronda – Her second cataract surgery on Thursday, June 18 went well. Praise To GOD! for His manifold blessings. [01] 
· Villereal, Pam [Melanie McMeans’ sister] – Out of the blue, passed out and fell. After tests, she’s been diagnosed with epilepsy. [01] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically Be Removed At The 26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This Ongoing   List   And   You   Believe   They Should Go Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.

[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998]Alsup, Dylan [10]   Anderson, Dale [07]  Bailey, Linzi [03]  Balderrama, Matthew [08]  Barber, Kathy Family [05]  Beauchemin, Marvale [07]  Bippert, Cheryl [10]  Brown, Colton Family [19]  Busse, Duane [08]  Cashion, Corena [07]  Cashion, Mark [05]   Cook, Karen [10]  Coombs,  Derek [18]  Dolbeare, Robert [11]  Drake, Paul & Lynn [10]  Dubose, Belinda Family [05]  Dwyer, Meagan [15]  Dygert, Harold Family [17]  Flatequal, Pam [12]  Guzman, Emily Family [16]  Jackson, April [09]  Johnson, Bill Family [02]  Keese, Bob & Katheryn [10]  Last-Name-Unknown, Irene [13]  McMeans, Melan-ie [14]  McMeans,   Wendell [21]  Melendy Family [08]  Moore,   Jennifer [20]   Moore,  Michael  &  Michelle [12]    Moore, Sherry [08]   Morgan, Mitzy Family [13]  Morris, Barry [10]  Mr. Lowe [23]  Ott, Ronnie [08]  Pillows, Darlene [10]  Potter, Edna Family [06]   Price, Jennifer [22]  Ranne, Ruth Family [07]  Renninger, Ruane [03]  Roeder, Gary [07]  Schilling, Ina [23]  Sims, Linda [20]  Smith, Betty [09]  Smolder, Tom [02]  Smoot, Bailey [20]  Smoot, Beth [14]  Smoot, Cody & Emily [24]  Smoot, Deborah [05]   Smoot, Max [17]  Smoot, Randy [02]  Sparks, Lane & Ashley [19]  Stepanovich Family [12]  Strickland, Greg [06]  Vierling, Carol [02]  Vierling, Gene [15]  Villereal, Douglas Family [15]  Watkins, Betsy [03]  Watkins, Mitchell [03]  White, Linda [18]  Woodard, June [08] 


LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL & GLOBAL CONCERNS
· May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,  MERCY, And RIGHTEOUSNESS Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
· People In The U.S.A. And Around The World Who’ve Been Affected By Natural Disasters
· Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials, Military, First Responders & Teachers, Nourishing & Life-giving Rain
· Coronaviruses, Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses
· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings
· War, Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries

Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
SCRIPTURE
22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
[image: A pile of blue and white gift boxes

Description automatically generated]Viola Dzielzanowski				Jun 26	       Birthday
Colton Brown					Jul 6	       Birthday
Noah & Liberty Turner-Pickney		Jul 9	       Birthday
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Description automatically generated]Wendell & Melanie McMeans		Jul 20	       Anniversary
Pam Fintel					Jul 27	       Birthday
If Your Special Day Is July 27th Or Before And You Do Not
See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
[image: ]Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
[image: ]Every Thursday	Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Jul 12	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Much Closer Attention
Sun – Jul 19	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Conditional
Sun – Jul 26	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Born In Sin
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Jul 5	National 1Apple Turnover And 2Graham Cracker Days
Mon – Jul 6	National Fried Chicken Day
Tue –  Jul 7	World Chocolate Day & National 1Macaroni And 2Strawberry Sundae Days
Wed –  Jul 8	National 1Love Your Skin And 2Freezer Pop And 3Blueberry And 4Chocolate With Almond Days
Thu –  Jul 9	National 1Sugar Cookie And 2Don’t Put All Your Eggs In One Omelet Days
Fri –  Jul 10	National 1French Fry And 2Kitten Days & Take Your Teddy Bear On A Picnic Day
Sat –  Jul 11	National 1Blueberry Muffin And 2Rainier Cherry Days
Sun – Jul 12	National 1Pecan Pie And 2Eat Your Jello Days
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WANT TO BE
Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.
READ ALONG W/TOM
Sunday		7/5/2026	Micah 5
Monday		7/6/2026	Micah 6
Tuesday		7/7/2026	Micah 7
Wednesday	7/8/2026	Nahum 1
Thursday	7/9/2026	Nahum 2
Friday		7/10/2026	Nahum 3
Saturday	7/11/2026	Zephaniah 1
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Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
Daily Readings From Both The Old And New Testaments 
SUN	– Day 190 - Job 40-42; Act 15:22-41
MON	– Day 191 - Psa 1-3; Act 16:1-15
TUE	– Day 192 - Psa 4-6; Act 16:16-40
WED	– Day 193 - Psa 7-9; Act 17:1-15
THU	– Day 194 - Psa 10-12; Act 17:16-34
FRI	– Day 195 - Psa 13-16; Act 18
SAT	– Day 196 - Psa 17-18; Act 19:1-20
Job = Job  Act = Acts  Psa = Psalms
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MEMORIZE Scripture —
John 8:31-32 – 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
John 8:36 – 36 Therefore if the Son makes

you free, you shall be free indeed.
Galatians 5:1 – 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.
Galatians 5:13-14 – 13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
James 1:25 – 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
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