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LEARNING TO PRAY AS JESUS TAUGHT
     When the disciples watched Jesus pray, something had to have stirred within them. We don’t know what they were taught as kids or what their prayer life was like when they first met with Jesus but we should remember they didn’t ask, “Teach us what to pray,” but “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). They must have seen the depth, peace, and power of Jesus’ prayer life — and they wanted it too. Jesus responded with a pattern, a posture, and a promise. As we look at His teaching from Luke 11:1–13, along with the Psalms and elsewhere in the New Testament, we are able to discover practical ways we may use to improve our prayer life.
     First, we should pray with a God‑Centered Focus along with making those prayers personal. Jesus told His followers, “Father, hallowed be Your name” (Luke 11:2) so, prayer begins not with our needs but with God’s greatness. The Psalms model this again and again: “Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised” (Psalm 145:3) and “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). When we start prayer by honoring God’s character – His holiness, mercy, power, and faithfulness – our hearts settle into the right posture. Prayer becomes  worship  before  it  becomes  petition  –  before  we 
[continued on page 3]
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begin a running checklist of our wants and desires – we praise God for His immutable power, His immanence and transcendence (simultaneously complete-ly removed from creation (above it) and intimately involved within it). The more time we spend reflecting upon God, the better our prayers will be.
     But allow me to make another observation: Jesus started His prayer example by saying, “Father.” Yes, we’re addressing God who is our Creator, Sustainer, and Lord, but prayer is a highly personal and intimate activity where God’s children can address Him as Father. What this means is that when we pray, we shouldn’t forget that we are talking to our Father –
He who loves us, wants to hear from us, wants to help us, and who knows what is best for us.
     So, begin each prayer by naming one attribute of God you’re grateful for today: His mercy, grace, justice, righteousness, holiness, faithfulness, goodness, wisdom, etc. This conveys both a recognition of God’s greatness and is personal, just as if we were talking with our biological father.
     Next, we should pray for God’s will before our own. In verse two, Jesus said, “Your kingdom come.” Jesus teaches us to desire God’s reign in our lives more than our own plans. That means we’re to pray with a longing for the coming of the kingdom of Christ and God’s reign through His church – which echoes Jesus’ own prayer in Gethsemane: “Not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42).
We’re to pray that our desires match God’s will. As Jesus prayed for God’s kingdom, and as we’re His earthly kingdom it’s more than alright to pray for our own congregation – to spend time praying specifically for the local church, devoting at least some of our time through-out each week to pray for our congregation’s works, our community, our min-isters, our teachers, our sick 
and needy, our families and individual members.
     Third, we should pray daily and dependently for God to “Give us each day our daily bread” (Luke 11:3). The word “bread” denotes the necessary provisions of life, and the fact that it is to be prayed “daily” suggests God’s continual care for righteousness to be sought after every day. God certainly fills our lives each day with provisions of His grace and mercy. Our prayer lives will be stren                       [continued on page 6]
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strengthened if we become more mindful of our blessings and the One who blesses. Jesus invites us to ask for what we need – not anxiously, but dependently. When we count our blessings, this allows us to pray as Paul echoes in Philippians – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,  by  prayer  and  supplication
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” (Phi-lippians 4:6). Daily prayer keeps us groun-ded in God’s provision rather than our own self‑reliance so let us be specific in our prayers 
and bring one need to God at least once each day whether it be physical, emotional, or spiritual.
     Fourth, we should pray honestly and repentantly with a sense of need. Jesus taught His followers to pray that God would “forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation” (v.4). Strong prayers are born out of a sense of need. True prayer is always offered knowing how weak we are and how much we need the power of God. Your prayer life will be strengthened the more in tune you become to your own needs, weaknesses, and personal struggles. Healthy prayer also includes confession. God already knows our struggles, but He invites us to bring them into the light. David prayed, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 4 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psalm  139:23-24). One thing we should all remember about confession  –  it isn’t
about shame – it’s ab-out freedom, cleansing and restored fellow-ship. Practice each day with a brief moment of reflection and confess-ion. In this verse, we’re also told to pray that we are  not  led  into  temp-
tation.   God  knows  our  weaknesses and teaches us to ask for spiritual protection. The Psalms echo this plea: “Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins” (Psalm 19:13). Let us also remember that prayer means praying before the battle, not after we’ve fallen – we should ask God for strength each morning for at least one area where we know we’re vulnerable.
     Finally, we should pray boldly and persistently as taught by Jesus’ parable of the midnight visitor (Luke 11:5-8). Then in verse nine He uses three powerful verbs: “Ask… seek… knock.” This is not about nagging God – it’s about trusting Him                       [continued on page 8]
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Him enough to keep coming back. Jesus assures us in verse 13, “Your Father in heaven will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.” It is persistent prayer that shapes our hearts, strengthens our faith, and aligns us with God’s timing.
     In the final analysis, prayer is not a performance – it’s a relationship. Jesus teaches us to pray with reverence, honesty, dependence, and persistence. As we grow in these practices, we discover what the disciples saw – prayer changes us because that’s where God meets us. IENDI
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SERMON
Series: “The Parables Of Jesus” – The Sower Went Forth to Sow
SERMON SCRIPTURES – Matthew 13:3-9,18-23; Acts 8:12; 28:30-31; 2 Corin-thians 4:3-4; Luke 12:29-32; Acts 17:11; Galatians 5:22-23; John 15:1-6; Romans 10:17

