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lytlechurchofchrist.org
lytlechurchofchrist@yahoo.com
facebook.com/Lytle-Church-Of-Christ-101136328215158
Are you searching for faith rather than simply religion; virtue rather than simply values; relationship rather than rule-keeping; divine help rather than self-help? We may be the place for you.

 

Bulletin of the CHURCH of CHRIST in Lytle, Texas
Sunday Schedule: 9:45AM – Bible Study | 10:45AM – Worship
12:00PM Fellowship Meal (4th or 5th Sundays)
Wednesday Schedule: 4PM – Bible Study
September 13, 2026
Volume MMXXVI  Number 38




ONE SPARK
     It doesn’t take much.
     A tiny spark from equipment, a hot piece of metal, or one moment of carelessness can ignite dry grass. When conditions are right, something almost too small to notice can become something far larger than anyone intended.
     Texans have received a dramatic reminder of that truth. The Ross Fire in North Texas became the largest summertime wildfire recorded in Texas since detailed statewide records began in 2005. By September 4, it had burned approximately 90,400 acres and destroyed 167 structures. Investigators determined that the fire was human-caused, although they could not identify the precise source. 
     Texas A&M Forest Service says wildfire potential remains high this September as dry conditions continue in much of the state. One of their warnings is remarkably simple: even a small spark can quickly become a wildfire when conditions are right. 
     James could have said the same thing nearly two thousand years ago: “See how great a forest a little fire kindles! And the tongue is a fire…” (James 3:5–6).
     But James wasn't talking about grasslands and forests. He was talking about words. One sentence. One angry reply. One juicy piece  of  gossip.  One  sarcastic  remark  made  at  someone  else’s 
[continued on page 3]

[continued from front]
expense. One accusation repeated before we know whether it is true. One post or comment made in irritation. And sudden-ly, there's a fire.
     The frightening thing about a wildfire is that the spark which begins it may be tiny compared with the territory eventually burned. Our words can work the same way. Something said in thirty seconds or less can damage a friendship that’s been cultivated and nurtured over a thirty years period. Gossip whispered to one person may travel through an entire family, workplace or church. A cruel remark can remain in someone's memory long after the person who said it has forgotten it entirely.
And once those words have left us, calling them back can be as impossible as chasing sparks carried away by the wind.
     That is why Scripture treats our speech so seriously: “A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends” (Proverbs 16:28). But there is another side to this.
     Fire can destroy – but our words don't have to. Paul gives us a different way to use them: “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers” (Ephesians 4:29). Imagine that: words that impart grace. A sincere thank you. An overdue I'm sorry. A quiet I'm praying for you. A word spoken in someone's defense when others are tearing them down. An encouraging phone call to someone who is struggling. A gentle answer when an angry answer would have been easier.
[continued on page 6]

[continued from page 3]
     Proverbs 18:21 tells us, “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.” We get to decide which one our words will carry. Perhaps that's something worth remembering before we speak this week – especially when we're angry, frustrated or tempted to pass along something we've heard.
     Before releasing that next sentence, ask: 

Is it true? Is it necessary? Will it build up – or burn down?
     Texas firefighters know that preventing one spark is far easier than fighting thousands of acres of fire afterward.
     There is wisdom in that for the rest of us, too. Because sometimes a great fire begins with only one spark. And sometimes preventing one begins by simply keeping our mouths closed. IendI
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SERMON
From Maniac To Messenger
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Mark 5:1-20; Ephesians 2:2-3; James 2:19; Job 9:33; 2 Peter 3:9; John 14:27; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15. Haggai 2:19; James 2:18

INTRODUCTION – (1) Jacob’s Beginning • (2) Jacob’s Turning Point • (3) A Man With No Ambition In Life  • (4) Jesus Intervened

I.	THE MAN'S CONDITION
	A.		His Home
	B.		His Helplessness
	C.		His Hopelessness
	D.		His Helper
II.	THE MAN'S CONVERSION
	A.		It Was Divine
	B.		It Was Dramatic
	C.		It Was Definite
III.	THE MAN'S COMMISSION
	A.		The Man's Wish
	B.		The Master's Will
	C.		The Man's Work

CONCLUSION – (1) The Wife’s Bible Story • (2) The Husband’s Bible Story • (3) The Difference Jesus Makes • (4) The Story Of Jesus

INVITATION
WEDNESDAY @  4PM
Study – The Minor Prophets – Hosea


ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
Not In Book – 10,000 Reasons
358 – Oh, To Be Like Thee
159 – I Gave My Life For Thee
· Lord’s Supper
Not In Book – Day By Day
326 – Leaning On The Everlasting Arms
· Minister’s Prayer
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
352 – Give Me Thy Heart
· Final Announcements
Song 58 – A Wonderful Savior
· Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love


WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
SEPTEMBER 13
· Feeling Under The Weather – Melanie McMeans & Deborah Smoot. [NEW] 
· Alderman & Spicer & Extended Families – Kelly Alderman (Ronda Spicer’s sister-in-law) passed into eternity Tuesday, September 8. [NEW] 
· Dzielzanowski, Cecilia – She sprained her ankle and has been on crutches. [NEW] 
· French, Missae – Praise To GOD! it was good to see her at worship past Sunday. She’s not 100% but is doing better and her son Walter is hopefully making sure she’s getting the nutrition she needs. [NEW] 
· Gardner, Laura – Praise To GOD! it was good to see her at worship this past Sunday. She’s not 100% but she’s feeling better than she was! [NEW] 
· Lamarche, Ashley [Sarah Turner’s cousin] – She’s been diagnosed with stage 2 breast cancer. [NEW] 
· Smith, Betty – Praise To GOD! it was good to see her at worship past Sunday. She’s not 100% but she’s feeling better though still on antibiotics. [NEW] 
· Sparks, Tim [Tom Woodard’s son-in-law] – His doctors have started him on a daily regimen of nitroglycerin. It is hoped it will not interfere with is Lisinopril (blood pressure medicine).  [NEW] 
· Strunk, Billie – He was having trouble breathing so was admitted to St. Luke’s Baptist, Room 492-B [NEW] 
· Vierling, Carlene – Praise To GOD! it was good to see her at worship this past Sunday. She’s not 100% but she’s feeling better than she was! [NEW] 
SEPTEMBER 6
· Geehan, Tom [Father of Smoots’ son-in-law, Kieran] – He’s back home from the hospital on heavy antibiotics for the infection doctors found. His severe reflux still hasn’t been addressed (the reason he went to the hospital in the first place) however.  [01] 
· Neal, Jean [Friend Of Congregation] – She’s lost four family members since April this year – her husband, Larry; a sister; a cousin and most recently her brother this past Wednesday or Thursday, August 26 or 27. 01] 
· Self, Jerry [Tom Woodard’s long-time friend from Tupelo, MS] – He’s now at home and though his multiple health issues remain, he’s trying to behave better in order to manage those issues.  [01] 
· Williams, Alfred [Friendship Art Club member] – Part of his mobile home’s roof was blown off during a storm the week of August 23-29. [01] 
AUGUST 23
· Flores, Oliver [Pam Flatequal’s friend] – The left side of her face hurts very badly (headache/migraine). She’s seeing a “Head” doctor. [03] 
· Roeder, Gail [Pam Flatequal’s sister] – She’s not been doing especially well particularly in light of not being compliant with her doctors’ wishes specifically not using oxygen as she should. [03] 
· Smoot, Randy [Roger Smoot’s brother] – He suffered a mild stroke Thursday, August 20. It affects the left side of his body which already suffers from Parkinson’s. He was to be in the Jourdanton Hospital for several days. [03] 
AUGUST 16
· Huerta, Christy [Melanie McMeans’ niece (daughter of Melanie’s brother Perry Moore) – She’s already gone back to work after open heart surgery so everything, Praise To GOD! has been going well! [04] 
· Moore, Perry [Melanie McMeans’ brother] – He’s undergoing PT twice a week after suffering a stroke and is doing as well as can be expected. [04] 
· Moore, Sherry [Melanie McMeans’ sister-in-law] – She is not doing well: chemo-therapy has not been effective and she is now taking morphine and wearing a Fentanyl patch as well as being under hospice care. [04] 
· Sparks, Lane & Ashley [Tom Woodard’s grandson and grand daughter-in-law] – Congratulations and Praise To GOD! to both on the birth of their son by caesarean at 7:34AM on August 4, Liam Daniel, 8lb 1oz (sorry, no info on length). [04] 
· Strunk, Billy The shot to treat his prostate cancer was finally approved by his insurance company. He’ll receive one shot every six months for (currently) an unknown number of times. His daughter
[continued on page 6]
[continued from page 5]
took him to be with his children in Arkansas where he’ll probably stay at least a couple of weeks. [04] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically  Be  Removed  At  The  26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This 
Ongoing List And You’d Like Them Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.
Bailey, Linzi [12]  Balderrama, Matthew [17] 
[continued on page 8]

