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You Are The Light Of  The World.  
— Matthew 5:14a (NAS) 

SK\VLFDO�DGGUHVV — ������0DLQ�6WUHHW��/\WOH��7;��������GR�127�XVH�IRU�PDLOLQJ� 
PDLOLQJ�DGGUHVV — 32�%R[������/\WOH��7;������ 
SKRQH  — ����-�����-����� 
HPDLO  — O\WOHFKXUFKRIFKULVW#\DKRR�FRP 
ZHEVLWH  — O\WOHFKXUFKRIFKULVW�RUJ 
IDFHERRN  —� IDFHERRN�FRP�/\WOH-&KXUFK-2I-&KULVW-��������������� 
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If  you’re searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; 
relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help; then we may be the place for you. 

&XUUHQW�6XQGD\�6FKHGXOH� 
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&XUUHQW�:HGQHVGD\�6FKHGXOH� 
����30—%LEOH�6WXG\ 

     Last week in part one we looked at verse nine of 1 Thessalonians where Paul speaks 
about idolatry and what idolatry means. In America, our idolatry seems to consist of 
being comfortable — of not inconveniencing ourselves in any manner and only caring 
about our wants and perceived needs. This week, we’ll look at verse ten. 
     I concluded last week’s article with the following: Serving God is the turning away 
from our desires and will and submitting to God’s will. So how do we make this 
change? What made the Thessalonians show true repentance and true conversion by 
receiving the word of God with joy in the midst of affliction and turning to God from 
idols? 
     Waiting For His Son (1:10 [ESV] – “. . . and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” ) — 
What                                                                                   [continued on page 3] 

Turning To God From Idols (Part 2) — by Mitchell Watkins 

The believer is appointed to be a lighthouse to others; a cheering lamp, a shining star, a loving guide.  



MATTHEW 8:18-22 
18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave 
orders to go over to the other side. 19 And a scribe came 
up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wher-
ever you go.” 20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 21 Another of the 
disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury 
my father.” 22 And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, 
and leave the dead to bury their own dead.” 
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Scripture Word Search Order Of Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

· Enter To Worship · 
Announcements  |  Scripture Reading  |  Prayer 

Song No. 99—Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Song No. 147—On The Cross Of Calvary 

· Lord’s Supper ·  
Song No. 187—In Heavenly Love Abiding  

Song No. 225—The Ninety & Nine 
 · Sermon · 

(SKHVLDQV 
Scripturesʌ 

(SKHVLDQV����-���5RPDQV���������&RULQWKLDQV������ 
+HEUHZV���������3HWHU������$FWV������-���$FWV����-�� 

$FWV�������$FWV�������5RPDQV������ 
Outline: 

,�  3XUSRVH�RI�(SKHVLDQV� 
  $�  5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ 
  %�  :KR�ZURWH�LW 
,,�  :KHQ�ZULWWHQ 
,,,�  $UHD�FLWLHV 
,9� 7LPHOLQH 
9�  6XPPDU\ 

Invitation Song No. 182—Savior, Like A Shepherd . . . 
· Final Announcements · 

Closing Song No. 48—The Lord’s My Shepherd 
· Offering & Closing Prayers · 

· Depart To Serve · 
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[continued from front] 
What is the perspective of the Thessalonians? 
What is the perspective that we are called to 
have? Paul says we are waiting for God’s resur-
rected Son from heaven who will rescue us 
from the rage and fury to come. They were 
looking for the return of Jesus. As Christians, 
we should view our present circumstances in 
the light of eternal promises. All people of 
faith throughout the ages have done this; let’s 
read about the faith of Moses: “By faith Moses, 
when he was grown up, 
refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter, choosing rather to be 
mistreated with the peo-
ple of God than to enjoy 
the fleeting pleasures of 
sin. He considered the 
reproach of Christ great-
er wealth than the treas-
ures of Egypt, for he was 
looking to the reward” (Hebrews 11:24–26 ESV). 
     Why did Moses renounce his privileges and 
choose to be mistreated with God’s people? Why 
did he not choose to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of 
sin? He was looking to the ultimate reward. He 
considered abuse for the sake of the people of God 
to be of greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt. 
How? Because he was looking to the reward; his 
eyes were turned upward. When others are looking 
around in confusion, we look up with anticipation. 
We turn from idols, from the vain things of this 
world, and from the fleeting pleasures of sin by 
desiring something better. This is the only way a 
change in our desires happens: we must desire 
something better. The psalmist said, “For a day in 