INTRODUCTION – (1) Jesus Not Always Received Well  (2) The audiences Were Often “Hard Of Hearing”  (3) Jesus Spoke In Parables  (4) The Parable Of The Sower Well Known
I.	Explanation Of The Parable
A. “The Sower”  B. “The Seed”  C. “The Wayside”  D. “The Stony Places”  E. “Am-ong The Thorns”  F. “The Good Ground”
II.	Application Of The Parable
A.  Are You Like “The Wayside”?  B. Are You Like “The Stony Places”?  C. Are You Like “The Thorny Soil”?  D. Are You Like “The Good Soil”?
CONCLUSION – (1) “He Who Has Ears To Hear, Let Him Hear!”  (2) Not All Who Hear Listen!  (3) Faith Comes From God’s Word  (4) When He Calls, Will You Hear?

INVITATION
WEDNESDAY @ 5PM
Series On Prayer – Part 6
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
· Enter To Worship
· Announcements
· Scripture Reading
· Opening Prayer
276 – Higher Ground
Not In Book – As The Deer
· Minister’s Prayer
454 – Jesus, Meek & Gentle
58 – A Wonderful Savior
Not In Book – Come Share The Lord
Lord’s Supper
· Sermon — Outline Starts Below
140 – I Hear The Savior Say
· Final Announcements
358 – O To Be Like Thee
· Closing Prayer
· Depart To Serve In Peace & Love
WELCOME VISITOR!
Welcome Our Worship Service!  Please Stay A Bit After Services So We May Become Better Acquainted!  Also, Please Join Us For Our Bi-Monthly Fellowship Meal After Worship Services, See Events & Stuff Page  Please Be Sure To Pick Up A Visitor Pamphlet From The Table Under The Mirror In The Front Hall.  And Please Fill Out A Visitor Card From The Back Of The Pew In Front Of You And Place It In The Collection Plate Located On The Table In The Back Of The Audi-torium So That We May Have A Record Of Your Visit With Us Today.  Thanks!
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CURRENT CONCERNS
All Following entries Are By Date Order And Are Alphabetical By Last Name. A Superscripted  Number In  Brackets, I.E., [1], At The End Of An Entry Denotes How Many Weeks The Entry Has Been In The  Bulletin.
JUNE 7
· Praise To GOD! for Janice & Tim Sparks’ safe return from the 25th wedding anniversary cruise [NEW] 
· Strunk, Billy – His doctors have put him on yet some more new medication(s) and they seem to be helping. He’s scheduled for a scan on Wednesday, June 17. [NEW] 
MAY 31
· Bailey, Linzi [Ronda Spicer’s niece] – She’s scheduled for surgery to have her 