[continued from page 6]
Barber, Kathy Family [14]  Beauchemin, Marvale [16]  Bippert, Cheryl [19]  Burris, 
[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998] Joyce [05]  Busse, Duane [17]  Capshaw, Mike (Poppy) [10]  Cashion, Corena [16]  Cashion, Mark [12]   Cook, Karen [19]   Coughran, Rick [10]  Cruz, Marta [07]  Dolbeare, Robert [20]  Dubose, Belinda  Family [14]    Dwyer, Meagan  [24]    Gardner, Garret [16]  Gardner, Laura [10]  Gardner, Sterling & Christian & Theo [05]  Garrett, Ann [05]  Jackson, April [18]  Keese, Bob & Katheryn [19]  Lassen, Peter [06]  Melendy Family [17]  Morgan, Mitzy Family [22]  Neugent, Rick Family [09]  Nicholson, Brad Family [09]  Ott, Ronnie [17]  Pillows, Darlene [19]  Potter, Edna Family [15]  Pratt, Taeko [09]  Ranne, Ruth Family [16]  Renninger, Ruane [12]  Roeder, Gary [16]  Smith, Betty [18]  Smoot, Beth [23]  Smoot, Deborah [24]   Smoot, Max [26]  Sparks, Janice [09]  Spence, Angela [09]   Spicer, Ronda [10]  Strickland, Greg [14]  Vierling, Carol [11]  Vierling, Gene [24]  Villereal, Pam [11]  Watkins, Betsy [12]  Watkins, Mitchell [12] 










May The Will Of GOD, The   FATHER   Of   Love,
Hope,  Compassion,  Grace,
 Mercy  And  Righteousness  Be
 Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
CONCERNS:
LOCAL  STATE
NATIONAL  GLOBAL 
· People Affected By Natural Disasters In The U.S.A. And Around The World  Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials & Civil Servants  Our Military & Reservists  Our First Responders  Our Doctors & Nurses & Support Staff   Our Teachers  Nourishing Rain  The Fight Against Coronaviruses & Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses  Civil Unrest & Racial Strife  Mass Shootings  War  Unrest  Lack Of Peace In America & Other Countries

   Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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THANK YOU TO 
LAURA
GARDNER!
For All The Fall Floral Arrangements Throughout The Building!


SCRIPTURE WORD SEARCH
JAMES 3:3-5
3 Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they will obey us, we direct their entire body as well. 4 Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot desires. 5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!
V P G U L A N N F Q T J B R E
Y B I L F R O D O G A S O E R
D R E L E M I I R C E T A V I
O W A D O A T R E H R I S E F
B M D U D T A E S G G L T R E
E U T S I Z N C T U I L S E N
R H O H R H I T H O N S L H T
S A N I E O L Q I H E T L W I
W V G P C R C P N T V R A S R
I A U S T S N T G B I O M L E
N E E E E E I A S I R N S O J
D O Q T D S P A R T D G K O A
S Y E B O S E R I S E D A K A
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 ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
Ruane Renninger | Serenity Turner	        Sep 5	Birthday | Birthday
[image: A pile of blue and white gift boxes

Description automatically generated]Roger Smoot	        Sep 8	Birthday
Joey Dzielzanowski	        Sep 15	Birthday
[image: A group of white boxes with green bows
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Description automatically generated]Sarah Turner	        Sep 16	Birthday
Ronda Spicer	        Sep 19	Birthday
Jim & Laura Gardner | Ryder Dzielzanowski   Oct 10	Anniversary | Birthday
Deborah Smoot	        Oct 11	Birthday	
If Your Special Day Is October 11th Or Before And You Do Not
[image: ][image: ]See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 
EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ][image: ][image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Thursday	          Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Sep 20	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Walking By Faith
Sun – Sep 27	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Being Forgiven
Sun – Oct 4	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – TBA
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Sep 13	Uncle Sam Day & International Chocolate Day & National 1Hug Your Boss And 2Peanut Days THE LYTLE LIGHT                                                                                                                       PAGE 7


Mon – Sep 14	National 1Cream Filled Donut And 2Eat A Hogie Days
Tue – Sep 15	National 1Cheese Toast And 2Double Cheeseburger Days
Wed – Sep 16	Mayflower Day & National 1Cinnamon Raisin Bread Days
Thu – Sep 17	Constitution & Citizenship Day & National Apple Dumpling Day
Fri – Sep 18	National POW/MIA Recognition Day & USAF’s 79th Birthday
Sat – Sep 19	National Butterscotch Pudding Day
Sun – Sep 20	National 1Fried Rice And 2Queso And 3String Cheese Days  
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INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
SU – Day 260 - Ecc 1-3; 2 Cor 9
MO – Day 261 - Ecc 4-6; 2 Cor 10
TU – Day 262 - Ecc 7-9; 2 Cor 11:1-15
WE – Day 263 - Ecc 10-12; 2 Cor 11:16-33
TH – Day 264 - SoS 1-3; 2 Cor 12
FR – Day 265 - SoS 4-5; 2 Cor 13
SA – Day 266 - SoS 6-8; Gal 1
Ecc = Ecclesiastes  Cor = Corinthians
SoS = Song Of Solomon

READ ALONG W/TOM
Monday	9/14/2026	1 Corinthians 14
Tuesday	9/15/2026	1 Corinthians 15
Wednesday	9/16/2026	1 Corinthians 16
Thursday	9/17/2026	2 Corinthians 1
Friday	9/18/2026	2 Corinthians 2
Saturday	9/19/2026	2 Corinthians 3
Sunday	9/20/2026	2 Corinthians 4

WANT TO BE
Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.
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