your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell 
in the tents of wickedness” (Psalm 84:10 ESV). 
     That is the change in our desires that has to 
occur. Joy in affliction, turning from our idols, and 
rejecting the pleasures of sin will only come when 
we look to eternity and see that it is better to be 
with God for just one day that it is for even a thou-
sand years anywhere else. We must cultivate the 
desire to want to wait for God’s Son. Unfortunate-
ly, we are not good at waiting: the microwave takes 
too long; waiting in line at a fast-food drive-through 

takes too long; waiting 
for the doctor takes too 
long (well, perhaps that 
does take too long). As 
human beings, we are 
not about waiting. There 
is not much that we are 
willing to wait for. But if 
we believe something is 
worth it, then we will 
wait. People will stand 
for hours in line to ride 

an amusement park ride, a ride which lasts about 
two minutes or less. We will wait for valuable 
things. A young woman will wait quite some time 
for a young man to propose to her. We do not like 
to wait but we will wait for things that are im-
portant and valuable to us. Christians are called to 
wait for Christ’s coming, for his arrival, for Him to 
come from heaven. We must wait for his coming 
even though we haven’t been promised that he 
would come soon with his second coming. All of 
God’s promises required waiting. Abraham had to 
wait for the fulfillment of the promises made to 
him, which were not fulfilled until long after he 
died. The same is true for Isaac and Jacob. Even 
the                                         [continued on page 6] 
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sister] — She passed into eternity Thursday, 
January 6th. 

· Charles & Betty Smith — General health & well-
ness. 

· Roger Smoot — He’s contracted covid. So far it 
seems to be a mild case. 

· Billie & Lea Strunk — He’s started PT at Sorrento 
rehab in San Antonio & is recuperating after his 
neck surgery. She’s taking care of Billie and hav-
ing to travel into San Antonio to do so. 

· Jenna McCormick [Watkins’ next door neighbor 
and renter] — Her tumor has shrunk with her 
continuing first round of chemo but she’s not 
out of the woods as she still has radiation and 
surgery to come.  

· Jim Street [Cris Street’s brother] — He was sched-
uled to have a tumor removed from the ball of 
his left foot on Tuesday, January 4th but surgery 
was cancelled due to him testing positive for 
covid, though he had no symptoms. His surgery 
will be rescheduled. 

· Betsy Watkins — She had her x-ray assisted shots 
for her back and hip on Monday, December 
27th. She feels like she’s having positive results 
but she’s still using a walker and continues to 
experience occasional pain. 

JANUARY 2ND 
· Give Praise To GOD: 

à Rebecca Bridgewater [Mitch Watkins’ sister] — 
She’s been healing well from her fall off her 
front porch where she tore her chest muscle 
away from the wall of her chest cavity — she’s 
still sore but everything seems to be doing fine. 

à Elizabeth & Christian Stepanovich [Tom 
Woodard’s granddaughter & grandson-in-law] 
had a little boy, Grayson Taylor, born Sunday, 

Most Current Printout Of On-Going Concerns Is 
 

January 2, 2022 
Pick Up A Copy Next To The Bulletins! 

CURRENT CONCERNS 
· The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE , 

COMPASSION  & GRACE 
· Natural Disasters In The U.S.A. And Around 

The World 
· Our Local, State & Federal Government, Mili-

tary, First Responders & Teachers 
· Nourishing & Life-giving Rain 
· Coronavirus 
· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings 
· Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries  
· Give Praise To GOD: 

à Wendell McMeans — He’s over his bout with 
covid and was even at church last Sunday! 

à Lori Orr — She was released from hospital and 
returned home to continue to convalesce. She 
had sepsis and DKA (Diabetic Ketoacidosis) 
due to her compromised immune system, 
which in turn was due to the chemo. 

à Deborah Smoot — She’s seems over her bout 
with covid and is feeling better. 

à Larry Bridgewater [Watkins’ brother-in-law] — 
His foot is doing much better and seems to be 
healing well. 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à Rozella Hawk Family — Rozella [Laura Gardner’s 

Lord, 
Hear Our 
PRAYER 
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December 26th. He weighed 9lbs, 4oz and was 
20.5” in length!  

à Kidnapped Missionaries In Haiti — The remain-
ing missionaries were able to escape the gang 
that held them captive and were able to make 
it to the coast where a U.S. Coast Guard air-
craft was able to bring them back to the states. 

DECEMBER 26TH 
· Give Praise To GOD: 

à Pam Flatequal  — She is no longer vehicle-less! 
She now has a new (to her) RAV4. 

à Harold Renninger — He’s been doing much bet-
ter and his skin has mostly returned from red 
to his normal hue. 

à Jeremy Watkins [Mitch Watkins’ cousin] — Both 
his recent surgeries (cornea replacement & 
urethral) went well and he’s doing fairly good. 