tumor removed on Tuesday, June 9th [01] 
· Barber, Kathy [Natalia Congregation Member] – She recently passed into eternity. [01] 
· Cashion, Mark [Dana Cashion’s brother] – He’s had a miserable 2026 thus far – He broke his ankle and had hardware implanted, he was bitten by a brown recluse spider which got infected and traveled to the ankle hardware, he had the recently installed hardware removed and new implanted. Doctors have been trying to get the infection under control. In the meantime, he fell off his scooter and hurt his shoulder but can’t have that fixed until that infection is controlled. [01]  
· Dubose, Belinda Family [Lytle Art Club Member] – She recently passed into eternity. [01] 
· Spicer, Ronda – She’s scheduled for cataract surgery Thursday, June 4 and again Thursday, June 18. [01]
· Watkins, Elizabeth & Mitch – Various  Health Issues. [01]
MAY 24
· Potter, Edna Family [Friend of the Watkins’] – Edna passed into eternity, Tuesday, May 19. She would have been 98 on June 2. [02] 
· Smoot, Deborah – Praise To GOD! She saw her gastroenterologist and received a good report. She also had a very thorough consultation with cardio-therapy before she begins therapy Wednesday,   May  27.  Earlier,   she  had
stints implanted in her heart. Also, still be in prayer about her severe osteo-porosis. [02] 
· Strickland, Greg [Janice Sparks’ friend] – He’s been diagnosed with frontal lobe dementia. His wife Holly is retiring from school so they can have more time together. [02] 
ONGOING CONCERNS
All    Ongoing    Concern(s)    Below    Will
Remain For 25 Weeks.  Removal Can Be Requested Earlier But Concern(s) Will Automatically Be Removed At The 26TH Week. If Someone Is Moved Off This Ongoing   List   And   You   Believe   They Should Go Back On The Detailed List Above, Please Let Mitch Know.
[bookmark: _Hlk197093334][bookmark: _Hlk195088220][bookmark: _Hlk195088206][bookmark: _Hlk210217998]Alderman, Roy [23]  Alsup, Dylan [06]   Anderson, Dale [03]  Balderrama, Matthew [04]  Beauchemin, Marvale [03]  Bippert, Cheryl [06]  Bradley Family [20]  Bridgewater, Larry [21]  Brown, Colton family [15]  Brown,  Diane  Family [24]  Busse, Duane [04]  Cashion, Corena [03]  Cook, Karen [06]  Coombs,  Derek [14]  Dolbeare, Robert [07]  Drake, Paul & Lynn [06]  Duncan, Roberta [21]  Dwyer, Meagan [11]  Dygert, Harold Family [13]  Fintel, Rick [22]  Flatequal Family [21]  Flatequal, Pam [08]  Flores, Carlos [21]  Gonzalez, Joel [24]  Guzman, Emily Family [12]  Jackson, April [05]  Keese, Bob & Katheryn [06]  Last-Name-Unknown, Irene [09]  Lester, Bob [24]  McMeans, Melanie [10]  McMeans,   Wendell [17]  Melendy Family [04  Moore,   Jennifer [16]  Moore, Michael & Michelle [08]  Moore, Perry [14]  Moore, Sherry [04]   Morgan, Mitzy Family [09]  Morris, Barry [06]  Mr. Lowe [19]  Ott, Ronnie [04]  Persat, Diana [24]  Pillows, Darlene [06]  Price, Jennifer [18]  Ranne, Ruth Family [03]  Renninger, Ruane’s grand-daughter-in-law [18]  Roeder, Gary [03]  Schilling, Ina [19]  Sims, Linda [16]  Smith, Betty [05]  Smith, Jimmie (JD) [23]  Smoot, Bailey [16]  Smoot, Beth [10]  Smoot, Cody & Emily [20]  Smoot, Max [13]  Smoot, Tiffany [22]  Sparks, Lane & Ashley [15]  Stepanovich Family [08]  Street, Cris [21]  Vierling, Gene [11]  Vierling, Scott [23]  Villereal, Douglas Family [11]  Walker, Tony Family [23]  Weisel, Michelle [19]  White, Linda [14]  Woodard, June [04] 


SUNNY GLEN PANTRY REQUESTS
See Bulletin Board In Front Hallway For Items Being Requested.
LOCAL, STATE, NATIONAL & GLOBAL CONCERNS
· May The Will Of GOD, The FATHER Of LOVE, HOPE, COMPASSION, GRACE,  MERCY, And RIGHTEOUSNESS Be Done On Earth As It Is In Heaven!
· People In The U.S.A. And Around The World Who’ve Been Affected By Natural Disasters
· Our Local, State & Federal Government Officials, Military, First Responders & Teachers, Nourishing & Life-giving Rain
· Coronaviruses, Flues & Other Deadly Sicknesses
· Civil Unrest, Racial Strife & Mass Shootings
· War, Unrest & Lack Of Peace In Other Countries