· Loved One(s) Lost: 
à Fred Bradley Family — Fred [Tom Woodard’s last 

living maternal uncle] — He passed into eterni-
ty early last Sunday morning. 

· Tristan Connor (Fintel’s Great Grandson) — He’s 
been diagnosed with asthma and now must carry 
an emergency inhaler with him. He’s also been 
diagnosed as being lactose intolerant so he’ll 
have to have his diet changed and monitored. 

DECEMBER 19TH 
· Give Praise To GOD: 

à Lisa Ragsdale [Deborah Smoot’s sister] — Her 
hernia surgery went well last Monday but she’s 
still in some pain. 

à Phil Murphy [Tom Woodard’s high school 
friend] — He is recovering well from his recent 
heart bypasses (He had 5). 

à Gary Roeder [Pam Flatequal’s brother-in-law] — 
He’s still recovering from his back surgery and 

heart attack and is out of the hospital staying 
with his son Landon. 

à Jimmy (J.D.) Smith [Tom Woodard’s friend] — 
He continues to slowly improve from his 
stroke. 

· Joel Pakino [Vierling’s daughter-in-law’s brother-
in-law] — He’s now at home and will have more 
tests to see if the cause of his osteoporosis can be 
determined. 

· All The Many Victims of the recent swarm of tor-
nados that tore through Arkansas, Missouri, Illi-
nois, Tennessee and Kentucky killing 100+ peo-
ple and injuring scores more. 

DECEMBER 12TH 
· Loved One(s) Lost: 

à Richard Cliett Family — Rick [Former member] — 
He passed into eternity sometime last Sunday 
morning. There will be a family only memorial 
service sometime in January 2022. Ginny Cli-
ett’s address: 103 Coldwater Creek, Boerne, 
TX 78006. 

DECEMBER 5TH 

· Baily Smoot [Smoots’ granddaughter] — She broke 
her tailbone while roller skating. 

· Chris Watkins [Mitch Watkins’ 1st cousin] — He 
was released Friday from a hospitalization result-
ing from a car accident where he was injured 
moderately. 

· Brandon & Veronica Saenz [Watkins’ brother-in-
law Larry Bridgewater’s best friend] — Both are 
cancer survivors of several years (his — throat & 
hers — breast). Unfortunately, their cancers have 
returned. 



     When we have the proper perspective of eterni-
ty, it changes how we live this life: we are willing to 
wait a long time and deal with a lot of suffering 
and afflictions when we remember that we are wait-
ing for Jesus to rescue us from eternal punishment 
and wrath. Our faith will be vindicated. Our en-
durance will be rewarded. When we wait with our 
eyes upward and await His arrival; when we turn 
from the idol(s) in our life so that we more a part 
of God’s true family then ever, we will more be 

able to enjoy the blessings 
that come from that rela-
tionship. 
     Finally, let’s notice that 
there are three actions that 
we see in the Thessalonian 
Christians because of their 
perspective on eternity: 
turn, serve, and wait. We 
too, must turn from the 
idols and vain things in 
this life, we too, must serve 
the true and living God, 
and we too, must wait for 
Jesus to come again. Turn, 

serve, and wait. Let’s keep these three things in our 
minds. Please consider what the idols are in your 
life. What controls your decisions? What controls 
your desires? What do you give your energy, efforts, 
and resources toward? Turn from those things so 
that God controls your decisions, desires, and re-
ceives your energy, efforts, and resources. Turn and 
serve the Lord so that you will be delivered from 
the wrath to come. Wait for his coming. The wait 
is worth it. He is coming. He will return and we 
have hope of true life if we will turn, serve, and 
wait. 
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[continued from page 3] 
the promises regarding the nation of Israel and the 
hope God gave to it were long outside the lifetimes 
of those who proclaimed those promises and those 
who heard those promises. 
     Approximately 2,000 years have passed by. 
Many have misinterpreted scriptures where the 
promise is about Jesus coming soon to refer to the 
end times. But that is not an accurate picture. The 
promise given is to wait. We wait for His return. 
This is our life perspective. 
Everything we do in this 
life is to be in anticipation 
of his arrival. We cannot 
allow time to shake our 
faith. God said that we 
would be waiting. We just 
know that God keeps his 
promises and Jesus will 
return someday. In the 
meantime, we wait. 
     Please notice why wait-
ing is worth it. Look at the 
end of verse 10. We wait 
for Jesus because He 
“delivers us from the wrath to come.” We should 
be more than willing to wait because he is coming 
to our rescue. We need to soak in this reality: there 
is a wrath to come. Our culture and most of the 
modern world has rejected the idea that there is a 
coming judgment. We do not accept it and we do 
not want to talk about it or think about it. But Paul 
speaks of this outcome with certainty. There is a 
wrath to come. Jesus is coming to rescue us from 
that coming wrath. This is why we renounce idols. 
This is why we reject the fleeting pleasures of sin. 
This is why receive the word of God with joy and 
serve God in the face of afflictions. All because we 
are delivered from the wrath to come. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Dan Orr January 11th Birthday 

Charles Smith January 17th Birthday 

Billy Strunk January 26th Birthday 

Jim Gardner January 30th Birthday 

If Your Special Day Is Between Today’s Date And 01/31/2022, And You Do Not See Your Name(s) Above, Please Let Mitch Know. 

Sundays 
12- ~1-1:30PM 

On every Sunday until further notice, after Worship we will enjoy a Bring 
Your Own Lunch Fellowship to appreciate each other in Christ’s love. 

Mondays 
1-3PM 

On every Monday until further notice, the ladies will be getting together for 
fellowship and to make blankets/quilts for the needy. 

TODAY Law Enforcement Appreciation Day 

Tue—Jan 11 National Milk Day & National Clean Off Your Desk Day 

Wed—Jan 12 National Marzipan Day 

Thu—Jan 13 
National Gluten-Free Day & Stephen Foster Memorial Day (First “Father” Of Ameri-
can Music) & Korean-American Day 

Sun—Jan 16 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — Jesus Is The Lord 

Wed—Jan 19 National Popcorn Day 

Wed—Sat 
Jan 19-22 

SIBI Vision Workshop — Preach The Word To Everyone — On The Campus Of 
Sunset International Bible Institute In Lubbock — Internet Registration Required @ 
$45 Per Individual or $250 Per Congregation (6 or More) [See Bulletin Board] 

*SEARCH Is Also On The Monday After It Originally Airs At: www.youtube.com/user/SearchTVMinistry 

Sun—Jan 30 Potluck Fellowship Lunch After Worship 

Sun—Jan 30 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — The First Gospel Sermon 

Sat—Jan 15 National Bagel Day & National Strawberry Ice Cream Day 

Mon—Jan 17 Martin Luther King Day & Civil Rights Day 

Sun—Jan 23 *IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY @ 7:30AM Channel 35 — Saying No To God 

Thu—Jan 20 National Cheese Lover’s Day 

Calendar Of Events 



God’s Plan�—�)RU�6DYLQJ�0DQ 
à God’s Grace — (SKHVLDQV����� 
à Christ’s Blood — 5RPDQV����� 
à The Spirit’s Gospel — 5RPDQV������ 
à Sinner’s Faith — $FWV������� 
à Sinner’s Repentance — /XNH������ 
à Sinner’s Confession — 5RPDQV������� 
à Sinner’s Baptism — ��3HWHU������ 
à Our Work — -DPHV������ 
à Our Hope — 5RPDQV������ 
à Our Endurance — 5HYHODWLRQ����� 

Becoming 3DUW�2I�7KH�/\WOH�)DPLO\ 
 
 
To be identified as part of our congregation (aka 
place membership) 
à Fill out the front and back of a Visitor’s Card 

with all your family information, making sure 
to check the box on front that says, tŝƐŚ�dŽ�
^ĞƌǀĞ�/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ 

à Place the card in the collection plate when it is 
passed during the Offering. 

Daily %LEOH�5HDGLQJ�— 

2OG�	�1HZ�7HVWDPHQWV�,Q�����—�2QH�3DVVDJH�2OG�	�
1HZ�(DFK�'D\ 

SUN *HQHVLV���-����0DWWKHZ�� 

MON *HQHVLV���-����0DWWKHZ����-�� 

TUE *HQHVLV���-����0DWWKHZ�����-�� 

WED *HQHVLV���-����0DWWKHZ�����-�� 

THU *HQHVLV���-����0DWWKHZ������-�� 

FRI *HQHVLV���-����0DWWKHZ��� 

SAT *HQHVLV���-����0DWWKHZ�����-�� 

— 8 — 

Interactive 'DLO\�%LEOH�5HDGLQJ�3ODQ 
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file 
go to: YLGHR�ZYEV�RUJ�VSRWOLJKW 

Memorize 6FULSWXUH�—� 
 

MATTHEW 12:1-8 
     1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields 
on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and 
began to pick some heads of grain and eat them. 2 
When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, 
“Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful 
on the Sabbath.” 
     3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David 
did when he and his companions were hungry? 4 
He entered the house of God, and he and his 
companions ate the consecrated bread—which was 
not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. 5 
Or haven’t you read in the Law that the priests on 
Sabbath duty in the temple desecrate the Sabbath 
and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you that something 
greater than the temple is here. 7 If you had known 
what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice,’ [Hosea 6:6] you would not have condemned 
the innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the 
Sabbath.” 