Father, Please Hear Our Prayer
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ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 
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Description automatically generated]Hunter Kruger (Dzielzanowski)		May 29		Birthday
Gene Vierling 					May 31		Birthday
Rick & Pam Fintel				Jun 1		Anniversary
Tom & Pat Woodard				Jun 10		Anniversary
Gaylia Dzielzanowski				Jun 20		Birthday
If Your Special Day Is Jun 20th Or Before And You Do Not
See Your Name(s) Above Or If Something Is Incorrect, Please Let Mitch Know
 EVENTS & OTHER STUFF
[image: ]----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff ----- Church Stuff -----
4th Or 5th ~Every	Table Fellowship Potluck Lunch
[image: ]Other Sunday	Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Thursday	Sewing Sisters Approximately 12PM – 2PM
Every Tuesday	Lytle Friendship Art Club 9:30AM
Every 3RD Mon	VFW Auxiliary – Fellowship Room At 6:30PM
Sun – Jun 7	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Do You Know Jesus?
Sun – Jun 14	In Search Of The Lord’s Way – Presumption
Tue – Jun 16	Sunny Glen Pickup – See Front Hall Bulletin Board For Items Needed
--- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff --- Non-Church Stuff ---
Sun – Jun 7	National Cancer Survivors Day & 1National Headache Awareness And 2Chocolate Ice Cream
Mon – Jun 8	World Brain Tumor Awareness Day & National Little League
Tue –  Jun 9	Donald Duck’s 92nd Birthday & National 1Mitchell And 2Straw-berry Rhubarb Pie And 3Men’s Health Days
Wed –  Jun 10	National 1Egg Roll And 2Herbs & Spices & 3Iced Tea Days
Thu –  Jun 11	National 1Corn On The Cob And 2German Chocolate Cake Days 
Fri –  Jun 12	Raggedy Ann & Andy Day (She’ll Be 111 Today And He Will Be 106 on August 24) & Superman’s 88th Birthday
Sat –  Jun 13	World Softball Day & Random Acts Of Light (Leukemia Aware-ness) & National Sewing Machine Day
Sun – Jun 14	Army’s 251st Birthday & Flag Day & Strawberry Shortcake Day
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Part Of This Local Family Of Christ Jesus?
To be identified with our Congregation (aka “place membership”): Please fill out a Visitor’s Card, making sure to check the box on front that says, “Wish To Serve In This Congregation.” Please place the completed card in the collection plate on the table in the back of the auditorium.
READ ALONG W/TOM
Sunday		6/7/2026	Hosea 7	
Monday		6/8/2026	Hosea 8
Tuesday		6/9/2026	Hosea 9
Wednesday	6/10/2026	Hosea 10
Thursday	6/11/2026	Hosea 11
Friday		6/12/2026	Hosea 12
Saturday	6/13/2026	Hosea 13

INTERACTIVE
Daily Bible Reading Plan —
To open and/or download the interactive PDF file go to: video.wvbs.org/spotlight
DAILY Bible Reading For Edification —








OLD & NEW IN 365 — 
Daily Readings From Both The Old And New Testaments 
SUN	– Day 162 - 2 Chr 34-36; Jhn 19:1-22
MON	– Day 163 - Ezr 1-2; Jhn 19:23-42
TUE	– Day 164 - Ezr 3-5; Jhn 20
WED	– Day 165 - Ezr 6-8; Jhn 21
THU	– Day 166 - Ezr 9-10; Act 1
FRI	– Day 167 - Neh 1-3; Act 2:1-13
SAT	– Day 168 - Neh 4-6; Act 2:14-47
Chr = Chronicles | Jhn = John
Ezr = Ezra | Neh = Nehemiah | Act = Acts

[Days Listed Are NOT Days Of The Year
But Days Of The Plan]

MEMORIZE Scripture —
James 5:16b – 16bThe prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
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